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As we go to press the Synod ot Mon-
treal and Ottawa is meeting in Knox
Church in this city. Rev. Robert
Gamble, M. A,, of Wakefield, has been
elected moderator. A full repore will
be found in next issue,

Dr. John Watson (lan Maclaren) has
lately been saying that he thinks the pre-
Judice against reading sermons is dying
down, and that many people would wel-
come a general return to the practice be-
cause the material would be rper and
the manner of the preacher more re-
strained.

It is announced that Rev. Dr. Amaron,
atter a successful pastorate of ten years,
fesigus from St. John's French Presby-
terian Church to take the editorship and
lnanagement  of Aurore, the organ of
French Protestantism in Canada.  Dr,
Amaron will bring experience and ability
to the discharge of the important duties
mvolved in this change,

Mr. Andrew Carnegie is something of a
humorist.  In Toronto, at the reception
in the city hall, two well-known citizens
Rev. Dr. Maclaren, Principal of Knox
College, and Rev.  Dr. Briggs, of the
Methodist  Book  Room, approached the
laird of Skibo togetiier, “Well, I believe
Dr. Maclaren is one of the elect, but 1
am not so sure about Dr. Briggs,” re-
marked Mr. Carnegie,

Many papers and people are upraiding
Mr. Whitney for fixing three-fifths ma-
Jority as necessary to carry a local option
by-law. We are not so sure that there is
any good ground for complaint, If three-
fifths of the ra.:payers in a town or
township will not vote for local option
there would be little likelihood of the law
being enfo ced, if passed. On the other
hand, it appears that a bare majority only
is required to repeal such an enactment.
This looks like giving an uniair advantage
to the liquor interests. Ballots are the
only arguments recognized by the average
volitician, and just o soon as the Pro-
hibitionists place a sufficient number of
members in the Assembly pledged to their
views, just so soon will temperance people
get what they want from the legislature.
The moral is obvious. Keep up the agita-
tion and educate the electorate.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Interest in Western Ontario, and par-
ticularly in London, is being quickened by
the approach of the tume ior holding the
General Assembly, The citizens genrally,
apart from the Presbyterian element, are
also manifestng their interest. L'he spirit
in which the occasion is being anticipated
1w indicated by the following article in
the Loudon kree Press, contributed by
Mr. John Cameron: -

““London is to he favored in the early
part of next month with what i some
respects will be one of the most lmporiany
as well as interesting, gatherings ever
beld in London. We reler to the gensou
assembly of the Presbyterian Ohureh ol
the Dominon of Canada,

““This assembly is the highest court ot
the Presbyteran body, the otner courts
being the session of the congragauon;
the preshytery, taking n a sirict; tie
synod, a larger sphere; and noally e
geueral asembly,

“Within the membership of the generul
assembly are to be found many ot lue
wost prominent and representauve clergy-
men, educatiomnsts, prolessional  end
business men of Canada. lo become tue
Wwmporary seat of lLhe general assembiy
bas always been regarded as & disuingusu-
ed avic bonor, lws year lwondon bas
borne oft tue palm, the regular sessions L
be held in the kirst Vresbytecian Uhuren,
corner of Dulterin and Park avenues,

“Lhis great ecclesiastical Parlianen:,
with its representatives irom bhe siorumy
coasts of Newiwundiand 0 the walers vi
the Vacitic, bas long been noted ifor the
wigor of its discussions and the cllicizncy
ot the conduct of us business. Always u-
terestung and always open to the puble
it will be doubly &9 thus year because ot
the expected d on the outstand
ing subject of the proposed union belwe:n
tue  Presbyterians, the Meubodists and
e Congregationalsts of Canada.,

““1t is some ten or uwelve years since the
general assembly last met in Londou, s
wembers carried away golden mpressious,;
but Londou has made great advances iu
the last ten or eleven years; and is veady
once more in the leay month ol June, Lo
compete with other places where the as
sembly has been held as a beaatiiul and
prosperous,  cultured and  hospitable
centre of intluence,

“A great Dominion gathering of this
description, it 18 bardiy necessary W
sy, puts the Presbyteran hosts and
hostesses of the ity on their mutl.lq;
they will rise to the occas.on; but n is
also an ooccasion of general interest Lo
the whole conununity, and an opportunity
to have the good name and the advant-
ages of London carried to every part of
Canada. On the one Sunday the pulpits
of London will be occupied by the distin.
guished strangers, according to genial
custom; and this 18 but one munuu_t.on
of the kindly welcome London is waiting
to extend to its nonored guests in the
pleasant month of June,

In the April Contemporary, Leonard
Scott Publication Co,, New York, we find
a most interesting article called “hrec-
tion for P’opular Keaders,” by Earnest A,
Baker, who points out that at the present
time when some six thousand books are
published yearly in Britain alone and the
trade of old books is not extinct, the
ordinary reader really requires some as-
gistance in deciding how and what to
read. The suggestions offered are prac-
ticable and to the point, and if carried out
would prevent much reading of worthless
and trashy books. Other subjects dis-
cussed in this number are: *The New
Government and its Problems,” by J.
A. Spender; “Religious Events in
France;” “The New Aristocracy of Mr.
Wells,” being a criticism of the theories
advanced in “A Modern Utopia;” *“I'he
Franco-German Frontier;” “Archaeology
and Criticism;"” “The Limitations ot
Napoleon’s Genius;” and “The Catholc
Threat of Passive Resistance,”

AN “INTENTIONAL"” OMISSION.

Rey. James Fraser, M.A., of Cushing,
Que., in a thoughtful article, contributed
to the Witness, on a doctrinal phaee of
the union question, writes:

1t is an observable fact that antagonisme
in doctrine are being removed. Of this one
peculiar instance showing Presbyterian ap-
proach to Methodism may be mentioned;
peculiar, in that the evidence is afforded
by the records of official church acts. Any
one reading carefully the Westminster
Confession of Faith will note that there
is not in the whole of it one direct state-
ment regarding the love of God to all man-
kind, nor an indirect statement, trom
which the univemsality of God’s love can
even be inferred. He will further note
that there is not a single statement re-
garding the suffering of the Lord Jesus
Christ for the sins of the whole world,
and he will also note that there is abso-
lutely no warrant given in that creed for
the extension of a univemsal free offer of
salvation on the ground of Christ’s suffer-
ing for all. The only possible conclusion
from such complete lack is that the omis-
sion was intentional, a conclusion to which
church history adds the aving word
‘honest;’ honestly intentional for only
twenty-nine years previously, the Calvinis-
tic SBynod of Dort condemned this Remon-
strant (i. e, Arminian) proposition, viz.,
‘Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world,
died for all men, and for every man, so
that he has obtained for them all, by his
death on the cross, redemption and the
forgiveness of sins, yet that no one ac-
tually enjoys this forgiveness of ins except
the believer.” Now come down some two
hundred and thirty years. In 1879 the
United Presbyterian Church of Scotland
passed a declaratory act, in which, among
other things, it added to the Confession
of Faith, a statement incorporating the
above-mentioned intentional  omissions,
enumerating them in these words: ‘The
love of God t» all mankind, the gift of
his gon to be the propitiation for the sins
of the whole world, and the free offer of
salvation to men without distinccion, on
the ground of Christ’s perfect sacritice.’
And these it declared to be ‘vital in the
system of gospel truth.! Some other im-
portant Presbyterian churches have follow-
ed suit, but not the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. This church still holds offi-
cially the Confession of Faith with the
original omiseions (being the unchanged
doctrinal signification) as its interpreta-
tion of all the scriptures baaring on the
gospel of redemption. That is why many
of us who are in this body do groan, be-
ing burdened. As individuals, indifferent
to their church’s official honesty and sin-
cerity, our whole membership accepts un-
officially the statement of the declacatory
act of the United Presbyterian Clurch,
and thus has moved toward the truth on
these points, as it is held by our Arminian,
that is our Methodist brethren. The ad-
mission of these points means very much
more of modification than at sght ap-
pears, if the ‘love’ to all mankind means
real love,

EASTERN ONTARIO,

Rev. R. B. Nelles of Mill Street Church,
Port Hope, has been exchanging with Rev.
Wm. Beattie of Cobourg.

Rev. P. F. Langill, on leaving Martin-
town for Vars, was presented by the
Young People’s Guild with a purse and
an affectionately worded address,

The call from Lunenburg and Newing-
ton to Mr. George Mingie, M.A., has been
sustained by Glengary Presbytery, and
his ordination and induction fixed for 15th
May at Newington.

Mr. James Foote, a student at the
Montreal Presbyterian College, will supply
during the 6 months’ absence of Rev. C.
H. Cooke, of Smith’s Falls.

Rev. William Patterson, D.D., of Beth-
any Chupch, Philadelphia, will conduct the
anniversary services in Cooke's Church
next Sunday.
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