
at f^Jiuchow to th<? coast at Chiiichow and another north from C'hinchow to the province
of Kwcichow. It is cxiKH-twl that the building «' these lines will Ix- proceeded with as
8(H.n as the war is over and the nece^^siiry sui>plies and funds are available. The con-
str\iction of the.se railways and especially the completion of the Hankow-Canton line
should greatly a.>isist the conunercinl and industrial dewloimient of South China.

PEdl'I.K A\f) I.aN(;1 A(iK.

The inluibitants of South China are an industrial nice and are to be dlstinffuished
from the more literary Chinese of the Yangtze valh^y. Agri.-ulture is the chief occu-
r>ati(,n of the |K>ople and the standard of living is low. The surplus remaining after
providing for the bare nw-essitics of e.\isteiice is very small. On the other hand China
IS beginning to respond to the iiiHuen<-e of western ideas. The future will undoubt-
edly be progressive and the modernizing tendency and the raising of the stamlard of
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.Vliiili'in TravellinK in Siuth CliinM.

ng will be reflected in a greater ileinaii<l for many „{ the i.roducts of tile West.
iiig to the density of poimlation, a slight increase in the consuming iK>wcr of the
pie results in a great increase in the demand for goods ini|H.rted from abn.ad.
A multitude of different dialects are spoken in Sontii China, ca.-h district alin.Ktmg Its own languag... In Hong K„ng the prevailing .iialcct among the Cbincv-

im..rcml clft.ss<.s is Cantonese, but the pc.ple of the surmunding .listricts sp,.ak
Makha language I be ri.'ksha and chair .-oolics and porter, an- immigrants fn,m
itow and sp«.ak tl... dndect ,.f that distri<.t. The majority of cducafd Chinamen
able to understand an.l talk moderately well the official Mandarin language
'eon Kiiglish is the " lingua I-nm.-a " for nearly nil dealing, with foreigners

THKATV I'oliTS.

The ctnmenial activity of fonigners in China is largely .onfimxl to certain
ports opencfby tn.ity or voluntarily by the Chin.-se CMVcrnment and subject t<> r.-o-
lat.o.is agn.iHi u,.on by the parties ciavriied. I'p to JS4i' KumiK-an traders were

'a.y.Vf>~^'"


