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MEN, WONMEN, AND THINOS IN CENERAL

There is a great outcry in England against the proposed increase of
the tax on beer. 'fhe increase bas been rendcred necessary by the
expet-ditures incnrrcd on accotint of foreign complications, and when this
trnth dawns on the mind of the mnass of the beer-drinkers, it will go far
towards destroying any lîking they may have lcft for a Ilspirited foreign
policy." If the Englishman must pay for Herat with bis beer, he wiIl elect
to let Herat go.

Tlhere is lcss talk of Ilsumptuary" lcgislation among the anti.Scott
Act people since 1 cxposed a few weeks ago their inexcusably stupid
bluindering in the use of their favorite word. Tbey secin to think stili,
however, that a suniptuary law is in soute sense a law to prcscribe iihat
shall be caten or drunk. Supposing this to bc correct, a law to permit the
use of becr and %vine, and forbid the use of wvhîskey or branýy, would be a
sumptuary law of the miost invidions kind. If I werc disposed to use
alcoliolie. liquors as a beverage at aIl, I ivould prefer pure whiskey tu either
beer or wine, partly on bygicnic grounds, and partly because its taste is less
rCe)ugnant to nie titan iliat of %vine, while I cannot tolerate beer under any
naine. .Wbhy slîould nîy tastes in the niatter of beverage be interfered
with by thobu %%lîu pircft.r beer or wine ? Sncb a law as these licople abk for
is infinitely wçorse and more tyrannical than the Scott Act, .%hich is not
dîrcctud against any class in particular, anid amnis sinmply at the repression of
public drinkiîîg places.

One aspect of the beer and wine inovement lis not been nmade suffi.
cîcntly pronîinent. ''lts sb the bad faitb of the Legislature, wbich assumes
ico enmasculate the lawv aitur the people have adolited it in so nîany localities.
The Scott Act origiîîatcd in the L)onîiion Sernte, and was iîiercly ;isseiîted
ico by the Ilousc of Cuîîîîîîons. It wvas îlot sucli a law as tîîe teinperance
people wanted, but theý %vure told that ià was the best tlîey cuuld get, ar.rl
iliat they would bave to iii.ike the most of it before aîîy furtîier conces-
sions %voutd bc maide. They went to work in good faith and .5ecurcd its
adoption ini a few counties, only to fSud their lîands tied by lîtîgation in-
volving the constitutionality of the law. WVhen tlîis was finally affinned,

the rapid adoptici of tlhe Iaw by overwbclming majorities, inducsd its
opponents to appeal once more to Parlianient, wbich now thrcatens to sub.
stitute for thc Scott Act in cntirely niew mensure of partial prohibition.
The spectacle is a most humiliating onc, and the Parliamrent which would
bc gnilty of sucb a brcacb of faith with thie people, niust miake up its mid
to he called sternly to, account.

It is sometimies asked wvhy, if jhe brewers ire willing to throw the dis.
tillers overboard ini this strugglc, the latter are keeping so quiet, and are
even found aiding and abctting the proinoters of the wine and beer move-
ment. l'le explanation is obvions. If licetises are grasitcd to seli 'vine
and beer, lie vendors will casily evade the prohibition ini respect or
wlîiskey. In other words, under cover of a mere 'vine and beer license a
large retail tradc in whnskey will be carried on, and (or the privilege ofsel-
ing it the vendor will have nothing to pay. It would l>e infinitely better to
have the Crooks Act, pure and simiple-, for it requires a license for ail
liquors alike.

It is casy to predict with sorte certainty the future programme of the
temperance party in Canada, if the House of Commons endorses the
Senate's action in relation to the Scott Act. That Act ivili be nominally
in force in a large number of cotinties during the next three or four ycars.
In its altered formi no one wvilI have any interi2st in enforcing it and there
will be virtual f ree trade in liqjuors of ail sorts, and no license paid. The
demoralization wvill be so great that the tinie will be favorable for a general
prohibition movement -and undoubtedly one will be made. Already the
note of preparation comes f rom St. John, New Brunswick. At an Alliance
meeting there, the other day, resolutions were passed affirming that the
Senate amendments to the Scott Act were passed in defiance of the terr-
perance sentiment of the country, that neither of the two existing political
parties can be depended on to take ni> and press prohibition as a political
question, and that Ilin the opinion of the Alliance the time bas arrived
when the creation of a third party is necessary, fully pledgced in the in-
terests of a probibitory lawv for the Dominion." It will bc interesting to
note the extent to which the new party wviIl draw fromn each of the others,
and to wvatch the kind of treatment it will receive fromi them. It would be
a mistake, bowever, to suppose that the end of the long :strngýgle is ap-
proaching. There is trne to do something between this and the ne>xt
gencral eltction in the way of organization, but it will require years of
sustained effort to bring to light the full effect of the application of this
touchstone.

The yonng wornen hiave carrîed off their full share of thte bonors
awardcd this year at the Arts c\aminations in the University of Toronto.
Five of them take the degree of B. A. with b onors, and three of these
attendcd lectures during the session. Trhe nanies of the graduates are
Misses Margaret arid Edith Brutvn of 'i'oronto,-datgltcrs of the Liîe Hon.
George .llrown,-.\Miss Gardiner of Hamnilton, Miss Laingley of B3rantford,
and 'Miss Bald of Wcllan.d. The last named took Greek and Latin as lier
lionor Departnient ; the other four took the Department of Modem';
L.anguages, which includes English, French, Germant Italian, and Ethnol.
ogy. The gold medal for proflciency in -Modemn Languiges wvas carried
vif by Missb 'Margaret B3rown after kecen competition. In the third year

claS Miss Balmer, of Toronto, wvho last year took two scholarships, came
witbIn afwmarks of taking two this year, one in Modern Languages and

one in Historical and Political Science. Sue also toïk bonors in Mental
and Moral Science, and %voit asily the Governor-General's gold nicdal for
general proficiency in the work of the year. No more brilliant stand bas
cver been taken in the history of the University, and it is made stili more
phenomienal by the fact that ýMiss Balmer bas had no exceptional training

ý.ut rather the reverse. In the second year, Miiss Spcnce, of Mount
Plcasant, who won a College prize recently in Mental Science, took at the
University cxamination first.class honors ini Classics and ini Mental Science
and Lo,,ic,-a remiarkable achievement wlien it is known that site spent
the tern before Christmas at the Normal Scbiool, and did not begin to
attend lectures in Univtr.,ity College till after New Vear. Several young
ladies took good standing in the first year.


