PREFACE

tfary a mishty Advantage; and the' coftlyy
aﬁdycven ;gnegn Flétterigs and Cares tha%
Were employ’d to detach that Prince, and
the Triumphs us’d on that Succefs, Thould
confirm the Opinion: But what Effect had
‘it? None to the Advantage of our Adverfa-
ries, Some cafual Deficiencies at Home de-
feated the Defigns abroad , otherwife our
Enemies might in this laft Interval have fele
more Evils, then, Ihope, we fhall ever now
have occafion to wifh to em.  For the Greas
Kjng condefcends that the Houfe of his Maje-
fty ﬁlall become the Place of Treaty for Peace,
ahd there fettles to the Empire and Spain,
Bariess fo firm and flrong, that their Ene-
mies cannot by Force, in Ten Years, recover
what was by Agreement reftor’d to’em here,
except grofs Negligence, Treachery or Dif«
cord open their Gates, which are Evils the
Pofleflors only can provide againft.  For, in
the prefent Circumftances of Europe, all any
ﬁng‘ e State {hould reafonable wifl, is, to be
in a Condition to prevent Surprize from a
" Neighbourhood, and jo have a Power fuf-
- ficient to defend it felf for fome time ; and then

oubtlefs thofe Potentates whofe Intereft it is,
that the Aggreffor fhould not, by the Ruin
of another, grow too powerful, will come
to the Affiftance of the Opprefled: For the
late celebrated League does demonttrate,
That the Grofs of Mankind feldom vary
from their. Intereft, when they know it and

are




