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The direct transfusion of human blood from one individual.
to another is an operation of great antiquity, but in the history
of medicine it lias neyer been as extensively employed as it is

to-day. From time to time transfusion of blood has been

abandoned, largely becauise of technical difficulties in its per-

formance, but of late, years, as the resuit of the introduction

of more perfect and less complex methods, the operation lias be-

corne much more generally employed. Its value 'as a therapelitic

measure in1 the treatment of many pathological conditions bas

in receut vears been established on a scientific basis. Thus, it

bas proved of great service in the treatment of hemorrhage,

shock, illuminating gas poisoning, and of more doubtful value

in perniejous anernia and certain toxemias.
The writers wvill not review the observations which hiave

been made, iu recent medical literatul'e, regarding the value of

transfusion in the miiltitudinous conditions in which it bas

been used; wc piropose to restriet oui' observations to the value

of direct transfusion of blood in the emergencies of military

surgery. There may be some question as to its efficaey in many

of the conditions in which it bas been eînployed, but in liemorr-

hage and shock, more particillarly iii shock accornpanied by

hemorrhage, its value lias been proved beyond a shadow of

doubt. Ve~ inny asscrt that wvc have no more efficiÎent means

at our command to save life in cases of severe hemorrhage

than by the direct transfusion of humail blood fromn one indi-

vidual to another. This lias been proved ýnot only in traumratie

hemorrhage (primarv and secondary), but in hernorrhage fromn

such conditions as g'astric ulcer, typhoid ulcer, ruptured extra-

uterine pregnuancies, the beleiTrhages of the new-born and in

hemophili a.
If wve enquire into facts %vhich are knowfl regarding the

effeet of introducing human blool into the vascular systein of

an individul scin rr h erae, we realize t~he diffi-


