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urn or even (liovoiiglily ropaired. I shop.M only tire vmir p.i-
tiouoe by rocountin- t!io tyrannical nets of porscclitiun c'.nhodwd
1.1 the pro.;lam.itio:i. of the.c, perhaps honc.st,but bi-.ttrd m.iU -
we t.ioro/ore hasten over this dreary period and coiae to the com-
p irativcly happy opoch of 1 784. ()u the 2 ith of October of that
year u proclamation \ra.s publi.shed pursuant to tho instructions of
his M-.jesty-, reor;^(. Ill to tho (ioveruor, Justices of tho IVaco.
and ifagHtra cs ot the Island, whereby liberty of con.cienne vn^s
alio\ved to all p: M)ns m Xewfounrllaud, and 'the fn'c .v..-.,.i,o of
6u.Ii modco ot rehgi.u^ worship as are not prohibited bv law, pro-'
videa poopic bo contented with a quiet and peaceable enjovaient
ot the same, without givin- offeneo or scandal to Governnlent-.
thus Catho icity was permitted and the dav3 of open po.-se.-ulioa
were happily at an end, It may be interesting, csm....i.aiv to
Catholics, to know tho state of tiie Church here l^cfjro that tiuic-
Iro^citantism being t!ic established religion, mini.stors were sta.
tioned in the pjancii):il ,>'ettlon-.eat^ l;ut tho few Priests in tho
Lilaivl hal nolixod abo.les-tiiey usually eamo out di^-uisod in
the fishing ves3els seldom staid long, and had no regular mis-
sion^, as tho surv-eillanco of tho local Gorommont was too strict
In the .aaie year of toleration, 17.SI, Dr. ()'i.>ounell, the fuundor
and father of_ the^ Ciuirch of ^^esvfoaudiaud, landed in tho Is-
and_. Born in 1 /;37 m Tipperary, lie .^pout a large portion of his
hie in th." Irish Iranciscan Convent of Prague in Bohemia; af,
terwards a:^ superior of the Franci.^cans, in Waterford, and sub.
serpiently Piovincial of that order in Ireland. Jfe was tho first
regularly authorized missioner in liewfouudland after it becamo
a purely British settlement, and no man ever^had British inter-
ests moro at heart—he mainly saved tho Island to tho British
crown when a mutiny broke out among the troops under the com •

raand of Col. bkorrett. }]y his iiiHuencc among the buh popu-
lation he prevented the disaff/ction from sproadiuir, and Havt^'l
Jie Coiony If such a service had been performed in these davs
by one ot the Dj;ninant Church, his reward would bo a peera-o
and a pension, to Dr. 0'D)nnell the British governmontgranterl
not a pecra-c but the rauniricent pension cf £75 or £oV J am
not sure which) per annum tor his life; how.nvr, they acted con-
Bistently Catholic loyalty is an affair of conseieDce, and conse-
quontiy he only gave to CiDsar what was duo to C;r«;ar As Ion--,
however, as iv-.vards are given by the nation to those who do th/ir
duty, especially wh.m ihat duty becomes, tlirough extraordinary
circums an.>es, a great public bciR-fit, so hn^ will the stingine/a
ot the Government ot ihat day to J)r. O'Donnell be condemmed
b> all right thinking men. Dr. O'Donnell was at first only Pre-


