
ft ■iA *#-*' *.
Jkc !•*-X

/
»/

/
3 1L*6

>\i> j erof t
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by J. Meijer satisfying on many levels. On one 
level, jewellery can be simply fun, 
and fashionable to wear. But 
more than that, it allows personal 
expression by the wearer and the 
artist, and can symbolize many 
things. Custom jewellery is also 
satisfying to create, because “it is 
just as interesting taking in other 
people’s ideas and being the vehi
cle to make them." In the exhibi
tion now at Fireworks, amulets 
are the theme; amulets are protec
tive charms thought to endow the

wearer with magical characteris
tics and to protect them from evil. 
Biggs creates these highly sym
bolic pieces utilizing materials 
such as HK gold, sterling silver, 
and precious and semi-precious 
stones. A visit to Fireworks 
Gallery is always worthwhile, 
and this exhibit by Beth Biggs 
gives an added incentive to drop 
by. The exhibition continues 
until Dec. 17, and Biggs if now in 
Ottawa, 
employed.

The Fireworks gallery in 
downtown Halifax is currently 
hosting “Amulet”, an exhibition 
of new work by jeweller Beth 
Biggs. This exhibit is both beau
tiful and powerful and it is hard 
to imagine that it is Biggs' first 
solo exhibit. Biggs is no amateur 
in the jewellery business, having 
graduated from NSC AD with a 
bachelor of Fine Arts in jewellery 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Art Edu
cation, and having since 
instructed at the Gallery. Later 
Biggs also co-fouruled Halifax’s 
Atelier Designers, a custom- 
design jewellery studio.

How did all of this start for 
Biggs? “Well my grandfather was 
rock-hound jeweller, and so I 
guess that’s how I got interested”. 
Rock-hound jewellers, Biggs 
explained were the people who 
went out and hunted for various 
materials to put in their works 
such as cowboy be lts, hats and the 
like. At first just a hobby for 
Biggs, later she became more- 
serious. “I was into music in high 
school, but then decided it was 
too competitive, and that I really 
wasn’t very good at it, so I got into 
art.” Biggs was lured to Halifax 
because NSCAD had the only 
degree-granting program in 
crafts in Canada.

For Biggs, making jewellery is

where she is self-

■Students Against Global Extermination

On tour, on film
bv Lynda Cassels selves, and SAGE — Students 

Against Global Extermination — 
was born.

station-wagon, passed their driv
er’s examinations and set out for 
Newfoundland. Their goal? To 
speak with 1 in every 20 Canadian 
high-school students about 
nuclear war and disarmament.

“Mile Zero” tells their story. 
Over 60 people turned out at the 
Burke Education On ire at St. 
Mary’s last Wednesday night for 
the film’s Atlantic Canada pre
miere, which was attended by 
tour participant Alison Carpen
ter. Directed by Bonnie Sherr

In 1983 an open-line radio 
show asked Montrealers whether 
or not young people should be 
made aware of the threat of 
nuclear war. The popular 
response 
frighten them” — had the teen 
panel aghast.

“But we’re already scared!” 
they replied, astounded at the 
reluctance of the adult public to 
discuss the issue. The young peo
ple decided to take action them-

In 1986 four SAGE members, 
all high-sc hool students from the 
Montreal area, undertook a nine- 
month marathon road-trip 
across Canada. Alison Carpenter, 
Maxime Faille, Seth Klin and 
Desiree McGraw spent four 
months raising funds, convinced 
their families that a year off 
school really wouldn't hinder 
their education, bought an old

“no, we shouldn’t

‘My grandfather was 
a rock-hound jeweller. ’
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Not all were so sympathetic, 
however. A lone dissenter pointed 
out the possible destabilizing 
effect of disarmament and

Klein (of “Not a Love Story” and 
“Speaking Our Peace” fame) the 
film follows the Montreal four
some on their journey from St. 
John’s to Victoria.

Like the tour itself, the film is 
lively, spontaneous and piece
meal; there are warm moments 
and dull moments. “Mile Zero” is 
not so much about disarmament 
or nuclear war as it is about 
young people confronting their 
fears and learning how to make 
their concerns known.

As the film progresses it 
becomes increasily evident that, 
while individual students or 
schools may be less concerned 
than others, anxiety about the 
future is a nation-wide pheno
menon among youth. A study at 
McMaster University discovered 
that 60 per cent of Canadian 
young people believe a nuclear 
war will occur during their life
time; two-thirds of those students 
are convinced that they are pow
erless to effect that outcome.

“I guess I was like most kids,” 
team member Desiree McGraw 
says in the film. “I didn’t want to 
think about it (nuclear war) — it 
was so big and I was so small.”

By the time the SAGE tour had 
completed its circuit of the Mari
times and Central Canada the 
group had already appeared on 
the popular television pro
gramme “Switchback” and lx>th 
the CBC’s “Midday” and the 
“Journal”. Their encouragement 
to young people to speak out and 

use the democratic system” 
prompted such an avalanche of 
mail to Members of Parliament 
that a reception was held for them 
in Ottawa so that MPs could bet
ter understand SAGE’s activities 
and concerns.

“We tell young people to 
inform themselves, and inform 
their friends,' Alison Carpenter 
said during the question period 
that followed the film. “And to 
write to the politicians, or make 
an appointment to meet with 
them. The politicians realize that 
today’s 16-year olds will be voting 
in the next elec tion.”

Audience response to SAGE’s 
efforts was for the most part 
enthusiastic.

“I recognize your groups’ aims 
are idealistic,” one man said. 
“But I would rather bean idealist 
than a pessimist, and perhaps 
idealism is the only real alterna
tive we have left.”

insisted that peace is as equally an 
objective for the Canadian mil- 

it is for disarmamentnary as
groups, only that “the means are 
different.” Ever calm and articu
late, Carpenter begged to differ 
and skillfully kept the discussion 
on her own terms.

“This is not the appropriate 
forum for a debate," she said 
later.

Many of the schools SAGE 
visited started up their own peace 
and disarmament groups in 
response to the tour, and a good 
number of these groups are still

active today. Last week Carpenter 
met with students from Queen 
Elizabeth High Sc hool who plan 
to form their own disarmament 
group.

Whether or not you are in 
favour of disarmament, Carpen
ter tells young Canadians, the 
important thing is to educate 
yourself.

“The tour was not only about 
nuclear disarmament but about 
doing something for what you 
believe in.”
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12 MHz TURBO AT System 
with:

$2399.□ 640 Kb of RAM
□ 1.2 Mb Floppy Drive &

Controller
□ 40 Mb Hard Disk Drive
□ Monographic Video Card
□ Tilt & Swivel Monitor
□ Enhanced AT-Style Keyboard
□ MS-DOS and GW Basic
□ 1 Year Parts & Labour

10 MHz TURBO XT System
with

$1499.□ 640 Kb of RAM
□ 360 Kb 5%" Floppy Drive &

Controller
□ 20 Mb Hard Disk Drive
□ Monographic Video Card
□ Tilt & Swivel Monitor
□ Enhanced AT-Style Keyboard
□ MS-DOS and GW Basic
□ 1 Year Parts and Labour

All systems completely CSA approved with full one year parts and labour warranty and local service.
Hours: Open Mon.-Wed.. 10-6; Thurs.-Fri.. 10-9; Sat. 10-6

Educational Discounts & Leasing Available
AT/XT is a registered trademark of IBM

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM free parking 
1137 Cole Harbour Road, Dartmouth

462-1212
- - mle Computers^ - 4/

FAX: 434-5851ATLANTIC CANADA’S LEADING PRODUCER OF IBM COMPATIBLES

11 Movies 
For $15! 
Ho Ho Ho!
...Or how to keep 
your friends in the 
dark for Christmas
Give the gift that will keep 
your student friends 
entertained all next term! A 
student Monday Movies 
pass will get you into 11 
movies on the big screen 
of the Mclnnes Room! Thrill 
to the likes of Broadcast 
News, Betrayed, The 
Untouchables and 
Crocodile Dundee II. You’ll 
laugh to Planes, Trains & 
Automobiles, Big, 
Midnight Run, Roger 
Rabbit, and A Fish Called 
Wanda. You might even cry 
to (although we don’t know 
why...) Casual Sex and that 
Stanley Kubrick classic, A 
Clockwork Orange! Buy 
two passes and save more 
at 2 for $251 Buy three 
passes for 3 for $35 and 
somebody will call you 
smart! Faculty, staff and 
alumni get deals too! ($20 
for a single, two for $35 
and three for $50). 
Mondays don’t have to be 
dull any more! Get your 
passes now at the SUB 
Enquiry desk and spend 
next term in the dark!
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