
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN. II
THE CASE AGAINST THE CAT. THANKSGIVING. 

By Clinton .Scotland.
THE SALE OF DICKENS’ BOOKS.
"Ueiiuiuliy ypeuKing,

ilvaU lue bUIV Ul UllhUIn, w 
vuin»viiivlu bu vlubu UilUi' U mal u 
biiuulil nurUly Uu i aiK'ii secuiitl. vv llti 
lllUUy people 'i'K KWIl'K, i MilipUBt, ly ■ 
pinça lue LUvKviib uuie, uiu touniam 

nil. tugs. tuppuf 
item, again, lb u bluly WlUvu ib luuvu- 
uii n Hu iiib own auiuuiogiapiiy, aim 
lucre, peruups, uparl Hum any ining 
vibe, olie oun bee why lliebe 
bieudily, year iu and year oui, iioid 
Uie lilbi place in tliv Ihckvlis prove»- 
biuii. 'Oliver Twist' und ' 1'iie uni cur- 
ioslty tihup' vonie third und lourin, 
euvu selling about o.uuu copies less m 
the year liiun 'Pickwick' und 'Copper* 
livid.' The sales ot ’Nicholas IMeulu- 
Uy', ‘Uvinbey und Sun,' und 'Bleak 
House' uy be mentioned together, also 
those of Lillie Dorrlt' und 'Uur Mut
ual Friend' which thus, us u copyright 
book, conies tenth in pouluriiy. ‘Great 
Kxpeetulions,’ not long oui ot copy
right, us we have noted, would be four
teenth. Finally the books by Dickens 
which sell worst ure 'American Notes’ 
und the ‘Child's History of England,' 
which is, perhaps, the wooden spoon." 
—Alfred Waugh in The Hook Monthly.

i lean iciwKipling iu one of the must charming 
of his "Just Ho" stories, offers a fanciful 
but altogether delightful account of the 
way iu which iu remote ages, the fir.-t 
cat drove a hard bargain with neolithic 
man for food and shell 
ing itself to yield in return any recom 
peuse in servitude, as did the less astute 
horse and cow and dug. "1 am the 
cat that walks by himself, and all places 
are alike to me," was the oft reiter 
ated platform from which this sagacious 
progenitor of the feline race re 1 used to 
budge iu spite of all the blandishments 
of our prototype, aud true enough, from 
thaï day to this, Felis Domestica has 
never deserved its specitic appellation, 
for, though tamed, the cat has nager ' e 
come domesticated iu the true sense. It 
is this refusal to submit to restraint or 
to abandon its natural predatory habits 
that has of late so exercised the brother 
hood ul bird lovers. At the annual meet 
ing last November of the National Asso
ciation of Audubon Societies a résolu 
turn was adopted, in the interest of the 
leathered world, officially expressing ills 
appointment of the oruithopiiagous pro 
pensities of grimalkin : but, though well 
intentioned, these resolutions will hardly 
we fear, appreciably reduce avian niort.il 
ity from this cause. The sanitarian has, 
however, still more cogent grounds n-r 
discouraging the perpetuation of the cat 
as a household pet, and it would be the 
part of wisdom for the family practiti ni
er, even at the risk of falling in the 
estimation of the youthful members id 
his clientele, to utter a serious word 
of warning auent the very real pos 
ity of disease transmission through the 
house cat. The enumeration ot scar 
iatiua, influenza, whooping-cough, 
les, diphtheria aud ringworm probably 
does not exhaust the list of diseases 
whose communication has been or might 
he ascribed to this intermediary, 
the proudest and sleekest tabby yn 
readily to atavistic calls ; and prowling» 
iu unseemly places, reflections in strange 
garbage cans, and midnight conclaves 
with the mangy outcasts of the gutter 
afford ready opportunities for the ev
il uisitiou of contagious materials. Prac
tically all cats have worms, most of 
them suffer from catarrhal conditions of 
the nasal passages, and the feline 
method of ablution is not such as to 
command the resjiect of the hygienically 
inclined; while no one who has witness
ed the enthusiasm with which children 
caress their pets can fail to realize the 
magnificent 
that are affor 
fleas are nearly always associated, and 
the importance of suctoril insects as in
oculating agents has been so much em
phasised of late that the |>ossibility of 
danger in this direction also is not al 
together remote. At any rate, it appears 
that tlie doctor, like the dog—that other 
"friend of man"—must in the interest of 
public
"hreside sphyn 
its possibilities for harm, 
at least see to it that no cat is allowed to 
enter a sick room.—Medical Record.
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WHICH BOILED FIRST.
There is as much difference in hoys 

us will be found in men, some being 
'I'lick to observe the importance of 
nion tilings ami other paying 
tiun whatever to anything they meet 
trom day to day. Alfred Brown is the 
name ot a boy living in Montreal. Jle 
is interested in natural science, hut 
cares very little for stories und poetry, 
lie is what may he termed an original, 
practical boy, and is constantly on 
look out for "points," as he terms it. 
W bile he is an ardei 
iricity having invented many mavhines 
and appliances for his own special use, 
he devotes much of his time to studying 
w atches, clocks, engines, 
and other useful articles, 
satisfied to simply read about the 
ders that ure to be found »•* nrdi'. 
things, but he is 
times to 
long ago 
kettle foi

THE UNLUCKY THIRTEEN.
Last Friday, you will note the day, 

1 received from uu old friend, says a 
writer in The Hamilton Times, a card 
at the top of which was primed a copy 
of his wedding notice, and followed by 
the following : "To our friends and relu 
tives. Greeting : The thirteenth anni 
versury of the above ceremony (which 
was performed ou a Friday and the tliir 
teeuth of the mouth; tinds the priuci 
pals in good health und cheerful spirits. 
Here’s willing you one aud all at 
least another thirteen years of health 
and happiness und freedom from the 
’unlucky thirteen’ bugaboo.” To some 
this may look like Hying in the face of 
Providence—tempting fate, but it may 
be only the application 
to the all airs of life. Here's a couj 
I imagine, who apparently do not Inith 
er themselves

it student ot" elec

printing 'ia

•ary
experimenting at < Ud 

get practical evidence. Not 
his mother bought 

r the cook, and instantly he 
went to the kitchen.

He

"Well, well," said Mary, 
ye wanting, Master Alfred t"

"I have something to tell you,” he

"now what
beields

replied.
"About what I" 
"About that kettle, 

hurry, yo

ul common sense
If you are in a 

u'd better use the old one.’’ 
tig wid yez," said Mary laugh about portents and 

omens, have no use for a rabbit’s foot, 
would ) «'her walk under than

ingly.
"Well let us see,*’ said Alfred. "Fill 

the old one and the new one with water 
and put them on the stove at the

go round
a ladder, would without hesitation 
make thirteen at the table, and do not 
care whether they see tin 
over their right or left shoulder. They 
no doubt put on the first boot in the 
morning 
never tlii
black cat crosses their path on their way 
to church. They do not jump to the 
conclusion that there is going to be 
trouble in the family because somebody 
happens to spilt the salt; nor do they 
go into hysterics because somebody else 
in the house breaks a looking glass. 
Willi them Friday is as good as any 
"'her day, and they Iwlieve there is luck 
in odd numbers. They are healthy, 
happy, prosperous ami contented, and 
their strong common sense saves them 

superstition and old, 
wives’ fables. Sensible couple !

If the water iu the old one 
doesn't begin to boil lirst, I will give you 
a box of candy.”

e new muon

that comes handiest, and 
ink of turning back when a

To
f red's
nient and chagrin, the water in the old 
kettle began to boil much quicker than 
that in the new one.

"It bates all,” said Mary, 
is that?”

gratify the boy, Mary followed 41 
instructions and lu her amazelurtunities for infection 

J in this w ay. Cats and
OPP

"Now why

"That’s very simple,” said Alfred. "It 
is liecause the old ket 
soot, which not only keeps the heat in, 
but absorbs it quickly from the lire. It 
takes a new kettle of water longer to 
get hot liecause tiie bottom is clean and 
bright. Polished metal does not ab
sorb heat, but reflects or throws it off. 
1 read alsiut it one night and proved it 
the next day when you were out."—

tie •. covered with

health set his face against ti e 
ix" and warn parents «if 

He should
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SEA TREES.
Forms of life in the sea are far more 

wonderful than any that exist on land. 
However much one may doubt the stor 

serpents, there are probably 
fur bigger fish in the sea than ever 
1,111 of u: and u> for plant Ufa, it has 
been conclusively proved that sea trees 
1,500 feet iu height are quite 
the ocean.

HARD TO KEEP STILL.
When little Jennie, who was not quite 

live years old, went to visit school < ne 
day for the first time, she 
as a lark.
and she returned to her home, she had 
a tired look u|*ou her face.

When she was asked how she liked 
school, she said, "I did not like it."

not!" was the next question.
. had to work awful hard," i n- 

red the little girl.
"What did you have to do!" she '«as

"I have to keep still like everything." 
she replied.

A QUARREL.

There is a knowing little proverb, 
Front the sunny laud of Spain. 

Hut in Northland, as in Southland, 
Is its meaning clear and plain. 

Lock it up within your heart, 
Neither lose nor lend it

was as gay 
But when school was over,

common in 
These monsters trees ure 

a kind of brown seaweed, the uppermost 
branches being only alsuii a quarter of 

thickness. Countless

"Two it takes to make a quarrel. 
One cân always end it."

"Why
"Oh. 1

an inch in 
ders, like miniature balloons, aud alsml 
as big as a hen’s egg form among the 
branches of the tree, and, being filled 
with air, buoy up the trunk and 
brunches so that they grow almost 
«reel. Mammoth sea animals often 
build their nests in these trees, us they 
give off several degrees of heat, which 
makes the surrounding water compara 
lively warm.
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The city of Stockholm, Sweden, can 
boast the only women’s cooperative 
store in the world. Shareholders, man 
agement, buyers and Allers ure all 
women. Only two .men are employed; 
these drive the delivery wag got s. Mise 
Anna Whitlock, leader of the woman 
suffragists in Sweden, was the promut

One million barrels of cured lierrings 
have lwen exported from Great Britain's 
fisheries this season. In addition to
this 98,000 barrels have been retained
for the home trade. er of this scheme.


