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public matters. "Courts also notice the territorial cAtont of the
u-is(li(;tiou and sovreiLrntyJi rtd (h; facto bv thexerc

vci-iuuem. anu iiio local tlivisions of their country.—sudi as states
provinces, counties, counties of cities, cities, towns, pari^hcs and
the like, so far as political government is concerned or aill .ted,
but not the relative positions of such h)cal divisions, nor their
precise boundaries furtlier than may be described in public statutes."

1 T,t!jhrnn.Erldenci\sec.\b. =>= * * And " the staled days of gen-
eral political contests, * • * the (hite and place of the sittings
of (he Legislature and in short to borrow (lie language ot" the
Vice-chancellor in Ta.ihr vs. Bmrhnj, "all public matters whicii

aifect the government of the country.'' lJ>i,L ,s,r. 10. B.vvlly
Ju-stice .says:—" Ic is quite true that this Court Mill take ludicial

notice of the general division of the Kingdom into couiii ies, be-
••ause they ar,3 continually in the haoit of directing their pro •s> to
the Sheritl's of those Counties and because they are mentioi.ed in
a great variety of statutes." Bkst J. in the" same case sa; ^ :—
"We ought it is true, to take judicial notice of t! counties in
England and of those which are Maritime Counties as being men-
tioned in a variety of Acts of rarliameii(."' Iloutovi) J. in (he
.same case, who seems to admit this proposition, says, "still (he
Court cannot take judicial notice cf (he local situation of Orlbrd-
ness." DeiihdV, case, 4 B. and Aid. 240. By reference to all the
statutes now, and at the time of the election, in force, AVe find but
one County of Pictou in the Dominion of Canada. That county
we know from other legal sources as well as the election s(a(utes.
to be in JS^ova Scotia and by the name of the County of Tu-tou,
an electoral division hv representation in the House of Commons
of Canada. (See section 40 British Xorth America Act 18(>7,
" Each of the eighteen counties of Xova Scotia shall be an elec-
toral district. The County of Halifax shall be entitled to return
two and each of the other counties one member."; And by the same
legal principles and evidence we are bound to know that Xova
Scotia is in the Dominion of Canada. I think therefore that the
County of Pictou must be taken to mean an electoral district for
members for the House of Commons. And as to the objection,
that the election in question was not alleged directly, in so many
words, to have been " for morabers for the House of Commons,^' I
think the answ or may be also fairly given it in the fifth and
seventh paragraphs of the petition, refereuCOS are made (0 the


