
THE INDIAN NATION<S-

O)jcbývay IÇcchc.tnu-tedco, or Kczha-tiiunedon,
made the Indiens, and placed thorm on this con-
tinent. They consider tlîat every nation speak-
ing a difféerent languoage is a separate creation;
but thut ait %vote matde by the same Suprenie
Bcing. Ilow they wcere crcated they knov
neot. They say that wvhcn the Great Spirit
made the difficrent nations of the carth, Ile
gave themn difforent, !anguagcs, complexions,
and religions, divers customs, maniners, and
modes of living. WVhcn Ile gave the Ojebvays
their religion, He tld thein how~ they %veto ta
act, and with tbis knowi etige they think it
wouid bc wrong, and give great ofrence to their
Crcator, zo forsakeo the oit! ways of their fore-
fathers.

The different tribes o? the Ojebway nation
who nowv inhabit the shores of the Lakes, werc
called «,ahldoiray,* or Harone, whom the
Ojebwvays dispossessedl o? their couîntry by con-
quest; after ibis the Nahdowvays, acknowiedg-
ing that they wvere conquereti, freeiy gave up
their country, at the same timte entering into a
treaty with the Ojebvays, and careng, ever
after te cal! each other breibren, which treaty
is stili observedl betwveen the tvo nations.

Some tribes believe tiîat a great man, endued
with the spi rit o? the gods, by the naine of Na-
nabozho, (the meaningr of which is noiv test,)
madie thew~orid, andi the Indians in America,
soon after the floodi; the tradition of wvhich is
preservcd by the Ojebvays.

.After ail that canl be gathered frora the wvzsc
olti Indians and their traditions on this subject,
it appears that their notions ns to their orîgin
are nothing but a mass o? confusion; nmany o?
their traditions are foundeti on dreams, whîch
wilt account for the numerous riculaus
stonies current amongst them.

Much bas of late ycars been saîid anti written
on the supposition o? the Northi Amenican In-
dians having descendeti from the lmn lo2l tri bes
of Israel. There are many thinga ta favour
this opinion, and many against it. Whcn 1
reati tho book calieti "The Star in the Wecst,"
anti ISmith's viewv of the Hebrcwvs," 1 was
strongiy inclincti ta favaur the tlîeory; because
many a? the cubtoms and sacrifices o? the In-
&uos, resemble very much those o? the Chul-

*This word is alto applicd to the Six Nalions or
ladiang.

dren o? Israei, sucin as observing days Ot'putifi-
cation, ofrering the first fruits o? the earth,
burnit sacrifices, andi rcckoning time by moons.
But on the other hand * they have no Sabbaths,
no circuincision, no aitars erecteti, and no dis-
tinction bel.ween ciean anti unecan animis.-
It woîild ser alimo t impost-ibie fur the decs-
cendants aif the Israolites ever ta have tost the
recolection a? their sabbwli.days, and the itte
o? circumncision, both a? which were so soleinniy
enjoinedtiupon tiem. The nbovi?-mentioned
waorks give an accounit of cîrctncsion existing
amongst some trîbes in the wost: but I have
enqîîîred of several oit! Inchan me~n whether
they ball ever hecard of such a practice beîng
observet! by aur forefathers previous te the
ianding of Europeans on the shores of Atncrica,
andi they have aiways expresseti themseives
quite ignorant on the subject.

Prom ail 1 have heard andi reati on it, 1 am
more inclînet! ta favour the opinion that they
are descendants af the Asiatie Tartars, as thora
appears te me, front the information I have on
the subjcct, a mare striking similarity in fea-
tures, customs, anti manners, hetwveen thetu
and my countryînen thon to any other nation.
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The varîous tribes of the Ojebwvay nation
scattereti along the shores of the great Lakes,
tiniversaiiy helieve in the existence a? anegreat
Supreme Beingwhomn they caiiKeche-munedoo,
wvhich literaliy rneans The Great Spirit, or
J<'--Jza-munedoo, the Benevolent or Xercýfu1
.Spirit. Believing him ta aboanti in love and
morcy towards bis creattires, they suppose hlmu
too great ta concern himseif with the failles o?
poor earthiy beings, ivhose existence e ily lants
as it %vore for a day, bis chiefcare being that of
suppiying their daiiy wvants. .Munedoo means
a spirit, either gooti or bat!. In order to des-
ignate the character or rature o? the spirit
they use the prolxes, as in the words above
mentionet!.

They aise believe in the being o? an evit
spirit, wvhom they cali Mahje-mndoo; ibis
spirit they imagine possesses great power te
injure any Wvho Jare ta atTiend him, and! in order
ta keep in frientlship witb him, and appease hie
anger, same have been known ta ofi'er sacrifi-
ces ta tbis infernal spirit, se that ho might flot
bning upon them death, illnes, or badl luck ini
htinting. They moreover believe that thora


