
T HERE is a greatpiece of work to be doue for Can-ada-and it should be done quickly. The time is

opportune. Every bit of patronage should be taken out

of the hands of the members of Parliament and the pro-

W 0 e Nvincial legislatures, and in this

WMOY HELN piece of work woiiien may ihelp.
MAY ELPWomen are -interested in keep-

ing men pure and honest, and at the saine time they

are ambitious to have them become successlul and of

soine importance. They must recognise that politics,

which. ought to be the highest form of competition for

success and faine, too ?often brings obloquy and disgrace

to fathers and husbands. A maember of Parliament is

disgraced if the men who back lin in his candidature

and work for him in bis election resort to iînproper

methods. His, fainily suifer through no- act of his,

nevertheless they suifer.
If the men who resort to these unseemly methods

were neyer rewarded by public appointments, there

would be no inducement for thema to resort to such ex-

pedients. They would not become' ward-workers. The

work they now do would be performed by men of higher

standing and greater sense of political honour.

Civil Service reform is not a cure-ail, but it would do

mudch to eliminate the dangers of public lufe. It would

ease the pressure on public men and prevent mucli o! the

present "back-stair" business. It would remnove a secret

dread from the minds of mnany good womnen who fear

that the men they love and esteci may be, mixed up in

some political scandal.

T RIE admiaistrators of 'the new Provinces of Sas-
katchewan and Alberta are attracting much at-

tention in older Canada. They are, like their own new-

West, breezy, refreshing and virile. They are enterpris-

NT E Es Ti N G ing men of action. They are not
Fxp£RMHNTS bound down by conventions and
EXPERMENTS the cob-wehs of "vested interests."

Whent they see what they want, they readli out their

hands and grasp it firmly.
Perhaps the most interesting of their experiinents is

Alberta's plan to put a telephone in every home ini the

province-a Governmental telephone systemn owned by

the people, operated' by the people and serving the con-

venience of aIl the people. It is like a page fromn ttopia

or a Bellainy dream. Ifit can be worked out to a suc-

cessful conclusion, it will make Alberta an attractive

place ini whîch to, live. 01 ail modern inventions, the

telephone brings the miost pleasure to, the most people.

The electric street car, the electric liglit and the automo-

bile could be forgotten, but neyer the telephone.

Alberta legislators dlaim that the Bell Cumpany's

rates are too higli, that its conduct lias been monopo-

listic in character, and that it is paying dividends on

much "watered" stock. Whether these are facts or not,

they are the f eatures which have influenced Alberta in

deciding for public ownership and operation, as they

have it in Great Britain. If the Alberta Goverument

fails to bring forth the fruits of cheapness and efficiency

which they have promised, they will suifer at the hands

of a disappointed people and set back the communis tic

movement. They have attempted an enorinous tas< and

for its accomplishinent must sedure a staff of reliable
public servants and a corps of the best experts. Pitflls

will be found on every side, and they will have niucli

trouble avoiding themn ail.
Glasgow has led the world ini municipal enterprise,

yet Glasgow practically killed municipal ownership of

telephones in Great Britain. Nearly every city there lias

installed its plant under the guardianship of the National

or of the Post Office. It appears that -Glasgow was

badly advised in the equipment which it adopted, and it

proved unsatisfactory. It is stili in use, but a large ex-

penditure for renewal and change is imminent.
Alberta and Manitoba may do ranch for provincial

ownership, if their experiments are successful ; they will

do mucli to destroy this advanced idea if their experi-

ments are costly and unsatisfactory.

M ON THS have elapeed, since the lamented death of
Alexander Muir, the sturdy and simple singer of

Canada's national chant. A canvass, more or less ener-

getic, according to the neighbourhood, was made by the
commnittees appointed to colleet

1S THE MAPLE Iunds ,for the Muir Memlorial. A
LEAF DROOPING? paltry eighteen hundred dollars is

all that bas been accumiulated. Surely we Canadians

can do better than this. Surely we are not so steeped

and soaked in a sornewhat sordid prosperity that we are

too lazy to do our share ini erecting a monument to the

good old man who loved bis a:dopted country with an

ardour that was almost fierce ini its earnestnes-s. Lack

ofinterest is an even less valid excuse than lack of

money, and lack of money for sucli a splendid and fitting

object cannot exist in this rich land.

Every Canadian mnan and woman should consider it a

personal obligation to contribute to the memnorial to

Alexander Muir. It has been suggested that the monil-

ment should be erected in Toronto. The writer of
this disagrees. The statue, or whatever f ormn the

memorial takes, should be high on the swelling chine of

the Niagara escarpient, over against the monument to

that other stalwart Canadian, Sir Isaac Brock. There,
no doubt, the good olil singer, if we could have bis

views, would choose the site of the work of art and of

national piety which must some day rear its crest. The

Canadian People have no cause to fear suspicion of fin-

ancial meanness. 'They have given proof to the con-

trary turne and again. But indolence, or preoccupation,

or the stress of the strennous lîfe, or some other cause,
lias prevented their doing their duty in the premises.

Let us wake up and render fltting national homage to

the memnory of a man who loved'bis country, who lived

honestly and who died poor.

D ID you ever reinark how an agitation arses ? First,
soine mnan speaks to his neiglibour and says: 111

have been thinking that there is something wrong with
2."Neighbour answers : "Do you know, old dmap, I

arn beginning to think that my-
U NDeR G ROU N D self." The two speak to two oth-
MURMURINGS ers and the endless dham of con-

versation lengthens. Suddenly there is a puif of smoke

and the eheather is afire.
In the Province of Ontarîo to-day there are under-
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