
the I axes. \vc (oitciid ' liat the lofiical result is that lliey. and they
only, shoiihl vdto on money byhiws whicti decide what amounts sliouhl

be raised.

We (hiini that llie eontention that tiie i)io|)erty has a mortgage
placed upon it as the result of the passage of a money by-law, is

ineori'ect. The value of the property is increased to a greater extent

than sufficient to cover the liability. It would not be unreasonable
that, as the property had benefitted by the improvement the owner
should be called upon to pay for it. Hut as has been pointed out, the
teiuints pay for it, and when paid for the landlord owns it so tliat the

latter can hardly complain. The fa;t that the owner's property is

being impnved at somebody else's expense can hardly be referred to

as a "liability."

We sugf-M'st IIk lefore thai when the ass(>ssinent of popcrty Is

being fixed for the year by the assessors they shall also fix a maxinnim
rental to be charged during that yei:r. saiil rental to cover First, the

Taxes, Second, Running Kxpenses. and Third, a reasoiuible percent-

age of profit, on the assessed value, to the ownt'r. As to this latter

we would st!ggcst that an annual amount, based ui)on statistics, should
b(> included as an insurance to the owner tba' in case of hard times
the r;:t" sliail be maintained at the average af-'.ecd iiixui as fair.

.\ "Kail- Uciils Court" to be constilultMl to c(;n.-ider all ajipeals

regarding the rentals fixed 1 y the assessor in the same manner as the
Court of Revision now hears assessment ai)peals.

Cii'ler this >ystein the property owner will be relieved from the
suspicion, which has unfortunately been prevalent in the i)ast

(thougli doubtless unfounded) that he has been in the habit of I'oUect-

ing considerably more than he should on the excuse that "the taxes

have been raised."

Once the 'enants realize th;;t the taxes are being paid by them,
they will naturi'lly be careful to see that no unneccs-a y expenditure
is incurred. Th" plan would have the advantage of reniovint; the
frict'on existing betweni tenants and landlords by relieving the latter

of all responsibility regarding taxation and eliminating them as a
lactcr.

This plan would also ensure that liie city would get its taxes
l)r(;mptly as tliese would be a first charge upon the rent which in

most cases is i)ayable monthly.

Above all we contend that by looking conditions s(|uarely and
honestly in the face and placing the r(>sponsibility both of the incur-

ring expenditure and payment of taxation itist where it belongs, a great
step in advance will be made. Taxation w ithoul reprer.entation caused
the American Revolution, and it is this which, in our opinion, looms
largely in tlv present difficulty, so far as 'lie (luestion of the taxation
of real pro|ierty is concerned.

We remain

Yours very truly.

\'ancouver Rt'nl Payors .Xssoc.

(!. .1. .Kshworth. I'res.
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