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able by the inhabitants of the said City,or

ived for and tof the revenues
of the said City, under and by virtue of
this Act, or of any bye laws to be made by
the City Coundgil by the authority of  the
same. :

40. The said Treasnrer shall not pay out
any y a8 such Ty otherwise
than upon an orderin writing of the Coun-
%il of the said City to be signed by the
Magyor, or in his absence by the Conncillor
presiding at. gny meeting of the Council
‘when such-moneys were ordered to be
paid, and countersigned by the Clerk.

41. It shall be the duty of the Council
“to publish in one or more of the Newspa-
pers published. in the City, fifteen days
before the annual election of Mayor and
Ootcillofs in each year, for the informa-
tion of the citizens, a full and  detailed
statement of the receipta and expenditures
of the Corporation daring the past year;
and in evety such statement the different

L of and the t feceiv-
ed from ,each, the several appropriations
made by the Council, the objeota for which
the same_were made, and the smount of
money expended under each, the moneys
borrowed. on, the t-of the Corporation,
‘the authority under which such loan was
made, and the terms on which the same
was obtained, shall be clearly and parti-
cularly specified, together with the amount |
of assessments ordered ‘and made, ' the
sevetal purposes of such assessments, the
amount actually received under such as-
sessments, and a detailed account' of the

application thereof ; and such statements | .

and accounts shall be made up to the
thirtieth day of November preceding such
publication in each year, signed by the
Mayor and the Clerk of the City for the
time being. :

43. The 'Council shall, at its first
meeting; appoint two of its members as
representatives of the Oity of Chatham
in the' Municipal Council of the Comty
of Northumberland, and it shall be the

duity of the City Clerk, to send a writ-{

ten notice under the seal of the City,
of the appointments thus made, to the

<Treasurer of said Municipal
Council not later than three days after
said first annual meeting of the City
Coungil, and the members of said City
Council s0 appointed, shall have and
exercise at all meetings of the said Muni-
cipal Oouncil, all the rights, powers and
privileges now vested by ‘law in other
members of the said Council, in the
same manner as if they had been elected
by the Ratepayers at the general an-
nual 'meetings for the election. of mem-
bers of said Municipal Council.

[Section 43 provides that officers ap-
pointed to-Act under the authority of the
Coughil shall be accountable to it.]

The said Council, in addition to the
general powers of making bye laws for the
govd government of the said City and the
dther powers incident thereto, especially
conferred in and by the provisions of this
Act, shall, in the manner hereinafter men-
tioned, have the sole power and authority
from time to time to make, ordain, enact,
revise, altér and amend such laws as they
may deem proper for the several purposes
foiloying, within the said City, thatis to
say :—
1st. To establish and a market or

markets, and to es:blfi:ﬁe ard regulate

mrkett' ‘ga.dy- and fai.n,‘hnnd bxigguhu
measu ic

'k:tlg:ld other re’{:lthee&:y in l::l:

formity with the lawful Standard.
2nd. To regulate the manner of selling,

weighing ing ' meat,
fish, vegetables, gniq, hay, straw, and

fodder, and to grant licences for the due
Saking wad ol & bhavent:

3rd. ‘To restrain aud regulate the purchase
and mauner of selling of vegetables, fruit,
country produce, poultry, and all other
articles and things, ot of animals openly
exposed for sale or marketed

¢th, To restrain and te the purchase
of such things by hucksters and run-
ners living within ‘the City :

6th. To regulate the ement, of coal,
Iime, salt,  grain, boards, cordwood and
other fuel, clapboards, shingles, laths
and other lumber, and to impose penal-
ties for light weight or short count or
measnrement on anything marketed:

6th. To regulate all vehicles, vessels and
other things. in which -nyt:'i:g may be
exposed for sale or mark in any
street or public place, and to seize and
destroy all tainted and unwholesome
meat, poultry, fish or other articles of
food,.and to im and recover such
reasonsble penalties as may be found

proper, upon the person or-persons ex-
posing for sale such tainted or unwhole-
some articles within the said City :

7th. To regulate the assize of bread, and
provide for the seizare of bread baked
contrary thereto, and to impose penal-
ties upon the p 80 baki trary
to the provisions of any bye law to be
madein that behalf,

8th. To regulate the anchorage, ladin,
and unlnd.u;g of vessels a.m?gthei- cra.é

v arriving at the said City.

Dth_. To regulate and provide for the erec-
tion, management and rent of wharves,
piers, quays, bgs and docks in the
gd City, bei ,hhe {lmpebr:y ofds?id

rporati nd the toll to id for
vessels mboau wuchingp:llwmt
or using the same:

10th. To regulate carters, wagoners, and

- cartmen. the price to be paid to them
for hauling loads . in the said City, and
the %\untity to comprise a load:

11th. Te enforce the due observance of

the Sabbath:

12th. To punish vice, immorality and in-
decency in the streets or other public
places within the.City:

lsth:i To preserve peace, health and good
order:

14th. .To prevent the spreading of infec-
tious or other diseases:

16th. To prevent the sale of any intoxi-
cating drinks to children, apprentices
or servants, withont the consent of their
lawful protectors:

16th. To prevent excessive beating or
other cruel and inhumane treatment to

animals:

17th. To impose penalties on the keepers
of low tippling houses frequen or
visited by dissolute and disorderly per-

. sons:

18th. To license,
liard tables, bowling alleys, or other
places of amusement:

19th. To restrain or suppress gambling
houses.

20th. To and punish all vag 8
drnnhn-d-.mendiunh,mdumtbeggsn:
2l1st. To restrain or te regulate the licens-
ing of all exhibitions of natural vr arti-
fictal curiosities, and all theatres, cir-
chises, or other shows or exhibitions for
hire or profit, and for preserving quiet

and order thereat:
22nd. To establish and regulate one or
more pounds, and the fees to be taken
thereal: .
28rd: -To restrain, r
i of

late or prevent bil-

'y

ate or prevent the
cattle, swine,
geese, and poultry,
d the same:

24th. To impose s tax on the owners or
of dogs, and to regulate and
prevent dozumnning ab large, and to
provide for killing such as are found so
running at large contrary to any law or

bye law, after public notice is given:
E{ To abate and cause to be removed
lllpnl{liu nuisances, and all filth and

en in the
86th. To regulate the comstruction of
. pnr:y vaults and sinks on private pro-

- perty:
27th. i‘omn vacant Jots in central situs-
" 4ions when . ¢ become nui o
be properly enclosed at the cost and ex-
pense of ?i:l‘:m"', and to recover such
expenses inasummarymanner:
28th. To regulate and ent the erec-
! mance of alanghter houses,
Wibhs or eoden Vhk mo T T
or w ma; to
beeome nuisances: ¥ e

30th. To: prevent “the ringing of

s
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unusual noises in the streets and other
pul ‘

th. plant, lay out
and #forn any p¥blic :%n.nn, or
parade, ‘for the use of City, and to
make and ordain rules for the govern.
ment and preservation thereof; and to
impose: ies and puni ts by
fine or imprisonment, or buth, for the
violation ornon-observance of such rules:
_st. To prevent the injuring or destroy-
ing of trees planted within sny of the
&neh or public. grounds of the said

y.
32nd. To 'prevent immoderate . driving
or riding within the City:
33rd. To estahlish ing-h

te bathin, t.h.?: -
Y&“‘l wi or

near the said City: o . £
34th. To rsﬁ!h& anid Heense owners of
livery stables, or other owners of horses
. or carriages letting out the same for hire
or profit, and also porters, butchers and
hucksters: J
35. To appoint and te a Police Force
; for the saifl. City and take up snd arrest
or order to be taken ap and arrested, all
(C’ontbmq-i on Fourth Page.)

| prevent or
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they should know—or knowing them
—unworthilyin their official capacity.
Rules as to the number of bag nets,
to be used, places where they should
be set-and other necessary regulations

of the unnecessary restrictions which,
being telegraphed to the local officer
have resulted in paralyzing and dis-
couraging an industry that was bene-
fitting thé community generally and
even making & remunerative business
for the Government Railway.

] The Bast.

The Eastern Conference has failed in
its object of reconciling the differences
between Turkey and her revolted pro-
vinces and Turkey has given notice to
the latter that no extension of the ar-
wistice beyond 1st of March will be
granted and if peace is not then con-
cluded her army willmarchon Belgrade.
It remains to be seen whether Russia
will interfere shodld - Turkey carry out
its threat. The Purk does not seem
to be 80 weak a patient as the nation-
al doctors appear to have thought, and
it is a doubtful guestion whether Tur-
key cannot beat both her revolted pro-
vinces and Russia, should the necessity
for doing so arise. Both powers are
preparing for war.

Shippegan Malls.

Shippegan correspondénts have com-
plained that the mails between Chatham
and Shippegan and Bathurst and Ship-
pegan, via Pokemouche, are unneces-
sarily delayed at the 'latter place, and
that the Post Office Inspectot promised
to change the mode of their conveyance
80 that the detenti on and consegent an-
noyance: ‘#0 « correspondents: would be
obviated. We are of opinion that the
additional'$100 mnecessary o effect the
change from  three mailsa week to a
daily mail between Pokemouche and
Shippegan ought to be allowed, but it
should be remembered that the Inspec-
tor is so tied down that he can only re-

© The Bag-Net Business.

The long letter in this issue from
the Inspector of Fisheries was placed
in the hands of the editor og Monday
afternoon just as he was on the point
of leaving Chatham for Bathurst and
we have not, therefore,had time to do
more than glance at it, much less take
it up and reply to it, Mr.Venning him-
self even reading the proofs. He has
informed us that it is very severe and
he even advised the editor, as a per-
sonal friend, that if he (Mr. V.) were
in our place he would not publish it,
because it-is so damaging to\the posi-
tion we have taken on the questions
which have arisen and been discussed
in connection with the Smelt and
Bass fisheries. We have had neither’
the time to- write, nor the space to
give in reply tothe Inspector’sletter
this week, but shall discuss it in our
next issue. We thus give the In-
spector a position in our own columns
which places him at an advautage,
but feeling that the important main
issues- cannot be lost sight of, were he
to even monopolise our space for
weeks, and that the official - mistakes
made must, in the light of future in-
vestigation, be rectified, we can afford
to do him what he may consider per-
sonal justice. |
In reference to the subject of the
 bag nets we may say, however, that
i} is being strangely dealt with by the
Inspector, the ¢ Advocate” and a cor-
respondent of the “News.” ~The
mention of the latter, in any news-
paper excepting that in which his
writings appear, imparts to him an
undeserved dignity, but it issometimes
necessary for a journal to do things
which may distasteful to those con-
trolling it. The “Advocate,” like the
“ News"” does not seem to care very
much about the character of the state-
ments which appear in its columns, so
loag as they seem to make a point®
against the ADVANCE or its editor.
The following is a sample of the in-
telligence with which this matter is
treated by our local cotemporary:—°
“Tue Bac NEr Business.—We received
the following despatch yesterday after
neon: —"

BATHURST, Jan. 23
“En. ADVOCATE.
D. (3. Smith’s meeticg of the smelt bag-
netters in the * Wilbur House” last night
terminated in admirable’ confusion. The
sweet-sounding epithets of liar, fool, and
idiot, drowned the arguments about the
smelt and spawn, and caused the meeting
to adjonrn sine die.” :
OQur cotemporory’s interests in the
matter are identical with ours and we
claim that it should treat the editor
of this journal differently and not en-
deavor to make the public believe that
he was a party of such a meeting as
that described in the above telegram.
Those whomet him in Bathurst know
that he held me* “meeting of bag-
netters” there, but that his enquiries
were made in the public room of
Wilbur's Hotel, with the door open,
that gentlemen who were opposed to
bag nets, as well as those in favor of
them were present, that Kennedy F.
Burns, Esq.,and Mr. John Seivewright
and other leading citizens were in the
hall of the hotel within hearing of all
that was said and might have partici-
pated in the conversation that was
carried on, that Mr. Smith addressed
no improper language to any person
present and had no such language
addressed to him, and that the state-
ment above is maliciously false and
made by a person who, if he, in any
sense, assume to be a gentleman, will
be careful to hide his individual
identity from those interested. We
heartily wish that we-could give our
readers the benefit of information we
have gained at Bathurst and elsewhere
in this article, but for reasons stated
above we canpot do so. But we say
this; that we are convinced—and a
fair and honest investigation will
prove it beyond a doubt—that the
facts connected with the smelt fishery
with bag nets at Bathurst have been
wickedly misrepresented against the
general interests of that community,
and the restriction of smelt fishery to
the hook and line in Gloucester is un-
necessary for the protection of that
fish and unfair to the fishermen; that
there is nothing in the physical con-
ditions or circumstances of that har-
bor that justifies the discrimination
made between Gloucester and North-
umberland in the mode of taking
smelts, and no unbiassed mind can
escape the conviction that the Depart-
ment has been, in some way, led to

co d. He has, we have no doubt,
done what he could in the matter, but
it is probable that his recommendation
has shared the fate of that in reference
to the restoration of the tri-weekly
mail between Miramichi and Frederic-
ton, which did not involve any addi-
tional charge on the revenues of the
country. If we cannot have a change
of policy in such matters we must wait:
tiently for a change in the office of
Postmaster General, when our reason-
able postal requirements may be treated
with more consideration at Ottawa.

¥

Silver-Backed and Black-Backed
Smelts.

We observe that an article which ap-
peared in the issue of the Advocale
following the Fishery Inspector’s visit
to Miramichi in the latter part of
December is quoted somewhat by the
News, Waichman and Freeman in support
of the ultra-protection theories favored
by those journals. Our local contempor-
ary has been led into the error which hae
formed one of the great points in the
Inspector’s arguments, viz., that the
“gilver back” is the variety of smelt
now in ourrivers, that they are depusit-
ing their spawn and will soon go away
and give place to the ‘** black back”
variety, which, according to the same
authority, does not spawn until the last
of May and early in June. Itis un-
fortunate for the interests of all con-
cerned that, in the first place, the In-
spector should fall into so serious aun
error, for it causes others who know
that he is, generally. a gord autherity
in such matters, to be misled in the
same direction that he has been, and to
assist in misleading the general public,
who, like themselves, have not oppor-
tunity for making practical personal in-
vestigation. We assure our cotem-
poraries and also the Inspector that the
““ black back” smelt is now frequenting
Napan and Black rivers and that shoals
of the same variety—acres in extent—
are visiting the coves and shallow
sheltered waters about the islands of
the Miramichi river. These fish keep
moving up the river and will take the
place of those of the same run 'which
have preceeded them in the:smaller
steeams where the fishermen operate,
“ahd as they leave the outer waters toas-
cend the tributary rivers their places
will be taken by others, and so the pro-
cess will be continued until the spawn-
ing season—which lasts from the middle
of January to the middle of June—ends.

The same is true of the “silver back”
smelt in the rivers or parts of rivers,

which it frequents. That variety does
not disappear ea}}y in the season to
give place to thé ‘‘black backs.” It
remains in the larger and purer tidal

rivers from September until the Spring
of the year, and when the tides are very

full it has been forced up even above

the Napan Bridge, where : the “ black

backs” have been caught in large quan-

tities ever since ice made in that river.

As the ““silver back” does not go very

far from the salt water at any time and

it is only the * black back” that is found

in Napan, Black River, atand above

Indiantown, etc., in the Spring, the

error of the Inspector and the papers

we have referred to, viz., that the ‘‘black

back,” is exclusively a Spring fish, is

should‘have been gstablished, instead

of those whe afe clamoding for unneces-
sary protection, which is'quite as carge,
fully to bé avoided as overfishing. We'
'do not blame the News, Watchman, and
‘Freeman for not understanding il
matter thoroughly, but the local papetil|
should Be better informed. When they
adopt and reflect the utterances, as well
as the errors of the distant city papers
on local subjects they become useless
to'the people whbse interests itis their
special duty to guard. Ty

ay Howitis.

Those of our readers who are inter-
ested in the matter usually found on
our fourth page will pardon us for dis-
appointing” them' this wéek as' we ave
obliged to devote that as well as the
reading matter space on the first page
to the publication of a portion of the
proposed bill of incorporation for Chat-
ham. We give up a good deal of our
space aiso to a letter referred to else-
where and the list of Parish and Connty
officers appointed at the annual meeting
of the Municipal Council which ad-
journed on Wednesday evening last.
These local matters, which are out of
the ordinary course of events, render it
impossible for us to give that variety of
news which it is generally our aim to
furnish, and our readers will no doubt
be equally glad with ourselves that they
are disposed of. '

Locar LEGISLATURE.—It is now defi-
nifely arranged that the Local Legisla-
ture shall meet on Thursday 8th Feb-
ruary next—a fortnight frém to-day.

Muarary Courkce.—It takes five or
six papers in. St. John to inform those
interested that * applications of Candi-
““ dates desiring to be examined on the
¢¢ 12th of March next, for admission as
*‘ Cadets to the Military College, King-
“‘ston, will be received al Head Quar-
*“ters till 28th February next,” but the
Militia Department appears to assume
that it is not neeessary to advertise the
fact in this section of the Province.
We think differently, however, and
therefore do at our own expense what.
the St John papers are duly authorised
to do for pay.

Letter from the Fishery Inspector.'

; CuargaM, Jan. 23, 1877.

To the Editor of thé Miramichi Advance.

S1r,—I thank you for the correct man-
ner in which you have printed my last let-
ter. Isee youhave honoredit withno less
than three columus of Editorial remarks,
in the course of which you indulge in more
personalitiesthan I think were at all neces-
sary in discussing matters of fact, not of
opinion. However, as Iam a public ser-
vant, and therefore a good mark for the
wit or abuse of editorsas wellas fishermen,
T will try not to take offence norto retort in
kind, if youn will allow méspace in which to
reply to your remarks. The public can
take but little interest in any mere bandy-
ing of epithets, but it is vitally interested
in thepreservation of the splendid fisheries
of this magnificent river,—the' most pro-
lific in fish of any river in the Dominion,
With these few words of preface I willnow
confine myself totbe matters of fact touch-
ed upon in your remarks, and will be ‘as
brief as I possibly can, with due regard to
a clear statement of the case, and though
I shall speak my convictions plainly, I

will try to be as litule mﬂ:?j & ?ir
teply to your‘remarks will Xt g F L

In the very firstsentence of your remarks
you appear to show but little real know-
ledge of facts. I amnot Inspector of Fish-
eries for Nova Scotia, nor pave I been
since February. 1875, ,whenan Inspector
was appointed for that Province. ;

You say- you have been #wo years ac-
quiring daformation on rthe mihjget of the
tisheries of your river; T. have bean thirty-
fivé, apd even after insl:iqg‘iillowmce for
your imimengely superioz iylﬁityat gtill you
ought toallow me, in faiirndss, gome slight
acquaintance with them. You think 1
have a bad memory—th is touches aspot
on which I am rather vain, for all myy
irlends will tell you that. T have; alfthrodgia
life, been very remarkable for a most re-
tentive one. You quote: a passage frorn
my last letter, in which I submitted, that.
as my action in Bathurst was precisel y
similar to that in Napan, I could not sce
how my zeal got the better of me. You
now say that I myself was your informant
and that I said most distinctly that 7
had prohibited smelt flshing with bag-nets
in Bathurst Harbor — * stopped it alto-
gether.” You must have most strangely
misunderstood me, or drawn a most incoi'-
rect inference from: what I did say. Mr.
Crocker asked me i bag-neta\ would Le
stopped in Bathurst. I replied, “whatever
may be done in Napan, they must be stop-
ped there altogether.” Then Mr. Crocker
tried to enlighten me on the subject, I de-
clined to listen, for I had just the day pre-
vious returned from I3athurst, where I had
very carefully imve stigated the matter,
conferred with the loag-uet fishers incom-
pany with the local officer, and discussed
the question in all its bearings with the
Mesars. Aimstrong, Mr. Burns, Mr. Bald-
win, Mr. Molloy aa d other leading fish
dealers of the place. I felt that I knew
more abowt the mat ter than Mr Crocker |
possibly could from a short reconnoitering
visit to the place, aa d I told Mr. Crocker
very decidedly that I differed entire:
ly from his opiniesy, and that if any in-
fluence of mine coukd stop them, it should
be used to that effict. I appeal to Mr.
Croc’zer and Overseer Wyse to attest the
suk stantial correctne ss of this plain state- |
Tent. The attempt at what Artemus

easily accounted for. We do not ask
our Newcastle contemporary to take our
authority on this point entirely, but to
make investigations for itself where the
fish are being canght and it will be & atis-
fied that its:enquiries of the 28th. and
29th of last month were carried on in
the wrong place and through th/; wrong
person. In thus differing frow, the In-
spector and those who have accepted
his ruling on this point we desire to say
that we thoroughly understand and ap-
preciate how much great.r is his know-
ledge of fish and fishery matters gene-
rally than that of almost any other man
in the Maritime provinces, but like all
other specialists of positive temperment,
having taken a decided positiori on in-
sufficient grounds, it is difficult for, him
to recede and confess that he wae at
fault.

It is not'at all probable that >ur co-
temporary had any desire, when it pub-
lished the article referred to, #;0 assist
in workingan injustice upon t’ne smelt
fishermen, but its picture of  the des-
truction, at Napan and Black Rivers, of

take a most impolitic and SeSSATY
course in the matter. We are justi-
fied also in saying—and would be glad
if afforded the opportunity of proving
it to the Department—that if its offi-
cers have advised the course taken,

small smelts, frost fish, young bass,
small flounders, etc., by brig-nets and
the celor it gives to the *“ re: asonable ap-
prehensions” expressed at I 3athurstthat
the continuance of seine fishing there

7 have not only acted imprudent-

bhwmgofhomllwuhng.md:f:'r

ly,"but in’ ignorance of facts which |

will * entirely exhaust” the smelts,
have a tendancy to play * into the hands

Ward called ¢‘sarcasuh,” based upon your
own error, I pass over, as it does not at all
affect the argument. I
I am not aware that I said anything
about the *“ pleasures” of fishing for smelts
with hook and line; perhaps you will point
out the passage, but you assume, {25 indeed
you do most things throughout your whole
three columns) that I have not made out a
case against the bag-nets, and then you
go on to show imost conclusively that you
kuow just nothing at all about the peculi-
arities of Bathuist Harbor. [Hickson tells
me that dnce that time some nets were
moved to the Harbor.—W. H. V.] The
bulk of the smelt fishing in Bathurst was
done in the Basiun formed by the confluence
of Middle and Little Rivers abore
the Bridge which separates it from the
Harbor. In this basin, at low tide,
the ice . rests on the bottom, and only the
channelsof the tyso rivers, which are very
serpeutine, have, at that time, any witer.
As the tide rises, ' the ice floats, and with
the tide come the schools of smelts, which
are caught along the edges of these chan-
nels ; the bag-nets were in some cases, just
as at Napan. in the middle of them, the
simple bag-netters pretending tothink they
complied with the law, by taking the third
of the channel, out of the middle of it, and
deaving the two thirds, which the law gays
must be kept Tlear, oneat each end of the
ne,.until the officer emlightened their
ignomce. The large area ‘‘covered by
the smel ing grounds of Bathurst Her-

'l jpdgment;

|« gpecies.

and T confess Iama little surprised at
your courage in thus drawing upon it, when
you pught te havereflected how egsy it i

to-canwict yom of utter want ofpporrectt
knowledge om the subject. “'As these bag.

netsgf*re set_all along th)o_ﬁc“hauxhrs, an

the Hook and'lines can catch them only i
the channels, perhaps you may now com-
prehend, how much chance they had, when
the bag-nets were in use! So far from the

 gmelt gronnds in Bathuret being ImT vz};k

;éx(@dgfi(‘l_hgy_qfe, inixpalityy very
tricted indeed, and the hook and line can
they should be taken. You think I have
displayedia #§ misplaced i mistakéh soli-
citude ” for the poor people of Bathurst.
J.am very glad fo inform ,you that inyﬂ:,
miséaken Solicitude T am ‘j«ﬁlea"fni it
Minister, who has very judicionsly ordered
the diseoxt'!:ipupbce of Al baganegs there,
and hé has'done this'affer’s most fair trial,
and actual experience of their working,
and this decision was not arrived at from
my report-alone, but from those of Ovar-
seers Hickson and Mowat, both experienchd
officers of many years standing in the
seryica; and whio were more familiar with
our fisheries before you were born, than
you will ever be in all your life, . unless
you take more pains to learn the truth
than you appear to have done in this
branch of them. As this is my honest be-
lief I hope this plain expiession of it will
not offend your amour, propre,

You thigk (Tlam a **positive man.” I
should be totally unfit for my office, if I
were not positive on some matlers, especial-
Iy on those in which Lhave spent years of
hard work and'niuch public moriey in ac-
quiring the knowledge that should be posi-
tively known by qﬁshery\gﬁcer. “But )m?r'
assertion that, begause **I say a thing i
s, it thereby b_ecomx’ a matter op. Which
there can “be no manner of doubt,” is not
quite fairly put. ly stated it is
thus—‘ Becaase thete can be no mauner
of doubt of certain things, therefore I as-
sert them.” With this'slight correction,
I can afford to pass the rest of your
personal imputations with great good hu-
mog, 4 you have unconsaiously deawa
‘80 corréct ‘L'portrait of yonrstlf, that not
one single ‘one of your intimate friends
will fail to recognize the likeness, and be-
fore I conclude they will find further proof
of your cleverness in mental portrait paint-
ing. Inreply to yourcharge of “‘stubboru-
ly adhering to prejudices which might
have been removed by necessary enquiries
and less reliance on my own unaided
" § have merely to say-that,in
*this Smelt arrd“Bass business; it order that
my official reports might have more wéight
with the Department, 1 took the precaun-
tion to telegraph to Overseer {Mowat, one
of the oldest and most experienced officers
in theservice, t join me at Bathurst, and
I associated with him Overséer ‘Hickson,
another old and very intelligent officer,
who was in the ﬁghery service _lgng before
T sag} that I'cadled in, he Mesars) Arm-
strong, who have been practical ﬁsheran
all their lives;’and aie the largest desldrs
in Gloucester; that I hrought Overseer
Mowat with me to Napan, and associated
with 'him Overseers Hogan of Newcagtle
and Wyse of Chatham, both old officers,
and familiar with the fisheries since their
youth, the latter once one of the largest
operators in your County in &l kinds of
fish, and it was on their reports much more
than on my own,that the Minister’s action
was taken in the Smelt fishery, and will,
T hope; be taken inthat of the Bass fishery.
And now, sir, pérmit mé to say that sofar
from there being even the semblance of
truth in your offensive’ personalities, I
actually sought the advice and assistance
of no fewer than five of the oldest and
thost expetiented men i the' wholé Narth
before venturing to give- the Department
my own views, and very fortunately for
me, as an offset to yonr baseless charges,
my Record in Ottawa will prove that I
have never yet reported on ary one impor-
tant question without adopting the same
prujgnt cqurse, and  hence. my, Reports
genetally cever, all'the facts of “$he -case.
In this particular case, both Overseers
Hickson and Mowat made their own inde-
pendent Rpports, sand, on these asgvelljas
on my own, hasthe Minister acted. Hav-
ing stated thesefacts, which ought to make
you feel ashamed, I passto your next quo-
tation from my letter.

You object to the way in' which I-put
your opinions on the smelt, and you at-
tempt to “ mend your stroke.” Well, as
the question is too simple and too easily
verified, for any real doubt to exist, all
you need do is to get from Napan now a
¢ blagk-back” smelt with ripe spawn init,
or in May or June, a “‘silver-back” smelt
at all. The question is so simple and so
well understood by those who have even
an ordinary knowledge of the subject, that,
I think it quite unnecessary to argue the
point, - but for the benetit of some few of
your readers who, not knowing you as well
4s I do, may pat some faith in your pre-
tentions to knowing what you are writing
about, I quote an extract from Overseer
John Mowatt’s report to the Minister,
which can be suppl ted, if, ry
to cofivince them, by extracts from Over-
seer Hickson’s, but which, unfortunately
I have not with me, as itis on file in
Ottawa. :—*‘ From long observation, I find
““the winter Smelts to be a distinet variety
““of these fish, being both larger and in
‘“better condition than the spring smelt,
“and also having marked differences in
““ghape and color; these are known as
“silver-backs” in contradistinction to the
“‘spring ones, known as ‘‘black-backs.”
¢ From examination of these now being
“taken in Bathurst and Napan. both
s gravid and speat fish, there can be no
“doubt at all that they area distinct
¢ variety from the spring or summer fish,
«¢and that both visit the fresh water for
““the sole purpose of propagating their
. " *** 1 find at Napan the

‘¢ spawn in the fish nearly, if not quite’
‘¢ ripe, although they are smaller in size
¢ than those at Bathurst. This is owing
““to the Bag-nets, which are here in full
¢ force, and will yery soon exhaust the
“fishery.” As to the rest of your remgrks
abont ‘‘practical Smelt fishermen® @nd
what they can tell me about the upper and
tidal waters of the Miramichi, I merely
repeat what I said in my last letter. I
was brought up on these waters and caught
smelts of both kinds before you'or these
¢« practical smelt fishermen” who are now
slaughtering them, were born, and ysur
own remarks about the Napan smelt being
““ black-backs” when taken from the water,
and merely changed in color by Jack Frost,
shows such lamentable ignorance of the
subject that I feel almost ashamed to refute
it. 8o entirely unnecessary does it seem.
But I will say this—Overseer Hickson is
now here with me.  He, Overseer-Wyse,
Overseer Hogan/ and mvsel will meet you
and your * Experienced Smelt fishermen”
at your office, any time you will name,
and you yourself shall be judge of ihow
much their ‘ experience” has taught them
or yourself either. Vou deny that Herring
and Mackerel eat “Smelts.” I said they
feed wpon the fry (f smelts, which. how-
_grer, I hazard notbing in gaying you never
w, 8¢ f v, which j&",@r‘q-mo&t
rinyisiilty Lo thy gaked gye,  forn tbaprin-
cipal ¥ood of both “ Herring® and* Madierel
in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, and its Bays
at least this is the opinion of those who
have spent their lifetime among them; but
the point is not at all material to my argu-
ment, [ only mention it to show you that
on not one single point are you informed-
or “read up” on the subject which you
presume to treat ex cathedra.

I am glad to learn that you are quite a8

anxious a8 I am. that the Smelt fishery

=

which protection is secured. This part of
the matter is not mine. I have no power
ﬁﬁor to reject’a mode. My duty is

the foctgrthe Department de-
the mode; and when" you are
er I will tgy as faithfully to carry
r prders g3 am now doing o carry

eséunder'which I am acting, for the
responsibility. will then be yours not mine.
You say ‘‘that the desire on the part of
‘“fishermen to catch fish to an extent
“which endangers the existence of a
‘¢ particular tishing is more excusable than
“Qbe kdohtionibyy gn Inspector of harsh or
“§ Bcopsiilent wieans to prevent it.” Here
you display such woeful ignorance of my

.|-take them. in-guantities quite as lasgeasl.dutics.as Iuspector, that I have np words

to express my admiration of your andacity.
Surely yosroughtto knmow that 1 have no-
power 8o *‘adopt mehns”. either harsh or
otherwise; these ‘‘ means” are adopted by
wiser heads than mine, .&nd my  duty is
merely to see that the means decided on
hy the Department are carried out. Your
experience, which ‘‘leads you to believe
that .re: ble, but. firm treatment by
public.of 18 will always command the
“respect epeople, and that fishermen
are by no means an exceptional class,”
must be very extensive imdeed. and no
doubt fully qualities you to gike advice to
w-poor devil like me, that laéKs this ex-
perience, but I think I see the poor, inno-
cent, simple-minded fishetmen of the Mira-
michi,- whese only object, according to
their own story and yoursis to fish accord-
ing to the law, chuckle and wink &t each
n:ﬁer, when they read your ingenious
excuses for them! I, and the ufficers on
this river know to out cost, that your ex-
perience of fwo years iutalking with these
men occasionally, and being completely
gulled by their assumption of innocence
and guilelessneggy-has given you bat little
real knowledge of them. Go with our
officers some dark night and try to pre-
vent nets being stretched completely across
a narrow part of the rivers; try to watch
and prevent-drifting forsalmon wherever
the water will allow this practice ; try to
{)rew this@whaledfle déspﬁ'uc&'m’ by the
pedt When 62 their spawning beds; trv to
keep the netsmp dnring Sunday; try to
prevent fishing in the close sedsons, and
see how you will like the abuse, the
showers of stones, and pistol shots fired at
y'oudb_v cowardly eknll;ers in the woods
bordering; the-nivars; then you mav talk
of ¢ y‘om;"‘lexgg.rienbé!” But,y Sir, until you
have done this, and learned-: something.in
a practical way of your fishermen, don’t
presume to talk to grie or thieofficers about
* reasonable or firm treatment” or to give
us the benefit of your great experience, as
to the besy Mmod®: of dealing jwith the
cowardly, dastards! Twige latt season
was Overseer Underhill shot at with a gun
while’on dnff; #nd innumerable times has
Overseer Hogan heen stoned, his harness
cut to pieces, and his life threatered with
knives. and-axes, and he has now in his
posséssion, and can show it yom, a pistol
which was fired at his face, and only
failed inkilling him hecause it missed him,
when he wrenched it from the would-he-
marderer ! Don’t talk to us about suavity
and kindness until you know something of
theclassof men itnoWsuits your purpose to
. ‘ehampion: buttake my well-meant counsel
and try to educate the lambs up to a
moreintelligent standard. and show them.
if such a thing be possible, that myself and
the officers, in enforcing wise Jaws, .are in
reality saving the fisheries from the inevi-
table consequences of their own greed and
lawlessness. :

You think-Lshould bave given you my
ideas on your propositions s to legalizing
bag mets apd ‘regnlating the size of the
meshes: esa .ideas bf .yours were pub-
‘lished on the 4th inst.; before that date my
ifle qmtreo-pwndaﬁom ‘were in the
g::nd e Minister. (to whom, and not
€ ybu,it wag my dnty to give them,) sup:
iported by those of Overseers Mowat and
Hickson, ?‘nd T urged wpon the Minister
the very-things ‘you now take great credit
Jor suggesting to me! There is an old trite
saying —*‘teach your grandmother to snuff
ashes,” —perhaps you can make the appli
cation. You think I have marred m¥
former letter by highly.eolared pictures of
consequences that are to foHow the present
mode of pursning the fisheries on the
Miramichi, and you think they “partakea
little too strongly of the theories of a posi-
tive mind, *‘unaccustomed to the discipline

Truly, Sir, vou até4 * Danfel comé tojudg
ment ! ““Discussion on eqnal terms !!"—
Without intending to be at all offensive, *
would just ask'Vol, Sir. if you are really
serious, in the lght of the above ‘convie-
tions of error ar’;d want of k‘;:ovﬂedge on
every pointiyon ventured on. in sup-
@jn:gxqi on’ a::izl an disguas this g,.
any -other fis ery question on equal terms?
If you are, permifimde to say, ‘withous one
particle of wish to he unnecessarily personal,
that the thingis impossible. With every re-
spect for your talent and ability, to which
I am quite willing to bear testimony, when
you handle a subject you understand, I
feel compelled to say in all frankness and
in kindness, yon. do net understand this
subject at all'—1t “is quite impossible that
vou sbeuld do so in two summers’ stay up
North! * Yonr very limited acquaintance
with it enables you only to theorize, and
that very badly. as I have shown you thus
_far, and will still more conclusively prove
vere I'close.” This may seem like arrogance
on my part, but I assure you, Sir, I
would gladly Jearu from you; or from the
humblest imdividual, but when sll your
utterances are oppd¥ed not only to my
own positive knowledge, but to that of
bir olest and .mast experienced officers,
men who were familiar with. all the facts
I have stated abaye, long before you drew
breath, 1 cannot'forbear saving that—on
the subiect of the fisheries of New Bruns-
‘mhels, Tedn leayn) nothing from ~you, and
hat T shonld bée qnite unfit for the office T
hold if such a thing were possible, with
your very limited opportunities of acquir-
ing a knowledge of them..

The subject of the BussFishery is one
of even greater importance than that of
the Smelt because thesupply of thisfine
tish is limited, and because the main
river from Douglastown and the North
- West Branch are €a¢ only waters in the
Dorinion, so far as T know, where this
fish in winter can be taken in such
quantities as tq snake their export an
object. This being the case, you will
see how important a matter it is that it
should be saved from speedy destruc-
tion. As you have attempted to dis-
pose of my four facts in rather a pooh,
pooh, and cavalier manner, 7 think it
important to take some trouble to show
your readers that they are indisputably
true, and thatas usual you convict your-
self of ignorance anderror at every step
you take, when endeavoring to write
ex cathedra, on a subject you cannot pos-
sibly, at present understand. As your
readers may not so clearly remember
the facts as we do, I will ask you to re-
print them, just as I stated them, and 1
will attach to each one your reply, and
then pracéed’ to prove my assertion of
your utter ignoraree of the whole sub-
ject.

First Fact. — All the mature bass
taken in Napan and Black Rivers from
the opening of navigation to the 25th
May, are breeding fish—some of “them
having deposited their spawn and mii
and consequently then in very -poor
condition, and all the rest being on the
very point of doing so. There can be
no particle of doubt of thisfact—it is
easily verified — there i8 mo m
about it. All that is necéssary to be
done is simply to examine a’bass taken
in the month of ‘May, and thewhole
question is settled. As you eannqgt new
get & May bass, it is enly necessary for
you to examine the ovaries of the large
female Bass now being taken in great
numbers on the North West; and judge
from sheir present stte of development

f

hence. ;
. - Reply to ““first fact . ;—On- the 24th
May 1§75, when question of extend-
ing the season for hass fishing in.the
lower Miramichi waters was being " dis-
cussed; the: writer, ascompanied by one
of the best angling sportsmen of the
Miramichi, é)roceeded to Napan apd
brought to Chatham about twenty bass
out of a hundred or more which’ were
taken in that river with a seine. The
writer operied and carefully gxamined
sevenof the largest ish, which averaged
five pounds weight each, and not one
contaived ova. Four contained milt,
bug-it shewed no sign-of ripeness,-being

4 firmn anid compatatively small. Ovren-

should be protected, and that you admit if
left to the fishermen themselves its fate is

bor,” exist only in your vivid imagination

sure, but you think I show a 'ﬁndency
to pay tod little sttention to the e by

gmries among those engaged in the bass
shery in: Napun,together with our own
experience, thercfore, lead us to the con-
clusion that breeding or mature fish are

searte in Napan in ‘May. Tt is also s | statements, and

and light of *¢ dissussion on equat; tormm.”)

what will betheircondition four months .

fact not to be. disputed. t&tg&bw
caught in Napan are not more than two-
thirds the average size of those edught
in the Northwest. :
To this [ $ejoin;that your swn words
confate youis Youopened five fish and
not one cotitéined ova.” +The reason was
as I stated, the fish had spawned, be-
cause, had they not done so, the apawn
would have been in them. ‘Well, hav-
ing just spawned, they were spent fish,
and very poor food as I said. Four
males: contained miltf” a cefthin ‘proof
that they had not yet milted, thds prov-
ing incontestibly, by your own showing
that the Napan fish.are in the. very.act
of procreation, which is
said.” To convince you, if such’s thing
is possible with 80 ““positive” a man as
yourself, here are the roes of two bass,
taken this mornifig from fish weighing
between 4 and b 1bs. caughbt last night
in the North West. Now just examine
them, and tell me what siate they will
be in on the opening of navigation.
You pretend to know so much about it,
just bring along your old énd experi-
enced Bass fishemmen from Napan, and
let us hear their opinion en the
matter. I sent two similar onges and a
a whole Bass by mail last week ‘tothe
Minister. ~ He can judge quite as well
as you or your Napanfalks,.and he will
have the assistance uf Mr. '*Whitcher to
guide him, than whom there doés not
exist in Canada a man better infotmed
on this subject.

Second Fact.—The Bass caught .in
Napan in the Spring are these that ha;;
escaped. the ible.- ing pursu
in :1?9 Northkg:# smin river dur-
ing the previous winter These fish go
there to feed on the firab run of ‘¢ black-
back ” smelts that enter Napan and
Black Rivers on the breaking up of the
ice. All the Napan people know this,
and the’ Tict is mentiphgd in ¥l .their
petitions on the subject. The fish do
1ot winter therd, do hot spawn there,
and are seldom in the river except at
the time the spring smelts come. All
this is so easily proved that I think it
unnecesgary to dwell further upon it.

Reply to ““ second  fact.”—We admit
that the bass caught in Napan in the
Spring have not previously been caught
by the fishermen of the Main River and
Northwest in the winter.

. I thank yow for this reply. If your
readers wanted any “furthe# proof than
you had already givefi them of your un-
fairness as g reasoner, the above réply
furnishes it.© A méré contemptible
quibble in & vain attempt to argue a
grave and important subject may com-
port with your ideas 'of smartness, but,
sir, it is a sorry way' of educating your
ignorant fishermen. Lodk, now, what
is involved in this Second Fact as I have
stated it above. Beyond all possibility of
cavil, the North West Bass are spawning
sbout the 24th May, at which date yéu
said these Napan fish were got, now,sir,
1 suppose you will hardly contend ;that
there are two species of striped bass in
the Miramichi; well, then, as you can-
not vesort to this subterfuge, and as you
adwnit the bass do not winter in Napan,
it follows that again youn have convicted
yourgelf not only of igitrance, but of a
puor attempt to be ‘‘smart” at the ex-
pense of your honesty.

Thivd Fact.—The taking of this fish
in any way at that jime and -im ,their
condition, is not only destroying a véry
poor food fish, but all its progeny, upon
which depends the very existence of the
species in the river. This, I' think,
needs no further pioof.

Reply to ‘“ third f
taken in Napan in May -were ‘‘ mature
tish” as mentioned by the Inspector
nnder head of ‘‘first fact,” they would
be very poor food fish, and their cap-
ture and destruction would be as ¢ ter-
rible ” as that which the Inspecior says
is carried onin the Northwest and Main
River, but from our reply to *first
fact” the Inspector ought to be con-
vinced that his premises are not entire-
ly correct.

And 'this “you cotisider argument!.
. You presume too much upon the ignor-
ance of your ris;‘dledr; }\:he:‘ you tg(l’le ou‘;.
to them'such childish stuff as”thia,’ #n
call it a Reply.” AsLhive .}mxhum
that in your attempt at a Reply to my
first fact you have -only more clearly
proved it, I think they will admit that
this Reply once again convicts you, out
of you own mouth, of pitigble ignorance
and unbounded audacity.

¥owrth Fact.—In addition to the
mature parent fish and all their progeny
thus destroyed while in the very act of
procreation, the seines then used des-
troy very large quantities of young Bass,
too small for market, and wholly value-
less to a commercial fish. This, no
Napan man can honestly deny.

Now, in view of these four most true
and indisputable, facts, I appeal to your
common sense whether these fish ought to
be taken at all duwring thewr spawning
time, and whether seines should be allow-
ed at any time in this fishery.

Reply to *“ fourth fact” :—The size of
the mesh of seines beinug entirely within
;,he power of tl;zrlgepartment t«; regu-

ate, the *‘ very largequantities of yofing
bass too smalll-y!onheqma.rket ” ought to
escape through them.

Still again, sir, it becomes my duty
to show your ers that -even of so
simple a practical matter as drawing a
seine, you are totally ignorant, and
every fishermar. who has read the above
reply-must be quite convinced that you
never in your life saw a seing hauled for
any kind of fishs orif'you did, your
powers of observation are very limited.
[f you had and your eyes were open, it
is quite impossible that you could seri-
ously have written the above. Any
man on the river, any tishery officer,
your near neighvor Overseer Wyse, had
you taken the alight trouble to ask him,
would have told you. that as a matter
of absolute necessity, from the very
nature of the action, the large fish get
into the bunt of the seine, and pressing
against the meshes in a compact mass,
totally bar the escape of great numbers
of smalier fish and they would tell you
that a 6 inch mesh seine, when full of
large Bass in the bunt, will take a half
pound Bass, a small trout or even a
smelt, and that, in drawing the mass
to shore they get tumbled about and
killed, and that the only practicable
way to prevent the destruation of young
tish in the Napan river is to prohibit
seines altogether, and to prevent the
destruction of breeding fish, is to pro-
hibit Bass fishing there in the Spring.
You admit, for a wonder, that spawning
Bass arg gaken in Napan in the month
of May, because ygu know the fact.
Well, this admission is fatal to all the
rest of your argument. |

I amypeally pleased to be able toagree
with {on in one thing, and that is, that
more brééding tishare takenin the North
West a fow weeks earlier in the season,
thanaretakenin Napan. This, Ibelieve,
and Thavealwsysregretted that the close
séason-commetices 5o Jate and had I the’
mwer you think I have, it would not

fo. But surely this is no reagon
why *he evil ghould be increased, by
still further extending the openseason for
the exclusive benetit of sume score (not
more) of your Napan friends. After
 the slat of h not a bass should be
taken in the Miramichi, and from that
date until the following October, the
close time should be rigidly enforced, if
you hupe to save the fishery from ruin.
Already the average weight has become
small. When I was a younger man,
before the *‘terrible over-tishing”
had grown to its present proportions,-
the average weight of bass was about 8
and 9 lbs., very many weighed from 12
to 15, and quite a large number reached
20 and 25 lbs. These larger ones are
now very rarely caught, while the aver-
age has gone down to 4. and & lbs., or
even less. At present there are 452
nets registered for bass fishing in the
restricted space of 14 miles, in parts
only of which the bass lie. Now, Sir
here are Overseers Wyse, Hoyan and
Perley on the lfot to corroborate my
appeal to your sense

Fust what I

” . 1f the' fiseseine.
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of hopor; ;if you have any, ta admit
frankly that you knew very little of the
matteron which you have attewpted to
enlighten me and your readers.
Respecting the destruction of Bass
caused by seining for Gaspereaux, you
prudently refrain from sayingmore than
“ the Department should make every
effort “to visit such offences with .such
punishment as would make their prac-
tice very unprofitable.” Here again
your wonderful ‘ignorance of this subt
ject shows itself. ‘But, you at last con-
descend for the first time to ask me a
question, instead of peremptorily giving
your own ipse digiti>_
“ Do we understand the Inspector to
mean that bBecause somie ragcally fisher-
men will not let bass go when they are
‘caught in thelrgasperpaiix seines out of
dedson, the {gasperedux. fishery with
seines ought to be stopped!”’ and mira-
bile dictu, you reslly admit ghat you
haye not g , “crammed” for - this part

of my letter, 'for yeu say:—“ We are
tiot well up on this parl of the subject
Jjust yet, and only ask for information.”

What part of ‘the subject you are
‘“ well up on,” I have thus far failed to
sce, but L will apswer your guestion
very plainly.  Most unequivocally then,

I reply,—All gaspereaux fishing with
seines should at once be entirely pro- -
hibited " in" the ‘Mirsini¢hi rimer, for
these two reasons;— --

First, because this species is already
neatly 0 , compared ‘with what
it was wlten Y was a boy living oh the
river, and solely in consequence of ex-
cessive over fishing. Gaspereanx do
not spawn in-rapidly running water,but
invarably make their way to still lakes
for that purpose. Miramichi Lake, at
the head waters of the Southwest branch
about 125 miles above Chatham, was
formerly the great resort of this species
 fgr that purgose. - ¥ou can readily un-
and how féw must reach this dis-

" tant point, when every settlér from the
railroad .bridge to that point, along a
course of 100'miles,has hisbit of net out
while they are moving, and more than
that, the people of East Glassville, in
Carleton Co., and all the settlers on the
head waters above the forks now resort
to the stream that empties Miramichi
Lake for Gaspereaux, and I mwuch fear
that in'this sparsely settled place where
the only two fishery ofticers reside miles
distant, nets are set quite across the
stream to kill the remnant that is left.
Overseer Cameron and the Mesdms.
Fairley will tell you that when they
were boys this Lake could almost liter-
ally be walked across on the backs of
gaspereaux, so numerous were they
then in the rivgr and lake, but that
now very few ru?l‘m it, and every middle
ed man on the river will bear witness
“to their'rapidly ‘decreasinig numbers.—
Thus,; Sir,“you will see, that if this
species is thus overfished at both ends _
of youyriver, at: the_ir‘ spawning tige,
they must 8oon ceadé to exist in'its
waters. Come, now, Mr, BEditor, con-
fess for once that you did not know all
this, nng that the much despised In-
spector does know something of his
business.

Second, becausesit is absolutely im-
possiole to prevent the seines killing
spawning bass and you andgrilse, |
—at that time. They get killed in the
process of hauling, and not one in 'ten
can be put back alive, and even if they
could, they would be caught again and
again, as long as seines were used. " In
no other river in this Province, or in
Nova Scotia, so far as I am aware, are
gaspereaux allowed to. be fished with a
i The comumon sense of the people
would not allow it for an instant, but
your fishermen;lose all their common
«sense in their great greed and cupidity,
and I only regret that you are sustain-
ing them in their stupid folly.

Gathering conraffe as you advance in
your blundering, you have the temerity
to eharge me with * making a statement
at variance with the facts, as they .are
krgwn' by hundreds of persons bgst
acquainted with them.” I new again
advisedly stale that over 9 tons of Bass,
all of them e:{)mmiug fish ‘or those that
had spawned, were taken in Napan Z»
river and Black river last spring from
the opening of navigation to the 26th
May. Of course I know what the
retwrns were, because they were first
sent to me, as Inspector, ‘and by meito
the Department at Ottawa; but then I
know further—what you do not know,
or if you do you choose, for the sake of
““ making the worse appear the better
reason” not to tell your readers—that
not one man in Napan made an honest
statement, but all gave short returns to
evade the paltry tax of one tenth of a
cent per lb. on their catch. And I
bring before you Overseer Wyse, who
collected the tax,as witness to the state-
ment. In his ofticial letter to me dated
12th June 1876, he says:—*‘ I can safely
say 80,000 Ibs. of Bass were taken, and
of thatquantity 70,000 Ibs were seined.”
And T bring Overseer John Hogan,
whose name is a synonym for honesty
and truthfulness whercver he is known,
to testify that to the best of his know-
Jedge and belief the 64 tons you admit
as being caught, found their market in
Chatham, Douglastovg& Nelson, New-
castle, and Bathurst. that, if Messrs,
Loggie or Morrison really did freeze the
most of 6} tons, it proves two things:—
1st that much over 9 tons were taken
ss8 I stated. 2nd, that these gentlemen
did a most dishonest thing if they put
upon the markets of the U. 8. spent
and spawning fish, pretending that they
were in geod condition as food, and if
the same dreadful slaughter is allowed
this coming Spring, I shall consider it
my duty to send circulars to all the
leading fish dealers of my acquaintance,
and I know most all of them personally,
in Boston and New York, to be on
their fuard against any further such
dishonest dealings.

After this ex of your knowledge
of the whole subject, I now leave your
readers to judge with what grace the
following comes from yonr facile pen:— *

‘ We have said enongh to show that
the Inspector is not happy in his judg-
ment of what he sopositively puts down
as facts. We believe that he desires to
advance our fishery interests, but his
modes are faulty and his temperment an
unfortunate one for a man in his im-
portant office.” .

In conclusion I beg to say that I fulli
agree with you-in olﬁyone more remar
in your whole labored reply to my let-
ter, and in that remark I cordially con-
cur, and say with you, ‘I seenothing to
be gained by anything short of plain
statements of facts and the administra-
tion of such advice to both as we may
be able to give, with a view of securing
‘ the greatest good to the greatest pos-
sible number.”’ 45 '

. But, sir, before you are in a position
make this plain statement or to give
this advice, believe me when I ome-
thing more than mere ‘‘cramming™ for an
occasion is requisite. More mental and
hysical work than you have ever yet
Xevoted to the study of our fisheries is
absolutely necessary to enable you to
understand their needs, and to qualify
you to counsel those who are blindly
destroying them. :

In conclusion you must permit me to
say, that as au officer who tolerably
well understands his business, I shall
consider it my duty tb expose your
ignorance on this subject just as often
as you give it form ahd pressurein such
a s{:pe a8 you have hitherto done. I
shall do this nithout aparticle of ill feel-
ing, but I shall do it in language
as vigorous as I can command within
the bounds of - legitimate argument, in
order to ' counteract, as faras possible,
the erroneous ideas such ignorauce is
calculated to diffuse among a class sadly
in nedd of a better informed teacher
than yourself. I leave '{our readers to
decide whether, in the light now given
them, you have not pandered to these
local ' jealousies that are sapping the
foundation of the County's prousperity.

I am, sir, your obedient servant.

W. H. Vexxing. °

g
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