- 4
SOOI

reir One'
uf 3,000
t of ad-
ers, and
who 'are
firm are
dvertis

IRCTLX
Eastern
n for all
lumos

hs; 84

4

nuanc

i to the

n trig
Prince
da, are
for the

dvance
of the
won of
panied

ted by
Print-
where

Oo

—— —— =

Publisked ander the direction of the Wesleyan Methodist Conferemce of Eastern British Americs

-

Volame XXV.

i ——

ereecmemen.

-

HALIFAX, N.S, wEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 1873,

Number 21

e ——p———

THE HYMNS OF THE WESLEYS tion of prisoners, many of whom were felons,
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE SPIRIT AND MANNER DOt only were they subdued by the word, but
OF THEIR PREACHING AND OF THRIR | shed tears at the singing of that verse :—

BVANGELICAL WORK. Outcasts of men, to you I call,
By Tar Rev. Davip Hay. Harlots and publicans, and thieves !
He spreads his arms to embrace you all ;
¥inners alone his grace receiv. s :
No need of Him the rightevus have ;

CHARLES WESLEY. ‘[
He came the lost tv seck and save.

The preaching of Charles Wesley was imme-
diately directed, like that of his brother John, | Illustrations and instances ot the passion and
to the salvation of souls. He bad, with him, a | pcwer of Charles Wesle)y 's preaching might be
passion for saving souls, and under his preach- | alwost endlessly multiplied, but let these suf-
ing multitudes were added to the Lord, who fice. His now sainted biographer appears
became his glory and joy.
ing, and aim the brothers were one, having | when he says that his discourses were the effu-
both been baptized into the same Spirit. They | sion of the heart rather than the offspring of
firmly believed in the universal guilt and depra- | the iutellect or of the imagioation. He deliv-
vity ot the bumaw race, and also in Christ, ss | ered God's Word with a divine unction which
““God’s great gift to all mankind.” They strong- | gave to it irresistible power and authority.
ly and decidedly bore testimony to the truth that | His beart was iuflamed with zeal for Chiist,

the Son of God gave Himself a ransom for all. | and yearned over the souls ot the people; thé

They knew nothing of those bonds which a|tears ran down his cheeks; his tongue was
limited redemption and a restricted Gospel im- | loosed ; and be poured forth the truth of God
pose on the preacber’s offer of salvation. They | with an effvct which was overwbelming. When
openly declared and maintained by arguments his own heart was deeply impressed be not uo-
which have never been refuted, that the re-|frequently extended bis discourse to the kngtb‘]
deeming grace of God is free for all men. For | of two hours and even wore, as Johu Wesley |
this truth Charles Wesley contended as stoutly | did under similar circumnstances.
as his more polemical brother. He not only| Such, then, in the early period of their
preached it wherever he went, but set it forih evangelistic lasbours, was the preaching of
in his psalms and bymns with a fulness and Jobn and Cbarles Wesley.” And how striking- i
power which were irresistible.  On the subject | ly in those respects already noted did their
ot God's universal love to man, he put forth his | hymns reflect their preaching. Take, tor ex-'
sentiments with intense and passionate earn- |ample, the first ten o the bymn-book under
estness. To the thousands who 'gathered |the beading ** Eyhorting Sinners to Return to
around bim on Kennington-common and else |God.” How fully in them is the Gospel mes-
where Charles Wesley cried : | sage stated ; how freely is the Gospel invita-
| tion given, and bcw lovingly and powerfully
| is the sinner expostulated and reasoned with.
[ Can anything lor instance, surpass io tender-
K i | ness and lorce the three bymns on the text,
_Aod what & glorious opportunity was thus . ywhy will ye die?” And who is it that asks
z:e"_ to ‘the h_"‘ld of salvation to _declm 10 the question of the sinner? Itis God—God,
ening ll‘ultlludel that Jesus Christ, by the ;.. Maker; God, his Saviour ; God, the Spirit,
grace of God, tasted fleslh for every man. ' asks him why. And why will ye dic? Why
But even those vast audiences were not suffic- | .10y the Father's love, why slight the Saviour's
ient to satisfy lfu heart, upanded as it was by | grace, why grieve the Holy Spirit ?
the love of Christ. He desired to proclaim it |
to the world, to make it knowu to all mankiud. |
Hence his fervent wish : —

Bee all your sins oa Jesus laid ;
T'he lamb of God was slaia :

His soul was ence an offering mate
For every soul of man.

O, ye dying sinners, why,
Why wi.l you forever die !
‘ ) And again why, since God has already be- |
OJ; :‘:’:‘h':’:’;r:g':: _ Elt.oved his word of salvation, and jby an oath |
To bid their hearts rejoice l declared that be has no pleasure in the death
In Him who died tor all! | of the sinner, and above all, has not spared’
{ his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all!

For all wy Lord was cracified :
For all for all my Saviour died.
5 | Then, renewing his appeal to the sinner, be

And if Charles thus sung of the Gospel of | laims
the grace ot God, not less fully did he in his e .mf. '— )
minislrni'onl testity of it. Preaching, he says, ‘ bcj;:z:‘:z‘:?ﬁlgfgh"f’::: !!
to a maultitude of people, he sirongly called | Mingled wi h his blood, they cry,
upon them for an hour and a balf to come to ' Why will you resolve to die
God, who would have all men to be saved. In| Arethere not congregations amongst us in
one instance be tells us that the Lord gave him | which these hymns are now seldom beard, or
voice and strength to exhort about two thous- | the subject of them treated from the pulpit ?
and sinners to repent, and he concluded his | Is it because there are no sinners in our assem-
sermon by singing an invitation to sinners to | blies to whom they are applicable ? Are there
come to Christ. And what could be more none still dead in tresspasses and sins, and
suitable and effective for such a purpose than ' bastening on to the second death? Not out-
that bymn, which bas since been so often sung : | wardly such it may be, as those to whom the

Betore Wickliffe's translation, the pries ot a
Bible in Latin, an unknown toogue to all but the

learned, was as much as a laboring man's prieot

———

: AFRICA'S NATIVE BISHOP.

In view of the preseot visit to Eogland of
Bishop Crowthier, the native chief pastor of

bad completed a visitation tour of all the mis- strsin. the mere dull it is to their compreben- | them almost a shocking irreverence to speak of.
sionary settlements on the river; beld his first sion, and the more repugnamt to tbeir tastes. But why limit the owmnipresence and omnipo-
ordination at Onitsku ; confirmed such as were Yet it is also true that there are Christians to' tence of their Saviour aund their clder brother ?

In doctrine, Ieel-lmo-t truly to bave deseribed his preaching, '

of work for 15 years, and equal to £300 ot our | 2 .
money. Even after Wickliffe's own copy was |*0¢ Niger Territory, the following particulars
finisbed, the value of & New Testamen: was | °f his bistory may prove interesting to many.
£2 164. 6d., equal to £30 now. One morning,i n the year 1821, the inbabitants

In 1890, the 13h year of Ricbard 1., bihﬁo" Osbugun, a town about 100 miles inland
was broaght into the House of Lords tor the | frow the Bight of Benia, were attacked oy s
'lllve-lr:tfukmg tiibe. The town was captured
tluence of Jobn of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, |04 burnt. Among the prisoners was a boy,

the king's uncle, was rejected. The followers | 2Ui4b by name, eicven years of age, with bis
of Wckliffe were then encouraged to publish | mother, bis two sisters, and one of his cousins.

auother and more correct translation of the | 1be Felatives were, bowever, soon divided

purpose of suppressing it ; but through tbe -

ready for the ordinance; had interviews with whom the whole range of our diversified relig- | Ab ! brethren, let us cure this uobelief—by the
remarkable native kings and chieis along the ious literature is dull, vapid, and sballow, u! best test in the world—Dby actually inviting our
river,and obtained their sanction and assistance compared with the Scriplures, and who read | Master to come with his supernatursl presence
for forming new tations, and thus consolidated ¢ Book for pleasure, and with an avidity , and power into our seuls. The prayer of
and extended Christ’s kingdom in his native Dever awakened by any otber book. Many of | prayers is ** Come Lord Jesus !" This i the
avd.— Rock. tbe first intellects ia every age have bestowed | prayer for the overthrow of that adversary who
upon the Bible their maturest, profoundest and ' torments us —for the relief of our burdees aad
POPULAR RELIGIOUS BOOKS. latest applications. Nor is it only that the tears, for the quickening of our faith, for the
Wit soniskaniiion Shat 5 vilerm s sessptiry ::dlym:l“:c.r“::)llum exercises md c:rensxbcu.- ' daily victory over. sin, for the uvee(em'n‘ ot
i ikt Inavatare ot iho ik e ddusassd. and ctual power, but it gives lbg student | our tempers, for |h|:‘ success of our spiritual
# that deep delight in bealthtul works of thought | toils, for the conversion ot those we love. To

" eyes.

Weary souls that wander wide
From the central poins of bliss,
Turn to Jesus crucitieo,
Fiy to those dear wounds of His :
Sink into the purple flood :
Rise 1nto the lite of God.

Thus did he make the hyma the closing part
of his sermon, and it was probably the most
powertul part too, for it was its appeal and ap-
plication. Sometimes the servaot of the Lord
was met with opposition from the sons of
Belial, but this only served to stimulate his
eourage and to quicken bis zeal into still great-
er tervour. /< one instance, when the enemy
raged exceediugly, be concluded from this dis-
play of Satan’s enmity that God bad a great
work to do among them. For he well knew
as be had often .ung:—

1n vain doth Saian rage his hour,
Beyond his chain he caonot go;
Qur Jesvs shall stir up his power,
And so6n avenge us of our foe.

And it was so there; for at the time the ene-
my was thus raging, he felt such a power come
upon him that be lifted up bis voice like a
trumpet, and for more than an bour preached
the Gospel with such effect, that the foe was
beaten trom the field, and mauy souls were sav-
ingly impressed with the truth. Similar effects
to those which attended the preaching ot John
Wesley were otten strikingly manifested under
that of Charles. Preaching on Ezekiel's vision
of dry bones, the breath of God so attended
the word that a man sank down under it and a
woman screamed for' mercy so loudly, that the
preacher's voice was drowned by her shrill cry.
Never before had he seen the like power
among them. And in reference to another
service he remarked that the Spirit is well
compared to a mighty rushing wind, the sound
of which they had heard, and whose fire they
felt to be kindled in them. At the same time
eonvinced sinners around them were passing
through the agonies of the new birth, and
while these blessed scenes were before his eyes
such was the effect upon himself that he knew
not how to leave off preaching, singing, and
praying. Several witnesses stood forth and
publicly testified that Jesus had opened their
Again, while preaching in a church be
declares that God was in very deed amongst
them, and a mighty tempest was stirted up
roand about Him. Some were shaken out of
their sins by the convincing words which the
Lord gave unto him to speak. Poor simple
souls fell down at the feet of Jesus, and the
place was filled with the cries of the w.ounded.
Ouae gentleman objected to bis preaching that
it would make the people melancholy, because,
be said, he saw the people weeping throughout
the church! The subjeet on which bhe was
preaching was the Good Samaritan, and for
two bours out of the abundance ot his beart
his mouth spake. Gieat was the company of
mourners, and, among the rest, the clergy-
men of the parish, but they were such mourn-
ers as, while they sow in tears, reap In J?y.
Sometimes the preacher and his congregation
were in tears together, as-at Kingswood,
where, as soon as be bad named his text—** It
is finished !" the love ot Christ crucified po
eonstrained him that he burst into tears. In
like manner, the whole congregation looked
upon Him whom they bad pierced, and mourn-
ed. Followiog the example of bis brother
Jobn, be also entered into prisons and preach-

ed the Gospel of divine ireedom to these poor
ignorant and neglected creatures [who were
doubly bound. Sisging, as usual, helped bim
even here, for when preaching to a congrega-

Wesley's preached more than a century and a
quarter ago, yet are there many as truly spirit

ually and with minds as full of enwity against
God, and in equal danger of perdition. Does
there need no similar voice of warning and
earnest expostulation to be lifted up among us
in tuese days of formality, worldliness, self-in-
dulgeace, and love of ease? Are there none
among us who call the Saviour Lord, who read
his written Word, who see the Gospel light,
and who yet need the expostulation, Why will
you, ye Christians, die? Alas! there are more
than we think or know.

And then, again, in illustration of the pas-
sion and power of the preaching of the Wes-
leys, how many a passage overflowing with
deep religious pathos might be quoted from
their hymns on ** The Pleasantness ot Relig-
ion,” and ** The Goodness of God.” Here,
again, there hymns and sermons were full of
the same inspiration. As they sang of the
pleasantness of religion, and of the go odness
ot God, so they preached; the sermon inten-
sitying the feeling which the opening bymn
created, while the closing hymn, suag with
heart and soul, served to carry it to a still
higher pitch. There hymns show how thor-
oughly their hearts were on fire with the spirit
of the Gospel, tor they could never bave been
written but under a white heat ot love to God
and man. And it is not surprising that the in-
spiration of the hymn and sermon oftea took
possession of the whole cengregation, so that

All were of one heart and soul,
And on y love inspired the whole.

And proper effect can only be given to our
glowing evangelical hymns, when the preacbers
beart and sermon are in full sympathy with
them. First identityiog himselt with bis hear-
ers in the common heirship of the curse, he
should then identity hearers with himsell io an
beirship in the common salvation. His invita-
tion to them will then be:—
Come, fecl with me the blood applied :
My Lord, my Love is crucified.
Is crucified for me and you,
To bring us rebels back to God :
Believe, beli ve the record true,
Ye all are bought with Jesu's blood
Pardon for all flows from tis side ;
My Lo.d, my Love is crucified.

Happy is it for those congregations in whieh
such hymns are sung on every Sabbath, and in
every service with the Spirit and _the under-
standing also. Methodism will not only live,
but flourish too, while its beart is with its
bymns, and its ministry is & true and living ex-

pression of them.—AMeth. Rec.

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE
BIBLE.

We bave accounts of various parts of the
Bible being translated into Saxon, when that
language was spoken in Eogland. The Psalms
were translaced by Adbelm, the first Bishop ot
Sherborne, (A, D. 706.) The four Gespels,
by Egbert, Bishop ot Lindisfern, who died A.
D. 721.

The Venerable Bede also translated various
parts, if not the whole of the Bible into S;xo.n.
King Alfred translated the Psalms, and Eltric,
Archbishop of Canterbury, parts of the Old
Testament about A. D. 995. English transla-
tions of the Bible were also made in the 13th
and 14th centuries. But of the complete
English translation of the Bible, the first was :

Wickliffes Bible, about A. D. 1880.—This
was before printing was invented ; transcripts
therefore were obtained with difficulty and

Bible. But in the year 1408, ia a convocation
beld at Oxford by Archbishop Arundel, it was
decreed that wo one should thereafter trans ate
any text of Holy Scripture into English by way
| ot a book, or little work or tract, and ibat no
book of this kiad should be read that was com-
poeed lately in the time ot John Wickliffe, or
since his death. This constitution led the way
1o great persecutions, and many persons were
punished severely, and even with dcath, for
reading the Scriptures in Engli.h.
Tindal's New Testament, (A.D. 15626.)—

| This was the first printed edition of any part

of the Scriptures into English. He had taken
the precaution of printing it on the Continent,
but Tonstall, Bishop of London, and Sir Tho-
mas More, Lord Chaucellor,succeeded in buying
up and burning almost the whole impression.
‘This enabled Tindal to publish an improved
edition. He also translated parts of the Old
Testament. In the year 15631, at the instiga-
tion ot Henry VIII. and his Coancil, be was
imprisoned, and atter a long conficement,
strangled, A. D. 1586, by the order of the Em-
peror at Villefort near Brussels, and bis body
reduced to ashes.

Miles Coverdale's Bible, (A. D. 1535.)—
Coverdale,afterwards Bishop ot Exeter,publish-
ed a translation of the Bible, (the greater part
of which was Tindal's,) and dedicated it to
King Henry the Eighth. This was the first
English Bible allowed by royal authority, and
a copy of it was by royal proclamation, ordered
to be placed in the choir ot every parish church
to enable every man to read therein.

Matthews' Bible, (A. D. 1537.) —dohn
Rogers, who assumed the name of Thomas
Matthews, and assisted Tindal n his Biblical
labors, edited a Bible, probably at Hamburg.
Taverner's Bible, (A. D. 1639 )—This was
a kind of intermediate work, being & correction
of Matthew's Bible.

The great Bible, (A. D. 1539 )—This was a
revised edition, corrected by Cranmer and Co-
verdale, and so called because printed in large
folio. There were several editions of it, and
particularly one in 1540 tor which Cranmer
wrote a preface, showing that ‘' Scriptures
should be bad and read of the lay and vulgar
people,” bence this edition of 1540 is calied
Cranmer’s Bible. During the reign of Edward
VI., (a peciod of seven years and a half,) no
new versions were executed, though eleven edi-
tions were printed both of the Old and New
Testaments.

The Geneva Bible, (A. D. 1560.)—Cover-
dale, Jobn Knox, Cbristepber Goedman and
other Eoglish exiles who bad taken retuge io
Geneva, published this translation: the New
Testament in 1557, and the remainder of the
work in 1560. To it were added notes favor-
ing the peculiar doctrines of Calvin.
Archbishop Parker's or the Bishops’ Bible,
(A. D. 1568.) —This was so called because be
with other learned persons, eight of whom were
bishops, published this translation. This was
in the reigo of Queen Elizabeth.

The Rhemish New Testament, (A. D. 1582 )
—This edition into English was published by
the Romanists at Rbeims. They retained many
Eastern, Greek and Latino words, and introdue-
ed so many difficult expressions that they com-
bined to render it unintelligible to the common
people. Shortly after

The Deuay Old Testamenl, (A. D, 1609-10.
—Cardioal Allen is understood to bave bad a
rincipal share in this work. The Rbemish
New Testameot and Douay Old Testament
form the present English Bible ot the Romanists.
King James's Bible. This is the English
translation of the Bible now in use.—It was
begun in spring ot 1607, in the reign of King
James 1., and finished in about three years.
Fifiy-four of the most learaed men in the Uni -
versities and other places were commissioned
to undertake the work of translation ; but seven
of these haviog from illaess and other causes
relinquished their task, the work was perform-
ed by forty-seven. The translaters were ranged
under six divisions, and several portiens of the
Bible were assigned te them according to the
several places where they were to meet, confer
and consult together. After long expectation
and great desire of the nation, the translation
of the Bible came forth in the year in 1611;
the divines employed baving taken the greatest
pains in conducting the work, fer they bad not
only examined the origiaal, but alse compared
together all the existing translations both
ancient and modern.

THE THREE LAST CALLS.

O slumberer, rouse thee ! despise not the truth,
But give thy Creator the days ot thy youth.
Why standeth thee idle P the day breaketh see !
The Lord of the vineyard is waitiag for thee.

Holy Spirit by thy power,

Grant me yet another hour;
Earthly pleasures | would prove
Earthly joys and eartbly love;
Scarcely yet has dawned the day,
Holy Spirit, wait, 1 pray.

SIXTH AND NINTH HOUR.
O loiterer, speed thee ! the mern wears apace ;
Then squander ne longer the moments of grace ;
Bu: haste while there's time, te thy Master

agree; -
The Lord of tte vioeyard stands waiting for
thee.

Gentle Spirit, stay, O stay !
Brightly beams the early day.

Let me linger in these bowers—
God shall have my neontide hours.
Chide me not for my delay,
Genule Spirit, wait, I pray.

ELEVENTH HOUR.
O sinner arouse thee ! thy morsing is past,

Already the shadows are lengthening tast.
Escape for thy life, from the dark mountains
flee !

ee !
The Lord of the vineyaid yet waiteth for thee.

Spirit cease thy mourntul lay ;
Leave me to myselt I pray;
Earth bath flung ber spell around me,
Pleasure’s silken chain bath bound me;
When the sun bis path bath trod,
Spirit, then I'll turn to God.

(Tolling Bell),

Hark ! borne on the wind is the bell's solema

toll, N
"Tis mournfully pealing the knell ot a soul.
The Spirit's sweet pleadings and strivings are

o'er,
"'he Lord of the vineyard stands waiting no
. re.
e —Christian Adeocate.

copies were scarce.

among the conquerors, Adjai, whose course we
| bave to pursue, with onéef-his sisters. being
| allotted to the principa! chief, who almost im-
mediately bartered him for a borse, but by a
failure in the bargain be was returned for a short
time to bis relatives. He was, bowever, soon
again taken prisoner, and sold in the slave-mar-
ket to a Mobammedan mistress, by whom be
was again disposed of for some rum and tobacco.
From his new owners he experienced barbarous
treatment. With 186 fellow prisoners he was
chained and fettered, and tbrown into the hold
of a ship, where their sufferings were most in-
tense. The vessel was, bowever, captured by
British cruisers. Adjai, and five of his young-
er companions, kept close together, in the bope
of sharing together the same fate, but dreading,
from the accounts which bad been falsely given
them by the Portuguese, that their new masters
would kill and devour them. When they were
brought on board the British man-of-war they
were terrified by seeing a beap of cannon shot,
which they imagined to be a pile of negroes’
beads, as well as by some pieces of pork, which
they thought to be the remnants of a cannibal
feast. Their fears, however, were greatly modi-
fied by discovering that the skulls were made of
iron, and that the flesh belonged to some ani-
mal that bad a cloven foot; and the kindness
of the sailors, who supplied them with food and
clothing, soon banished all suspicions, and made
them feel that they bhad fallen into friendly
bands. Soon after this, with a lit'le girl of the
same tribe, named Asano, be was placed under
the care of Mr. Weeks (afterwards Bisbop of
Sierra Leone), the pious missionary school-
master at Freetown, on the Western Coast of
Africa. Adjaidisplayed, froni the outset of his
emancipated life, great industry and intelli-
gence. Not content with two hours’ teaching
daily in the school, he begged a balf-penny
trom some of his countrymen, purchased an
alphabet card, and engaged one of the school
children as his teacher. I three days he had
learned the alphabet pretty well, in six months
was able to read the New Testament, and had
shown such a desire for improvement that
he attracted the special notice of the mission-
ary and his wife. Three years of kind and
faithful teaching were more tban rewarded by
bringing Adjai to renounce beathenism, and to
embrace with rll bis heart the religion ot Jesus
Christ. He was consequently baptized on the
11th December, 1825, and received the name
of Samuel Crowtber, after a well-known and ex-
celent clergyman. Atter visiting Eogland in
1826, he returned to Sierra Leone, and became
the first student in the Fourah Bay Institution
which was founded in order to prepare pious
Atricans for the work of evangelisiog their
countrymen. In 1829 he married Asano, and

of Regent's town, under the superintendence
of his former teacber, who was now the Rev.
Mr. Weeks. In 1841 Mr. Crowther was ap-
p’oinud to accompany the first Niger expedi-
tion. It will be remembered how disastrous
that mission proved te the lives of the party
engaged in it. Still it was oot without its fruit.
Mr. Crowtber was spared, and resolved to de-
vote himselt to the Lord’s work in that region,
For this purpose he eame over to England, bet
came a student in the Church Missionary Col-
lege in Islington, and was ordained by the
Bishop of Londoa to be a missionary in Abbeo-
kuta. Many providential circamstances led to
the-selection of that place as a missionary sta-
tion, and oa the 20d of December, 1843, be
reached the coast of Atrica, *‘ crowned a min-
ister,” as his countrymen expressed it, and
preached, for the first time, the word of life to
Lis black brethren. Daslayed at Badagery for
a year and a-balt by unforeseen events, he
preached constantly under the shadow of a wide-
spreading tree, and laid there the foundation of
a new mission. Arriving at length at Abbeo-
kuta what was his joy to find himsslt restored
to his mother and relatives, atter five-and-
tweaty years' absence, and his still greater joy
to be the means of subseqoently admitting them
into the Christian Chureb! We must pass over
his trials and successes at Abeokuta; over his
laboars as a transiator of the Scriptures and
Prayer-book into severs| languages of Africa;
over his third visit to England ; and his inter-
esting interview with our gracious Queen. We
must also omit to detail the four subsequent
and successful expeditions up the river Niger
in which he took part, and in each of which be
laid the foundations for new missionary settle-
ments. Successive bishops from England bad
been quickly cut down by disease upon the coast
of Atrica, and especially by the attempt to pen-
etrate into the interior. A chief pastor was re-
quired to eonsolidate and superintend the work
which had been so happi'y commenced. Every
eye was directed to Samuel Crowther; and on
the 29th of June, 1864, with the prayers and
concurrence of all, and uunder the Queen’s
licence, be was consecrated in the Cathedral of
Canterbury, as the first negro bishop of the
Niger. The University of Oxtord bad already
conferred upon him the bonorary degree ot Doc-
tor in Divinity ; aud it was a touching sight to
see mingling amongst some of the greatest aud
soblest in the land, who bad come to witness
the solema ceremony, several of bis African
countrymen, and that kind missionary's wife,
who bad given bin bis earliest lessons in re-
ligion, and whose sainted busband bhad been
some years before called away from his earthly
see to his heavenly crown. Bishop Crowther
was soon at his field ot labour. He left Eng-
land on the 24th ot June, 1864, and reached
Sierra Leone on the 10.b ot August. The re-
ception that there awaited bim was overwelm-
ing. Black men aud white thronged the quay
to meet and greet England’s first black bishop.
On the 23rd be reached Lagos, the seene of his
tormer slavery, and immediately proceeded up

for several years was the devoted schoolmaster J@ll men brought to receive the precious worde

not only of these, but of educated professors of
religion generally. The religious light read-
ing, evea of the past ten years would form a
coosiderable library, and while the demand is

of talling short. There aie many of these
books which only amuse a vacant hour. Some
of them coutain much novelty, but little merit ;
and possess only the lusciousness of a momen-
tary pleasure. They suit the great majority
of persons of desuitary minds, who, deluded
by the excessive variety of an inviting litera-
ture which neither stimulates nor taxes the
wental powers, rove from book to book, skim-
ming the surface of innumerable productions, |
but who never knew the satistying, healtbtal
delight of converse with an old book. There
are works s0 selid and affiuent in thought that, J‘
like all other great master-pieces, they please
better after an acquaintance of years. But
people grow weary of master-pieces, and see
to luxuriate in a universal mediocrity. Even
among professing Christians the oatural dis-
taste for the ‘‘things of the Spirit™ places
many persons of cultivated minds in imminent
peril of being led away from the nutritious
rank of doctrinal and practical godliness to the
thousand winning and caressing elaborations
ot worldly genius and talent under the insidious |
guise of a sentimental religion. It is prob.ble!
that never since Cbristianity was promulgated
bave Chiistians held themselves so entirely
aloof from those sound and editying books on
religion which constituted the aliment on which
next to the Bible, our evangelical forefathers
delightedjmost to feed. This disposition to
consider truly religious writing as abborreat
to good taste, as well as tedious aad uninter-
esting, has led to a perfectly new species of
literature which passes among Christians for
religious reading. The day ot ponderous
treastises and systematic sermons has clcsed.
And now our most popular religious writers,
whether novelists, essayists, poets, or sermon-
writers, vote all doctrinal discourses heavy and
soporific, and live by catching up the watch-
words of the hour, and breathing the spirit of
the age. The strong meat which suited the
mental digestive faculties of our tatbers is now
divided and attenuated, and mingled with milk
tor babes. The pure Retormation-wine must
be mixed with water. The Gospel must be
made easy ; the prosiac doctrine must be set
to music, and what would not be tolerated in
the guise of a treatise or homilyj must be
adroitly concealed in the shape of a dialogue
or story-book. And thus bas arisen a class
of productivns which occupy a debateable
ground between the Church and the world,
peither edifying the one nor repelling the
other. Yet, so earaestly do we desire to see

of Jesus Chbrist, that we would bave even there
means dealt with leniently, and would agree
to any innocent vehicle of truth, if only our
brethren may hear and Jearn of Jesus; but, if
it is ours to warn and guide, when the question
arises how the most healthiul, robust, and earn-
est Christian shall be formed, we must plead for
a severer regimen than these graceful tales, or
even than ‘‘ Lite Thoughts” or Village Ser-
mons,” We may be judged stern aud censo-
rious when we affirm of the popular religious
press that fancy is amused, but reason is fam-
ished, and every addition to imagery and orna-
ment tends in modern use to defrand the heart.
Sermens and essays in obedience to the pre-
vailing taste are coustraised to become picture
galleries of illustration and meretricious dis-
plays of metapbor and cooceits. Let us be
fully understood. The books we need are not
vague, compromising, latitudinarian, all com-
prebensive rbapsodies, or fictions, or strains
of sentimentality, however rainbow-tinted, but
deniable ts of Reformation trutb,
From more than vne quarter are the boundaries
of our Protestact faith invaded by the relig-
ious press of the day, especially from the sides
of Ritualism and rationalism. One large class
of writings is occupied with delineatioas of and
iospirations after loftier pomp, more complete
liturgical stateliness, vestmental sanctity, aad
meretricious decoration. In the opposite
quarter may be seen a formidable array of
books in varying degrees of falsebood and
effrontery concealed beneath the mark of Chris-
tian liberalism, all agreeing in the repudiation
of the tenets of sound theology—some promot-
ing scepticism, others denying or ignoring
proper inspiration, and otbers skilfully elimi-
natiog all meaning from the words Atonement,
Justification, Eternity.

To reform our religious literature we must
reform the popular religious taste. The great
fault of readers is, that they do not wisely se-
lect what they shall read; they bave neither
scrutisy nor discrimibation. There are few
things 1n which men ifeel more secure of their
skill than in the judgmesnt of books. The man
who would not trust his unaided judgment io
the purchase of a farm or a horse is quite cool
in determining the studies of a whole lite with-
out any regard to the principle which ought to
govern the selection of books. We believe
that this indifference, and vitiated taste ia re-
ligion, arise from the fact that the love of sys-
tematic Bible truth is cold in our day, and
that men require that the solid bullion of its
eternal verities sball be beaten out into the thin
gold leat of a thousand glittering essays and
stories.

If we have judged rightly a more sedulous
atteation to the Word of God would win back
the mind from the useless tascinations of a
tinse! literature to what is really strengthening
and solid. There are perscns within the pale
of the Christian Church whose whole familiar-
ity with the Sacred Volume is an affair of task
routine, and who never jn their lives spent a
delighted bour over the Word. The nearer
any preaching approaches to the scriptural

the Niger by the /nvestigator. In six years be

| profitable.

which is being lost amul the puny sentimen-
talities and uotounded fancies and dreamy
specalations of moders literature.

be biind to the coming and the actual presence
of Jesus is to have the eye of our taith put out !

There are | It prayer means any thing more than a devout

. | .
men among our more experienced readers|dream, it means a veritable petitioning for a

strongly, or in any respect unreasonably,
upon the subject of books.

Satan no longer

ever increasing the supply shows no indications opg wil not think that we bave written too | veritable Christ to enter into our souls and to

guide and rule our lives. Let us believe this;
let us practice upon this; or else let us stop

tries to subvert the press—he subsidises it, | praying.

Itrom it. There is not a Cbristian pastor, or
parent, or teacher, or author, or editor, or
boukseller, who is not in duty bound to seek
to correct the prevalent taste for this flimsy,
unsubstantial style of reading, and to divert
| it into an earnest search for what is sound and
We write with sad and earnest
apprehension for the faith of the coming age,
and council thuse who shall then stand in our
places, to take heed what books their souls
live upon, aud to beware of the insidious influ-
ences of all volumes, however attractive, which
dilute or tamper with the trath of God.--Meth-
odist Recorder.

THE LAST PRAYER IN THE BIBLE

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

The word of God begins with a story, and
ends with a prayer. It begins with the sub-
lime story of the creaticn's six days’ work, and
concludes with an invitation to the Lord Jesus
to come and possess the world which be had re-
deemegd by his bleod.
Jesus !”

This is the shortest, and yet it is the sweet-
est and most comprebensive request that devout
bearts are taught to utter. It would seem as
it the beloved Jobn, when he cawme to the close
of the inspired book, might have cast about him
to find the words which would express the most
of his love to his dear Master and_ to bis fellow
men. So be utters three words of prayer. And
in these words be epitomizes all the richest
blessings which could come into his soul, and
into the souls ot all who should ever utter it.

We have a great deal of repetitions and ram-
bling verbiage in our average social prayer-
meetings. Everything is mentioned, and otten
very little is really sought. But suppose it
were allowed to us to agree upon one short re-
quest which our Father should promise to grapt
tous. What would it be? Ooe might urge
the case ot a sick child ; another dne case of an
unconverted husband ; another’s heart is yearn-
ing for the Sabbath-school, and still another for
the coming of a revival; a prayer for backsli
ders might be urged as most needed, and the
pastor might claim that the blessing of God
upon the preached word was the crying want.
Suddenly some one leaps up and says, ** Let us
pray for Jesus!”™ And we all agree that this
prayer covers the whole ground, and meets
every case. For if we get Christ we shall get
everything.  Health, light, strength, pardon
for the guilty, comfort for aching bearts, con-
verting power, sanctifying power, all these, and
more, will come if Jesus on'y comes himself
Suppose that any one of our Church praying
circles should actually agree to merge their
whole ucited desires into this single one,
**Come, Lord Jesus!” |Here would be a
‘¢ prayer-guage " different from any that Pro-
fessor Tyndall has ever suggested. It would
be the simple adoption of a Bible petition, and
in accordaunce with the spirit of tbat promise,
*If two ot you shall agree on earth, as touch-
ing anything they sball ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father which is in heaven.” Would
such a united petition, if rightly offered, be an-
swered ?

I sincerely believe it would. Such a request
would be in tbe direct line of the Divine prom-
ises. It would be as nearly sifted of all selfish
and sinful desires as it is possible forj anything
buman tojbe. It would require no interference
with physical laws. It would involve no mira-
cle, and would include oo impossibility.

For Jesus bas distinctly promised bis pres-
esce to bis people. When his bodily form
floated up from the side of Olivet be did not
bid farewell to earth. ** A cloud received him
out of their sight.” But the promise remained,
*“Lo! I am with you!" Not somebody else,
but ** I,” your Lord and Master. Jesus Christ
was as truly in Jerusalem on the day of Pente-
cost as he was on the day of his trial or his cru
cifixion. He was present when the fiery bap-
tism descended. He spake through Peter’s
lips when be preached that wonderful discourse,
and be wrought through Peter's hands when
the cripple was healed in the templeigate. He
was at the entrance to Damascus when Saul of
Tarsus cried out from the ground, * Who art
thou, Lord ?” and the reply was, *‘ I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest.” We love to, think of
Jesus as hovering around the Llazing stakes at
which his martyr-servants were d;ing in bis
name. I love to think of him as actually with
his imprisoned ones in their dungeons, or on
their missions of Gospel love to the perishing.
I believe that Jesus was as really with Luther in
bis convent, and with Bunyan in bis cell, and
with Brainard in his ferest solitudes, as be was
with Peter and John by the strand of Galilee.
He still does his mighty works through his liv-
ing representatives. He still says, ** thy faith
bath saved thee; go in peace.” He still casts
out evil spirits. He still comes in among the
companies of his disciples. When our faitbful
Lord said, ** I am with you always,” he means
always to the end of time.

There is a strange mist of unbelief that seems
to bang over good people’s minds when they
are urged to realize and actualise their Saviour
as a living person. Because their eyes do not
bebold a living body, they regard him in a
shadowy vague way, as il he were very far off
ona * throne ’ of unapproachable glory. That
be sbould really come into their souls as truly
as be came into the house of Jarius, seems to

** Even so, come Lord

and dilutes or deforms the truth which issues |

The want of this dying world to-day is
Christ, Christ! The one blessing that wraps
in and contains all blessings for us is Jesus '
The personal Jesus, person to person, the
divine Jesus to the buman soul—this alone is
salvation. And the personal Jesus in our
souls is sanctification and full redemption.
Iere is the crying want of ali our Churcbes.
We want more of Jesus. All our preaching
is but empty clamor, and our religious machin-
ery but idle clatter without the presence ot
Jesus, the power from on high. O that we
might wnite in breathing this one grandest,
deepest, widest, richest prayer—inclusive of
all prayers—this valedictory prayer of boly
writ, ** Come, Lord Jesus !"— Evangelist.

e

AN INVALID FOR LIFE.

Destined for life to pain,
I suffering lie, and see the years go by ;
No vote of sympathy, no loved ones nigh,
To bring me hope again.

It was vot always #0;
There was a (ime when friends were ever near ;
I telt through sorrow that with love s0 dear
My lot was blest below.

But on one dreadlul day
There came a shadow of a grief, so near,
So great, so terrible, in deadly ear

I trembling slank away.

For tortured nerves could hear
No more the sound of e'en love's tender tose,
Although through suffering’s bour each friend
had grown
To me more doubly dear.

In anguish then I cried,
“ Not this, my Father ! Take all else below;
Spare but one triend to cheer me as I go!"
Alas ! no voize replied.

But earth bad darker grown;

And one by one I saw my friends depart,
Each taking portions of wy bleeding heart ;
Till I was left alone.

My prayer had been in vain;
And nights I wet my pillow with my tears,
And mourned for friends who, through the
coming years,

I ne'er might see again

Until one blessed night

There came a Form so fair, so sad to see;
Reproacbfully it raised its band to me—
** Hast thou forgotten quite

** When this I did for thee P

Bebold my bands, bebold my bleeding feet ;
Thou ask'st one friend—was ever love replete
With such a sympathy ?"

Blest thought ! my prayer was beard ;
I gazed entranced, and saw the clouds depart,
Till every nerve was thrilled, and in my heart
The fountain depths were stirred.

No longer now alone,

Bright visions come to cheer me on the way,

And Jove's ecstatic bliss turns night to day—
My Friend, my only one.

T — Watchman and Befiector.

Tur Evangelical Witneas (organ of New-
Connection Methodist+) has an e¢laborate article
in favor of the repetition of sermons. It says

“Dr. Newton preached a sermon irom
‘ Lord, I have loved the babitation of thy
house, and the place where thive honor
dwelleth’ Ps. 26: 8), which sermon bad been
published only & tew months before in the
* Pulpit.” Dr. Buoting, ss be was about to
commence bl!! SErmMon On ONe OCCAsIOn, AW A
young man adjusiing his note-paper and pencil
to take it down, when be called to bun 1o save
bitiselt unnecessary trouble, as the sermon had
beeu published some time ago. A Presbyte-
rian minister, and well received, siter preach-
iug tor some 'ength of time, bad only what wer-
mons would scrve bim three years, which were
repeated as he went through them.  New ser-
mons must always be imperlect in their fulness of
choice thoughts,unction in delivery,and literary
finish. In some words and doctrives we cannot
100 much abound. These seldow reach the
bumau beart except at the price of a * frequent
repetition.” The boly Mr. Smith was never
more profitable than wheu bis constaut subject
was holiness of hicart and ule.  Whorctield, who
in this respect is no bada ithority, suid be was
never satistied with a scrmon untl be bad
preacbed it seventeen tiuvs.  Loe apostie Paal
gave Timothy only two topics lor Lis preach-
ing, the incarnation o! Christ and the resur-
ection of Chaist.”

Doubtless the repetition of a good sermon
(before different cougregations) is as jusufiable
as the repetition ot lectures by our popular plat-
form speakers. It is probable that no clergy-
man ever repeated a sermon as often as Wend-
ell Phillips bas redelivered his lecture on the
“ Lost Arts.” Our greatest lecturers usually
prepare but two or three new discourses a year.

AperraTioNs OF THE HEART. —The compass
on board an iron vessel is very subject to ab-
errations ; yet, for all that, its evidest desire
is to be true to the pole. True bearts in this
wicked world, and in this flesby body, are ail
t00 apt to swerve, but they still show their in-
ward persistant tendancy to poiat toward heav-
en and God. Oan board iron vessels 1t is & com=
mon thing to see a compass placed nloft,lto be
as much away from the cause of aberration as
possible—a wise hint to us to devote our affec-

tions and desires ; the nearer to God the less

swayed by worldly influences.




