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The Impostor
(Cntinued from page 17.)

bu you'l htave Lu give tue te chance
of making niy itotel bill. lu MY couni
try i.ve een 'folke livelier ai~ a Ituterai.;

Thte glasses, were itanded round., out
winen t;ue gambier reaclîiei out towards
te silver at lUs side, a big 'bronaeu-

sk i oed ranetier stopped ilmn.
v,'lie drawýietl. *'ýVe:re neL stick-

ing you for a touototve tank, and -titis
cornes out tif iiy treasury. -111 eall yen.
titree dollars and take sny chances on
te draw."1

-Weil, " said te dealer, "tiat'a a lit-
tic more encouraging. Ânybody want-
ing Lu make it 'botter 1"

-A young lad in elaboratelýy-embroid-
ered tieerin witi a tlusited face leaued
upon te table. "Silow you hùow we
play carda in te old country,," Le~ sait.
-li make ît t1iirty-for a beginning."

There wvas a momnentary ience, for
te lad itad staked, heavily and, blo of

late, but one or two more beta3 were
made. 'ien te cards were turned op,
and te lad seniled fatuotisly as lie took
up itis winnings.

*Now 1,11l let you sc," lie said. "Tis
timie Weil miake it fifty."'

lie won Lwice mnore in succession, and
Lite men close! in about tet table, witile,
fur te dealer knew wlien Lo îstrike, the
glas.ses wentL round again, and in te
growilg initerest nobody quite nloticed
wlio paid for te refrecient. TJ.in,
wile te dollars began to trickle iu, the
lad floung a bill for a itundred down.

"Go on," lie ssaid a trille lhuskily. "To-
niglit you can't beat me!"

Once more bie won, and just then two
n cante quietly inLo the rom. One

of 't.in signed Lu te liotel-keeper.
"Whiat's going on? The boys seeti

kcind of keoit," lie said.
Thte otiter nian laugited a little. "Fer-

ris9 las struck a s'treak of luclc, but I
wouldn't bie very sorry if you got La
away, Mr. (Jourtitorne.. lie Lias Lad as
ntuvit as lie cau carry already, and I
don'V want anybody iiroke up in iny
bouse. Tite boys van lok out for thent-
selves, but te Silverdale kid bias been
losing a good deal lately, aïnd lie doesni't
know 2when te stop."

W4itam glanced at his colnpaiou,
who nodded. "The young fool,» lie

Withant guessed te 1 drif t of te
seechi, but lie could re9pect a confi-
dence, and laughled a littie. "It's nlot
often I itave done any une a good turn,
and te novelty lias its attractions."

Dane did flot appear contented wiLth
tItis explanation, but lie asked aotiting
furtiter, and te two sat watclting te
men about tIte table, wito were evi-
denttly growing eager.

"Titat's two itundred the kid itas let
go," said somnebody.

Titere was a mummur of excited voices,
and one rose itoarse and a trille aitaky
in thte consonants. above te rest.*

'ýSitow you itow a gentleman van stand
op, boys. Tlirow ttent out again. Two
hundred titis tinte ou thte gante!"

Titere was silence and te rustie of
situffled cards; titea once more te
voices went up. "Against lit! Bet-
ter let Up before lie t&kes your fart.
Oh, let -hlm face iV and show Lis, grit-
te nman wlio slings round bis hiundreds

eau afford to lose!"
Tite Iad's face sitowed a trille paler

trougit the drifting emoke, titougli a
good mnany of te cigars itad gone out
nov, and once more titere was te still-
nese of expectnvy trougit wiiv a
strained i'oice rose.

"Going tLu geL it ail baek. lil stake
you four Itundred."

Witiaant rose and ntoved forward
quiebly, wiLth Dane beind but, and ten
stood7îVilI wliere lie could see te table.
Hie ba" alzo very observant eyes, and
was f ree froin the excitement of tose
wlio tad, a risk on te' gante. eti,
wlit te cards were deait, it was Vte
gambler's face lie watcited. For a, brief
space nobody moved, and then te lad
flung down his cards and stood up wlth
a greynie&s lu his, iteeke and bis lbands
sitaking.

"You'v4e got ail mny dollars now," lie
said. "Still, I'îî play yen. for doubles
if you'll tae my paper."

Thte gambler nodded, and llung dlown
a big pile of buis. "I gnosLs l'l trust
you. Mine are here."

fiTe bystanders walted motionless,
and noue of tiein made a bet, for any
stalies they could offer would Le trilles
now; but titey glanced at thie lad wito
.stood tensely still, wile Wl itan
watched te face of te man at te
table in front of hlm. For a moment
lie saw a flicker of triutpi in his eyes,
and thaL dlecided hîm. Again, ons by
one, tite vards went down, and then,
witen everyx>dy waited in straiued ex-
pectancy, btse lad seeened Vo grow limp
suddeniy aud groained.

"You can let up,» hie said itoarsely.
"I've gone downl"

Thon a liard ýbrown liard was laid
irniu te table, and while bte rest
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