
BY STFAFF WRITERS.

D (JWN in Nova Scotia, some rernarks inade in thesepages about the Maritime Provinces have been

treated witli scant respect. lu fact, the publicists of
the district down by the sea fail very notably in an ap-

preciation of the importance of
SOME ANGER ay opinion expressedl by thc
BY T HE SEA writers on this journal. They

class us as ordinary journalists-and l'ail to realise that
our wisdom is of the gods--and not of Ontario and To-

ronto. The comment froin the "Halifax Chronicle" on

another page, gives ample proof of this.
We are not discouraged nor are we dismayed. We

shall proceed to give Nova Scotia plenty of free advice

as of yore, and if they reply to us at such iengtli tliey

arc hikely to have a busy year ahead of tliem.

Just here it seemns desirable to mention a despatch
wlîich bas recently arrived froin London, Englaud, ta

the eflect that« the Goverumeuts of, New Brunswick and

Nova Seotia are malkinig arrangements to gather in

20,000 immtiigrants tliis year. If titis bie true, we throw

up our bats and cheer lustily for the provinces by the

sea. The polhcy meets, with our distinct and distinguish-

ed approval. It is immigration whieh lias kept Ontario

fromt being depopulated ; it is immigration whicli made

Manitobat, Saskatchewan and Alberta ; it was immigra-

tion whicl made the Western States,
The streamn of immigrants comiug into the country

via Halifax and St. Johin flowed ou in' undiminished

volume to Ontario and the West. The Maritime Pro-

vinces got little or noue of it. If it be true that somte

of the streamn is to be diverted into that part of C'ai -
ada, a new era is dawning for the provinces by the sea.

They have\- lands in plenty; thecy have coal areais, fisling

resouirceb and other possibilities - they have a deliglitful

cimiate and great trade opportunities. All tliey requiire

is miore people and ior;e industries, and they will flot

be uniider the necessity of going ta Ottawa to beg that

their 1piafimentary representation shall not be dimnin-

ishied.
If the rumour bie truc and the attemlpt be successful,

the writers on the Cainadian Courier will cease to shed

saity tears for the beautiful provinces of tlie East.

IU MR ILFRID LAURIER lias beven receiviug soitie

ts attention becauise af n-hat is kuowi as the La-

vergne incident. The Premier is toc) firiily entrendxed in

the affections of the people of Canada to worry over theo
rash remnarks of unfriendly news-

TrH£ PRE£MIER papers wlio hav-e magniified this
ON PATRONAGE pa1rticular event.

The incident, liowever, is one whicli tlirows considerable
liglit au our mnetliods of conducting public business. The
.peuiple of Montmnagny (pronouunced Mont-mian-ye, with

the accent on the last syllable) wanted a whiarf at Cap)

St. Ignace, and they mnuet necds go ta sec Sir Wilfri'd

about it. Wliy ? Because Sir Wilfrid is the father of
his people. Thien, in tlie presence of Uhe Premtier and the

deputation, after the business bas been transactcd, Mil.
Lavergnie miuat mnake a speech and take up sonne more of

the Premier's valuable time. And Mr. Lavergne bas a

grievauce to air about the patronage. Sir Wilfri~d re-

mnarked i rcply that it was custoinary for Uhc Goveru-

ruent to discuss questions of patronage witl imembers

supporting the1%. Sir Wilfrid stated the case properly,
Mr. Lavergne did flot dissent, and there the incident
ended sO far as the principals are concerned.

The Lavergne incident was the 'occasion for a very
frank statement ou the part of the Premnier. Every per-

son knows that it is customary for the Goverument to

consult the sitting member when post offices are to be
built or other favours bestowed on a constituency. If
the member is in opposition, the defeated, candidate on

the Governinent side is consulted. Yet by lis public

statement of this principle, attention lias been called to

it and a discussion lias been started- afresh as to, its regu-
larity and its wisdom.

The, constitution sets down no &ystemt for ýdistribiuting

patronage. These details of administration are left to
the discretion of the men in power. IJuder our systemn
an opposition member does neot expect to be consulted,
thougli in many cases lie is listened to regularly if lie

bas anythingý to say and is a mnan knowxi to bie fair and

broad minded. So far as possible, however, it would

seemn better that most questions of patronage be elimin-

ated from polities. A civil service commission should

'handie ail appointments and promotions in tlie Cdivil
Service. The enieers and permanent officiais sliould
decide about public works and oth-er details. Yet over

and above all these, there are ques"tins wxhich the Gov-

crament of the day must investigate and decide. These
aire not included in wliat is ordinarily known as patron-
age, and shoul be carefuliy distinguishied by tbose- who
advocate reformn.

T IIHE Navy Leagule Branches in Canada seeni to bie

X making very littie impress on the public mind.

That Canadîan Naval Force of 5,ooo men, decided, upon
in, r898, lias not yet miaterialised. That was to be 'but

aL beginning. It ouglit to h~e about

WH RNAVY25?0 shortly, after nline years-
OUR NAVYI and it lias ixot yet got into the

Militia "Act, or any other statue.

Then, again, Cainadal was to buy sorte of the "'inef-
ficient', but comparatively niew war vesýsel% from the

Britishi authorities tca be kept here for training purposes.

There are twenty-two of these slips available, but no

appropriaitions for even one, haý-e yet appeared in tlie es-

timates.
That energetie SecretarY, Mr. Wyvatt, haid better rè-

turu and miake another fiying trip across the continent

and put fresh life into tlie varions branches. - If these

were reallv in earnest, they would surely be liaving more

efieet 'on public policv.
Meeting together once a year and passing typewritten

resolutions will flot prove sufficient. There inust be agi-

tation of the publJic mind and of the paxlianientary mind.

Mdernbership in the League should men somiething

more than a paltry social distinction.

T HF, deatli of the Ho. A. G. Blair is so recent, and

the political controversies ini wlicl lis lattr days

.were inivolved were so keen that any formial appraisal of

lis work is at present impossible. When the inner lis-
tory of the years iqoý and I904

MR. BI<AIR'S cornes to le written, an interesting
MONUMENT page will be contributed ta the re-

cord of the muner circles of the Canadian Cabinet.~ But


