
SCANDINAVIA AND TIIE WAR

related further on-which continues to cause anxietr
to, the Norwegians, in spite of the practically perfect
guarantee furnished by the understanding between the
sister nations. And this is just the point where -the
futiiity of the Gernian intrigues sho-%s itself. In spite
of the North Cape excursions of the Germnan Emiperor,

in pie o te loming, IPan-Geria-nisin of the late

Bjôrnstjerne 3jônson (wihose ideas I do not inean to
belittie by this reference), and in spite of the eniploy-
ment of Bjôrn Bjôrnson as the Einiperor's principal
Scandinavian press agent, the N',orwegians do not trust
the Germans very much. Perhaps a reason for this
anomnalous and ungrateful attitude on their part niia
be furnished by -%vha,ýt happened at the timie wvhEn
LNorway, after the separation. fromn Sweden, wvas pre-
paring to --tait a completely new Government of its
own. The deinocratie and republican tendencies of the
country are too weIl known to need mention. Yet
a Monarchical Governinent -was decidcd on; and it is
pretty well understoodl that this concession -was the
price paid for Germany's acceptance of the, new% state
of affairs.

Be this as it may, the fact renmains that the Nor-
-%egrians find it hard to believe t.hat Germaniiy may not
force Sweden into the fighlt. a.fter ail. The silver liiningr

to this cloud-thoughi it nuay not appear as such tu
Eniglishmienl for flic tinie bcing-is t.hat the Norwegicans
seem to takce it for granted they must fi,"ht on the saine
sidle as the Swvedes. 1 think thlis feeling on their part
-bodes -vell not only for the. future but for the present,
as it mrill go far tomard quict.ing the. Sw'edes. The suin
and substance of ail this is that the Norwegians do not
%%vanit to f]ihtanybody, and cthatthieywould bepa-rticularly

*chagrined at having te. figliît for Gerniany ýagainst thie


