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occupant of the throne was changed, the integrity of the
nation remained. Ireland was made up of divided and con-
flicting states, when the myrmidons of Henry the Secondamved upon its shores

; and even after these had gained
settlements in the country, there was no adhesive principlesamong the natives. Had Ireland been consolidated, she

ZllTl r,''?
«-^--<^= or, being conquered, she

^^ould,hke England, have absorbed the conquerors. Thespmt of English nationality was never stronger than it was
"1 the pnnces of the Norman line ; and they asserted it witha haughtmess oftentimes with an injustice, tliat renderedthem formidable to every neighboring state. Tliey were
«io most inordinately jealous of any internal interference
with the concern of their kingdom, either of a secular or a
spu-xtual character

; for generations they guarded England

:: 1 tir
^ T^'T

''''-' '-*' ^^^°' ^^'^^^ ^ commendable

But the stranger came to Ireland, and a stranger he stillremained. English dominion commenced in Irdand in a
Bim-it of conquest, and it continued in a spirit of exclusion^ahona animosity thus perpetuated, sustained the spirit ofwa

,
and war raged on with a fierceness which time didnotlimg to mitigate. The native chieftains, when not u

d ;t'"rV
"""^""^' united against the common foand he end of every new struggle was increased oppression

to the people Covetousness was added to the otiir baser
p ions

;
and rapacity inflamed the anarchy in which it

iwict"
'""• .ff "''^"^"^ ^^-^"^^^^^ confiscation;a uue tion was, therefore, the harvest of adventurers

: so^d:ers of fortune, or rather soldiers for fortune, gathered
1
ke wolves to the battle. They were ready to g ory in hostrife and to profit by it; they enjoyed the soil ofL wretc^ewhon. they slaughtered, and the work seemed as g "

/


