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he contempt in Dick’s voice .w})ipp-
the color ‘to Gregory'’s face and
d his fist. But he relaxed in a

ient andlaughed.

don’t worry, Bassett,” he said, his
on Dick. -“We. haven't any rea-
‘to like each other, but he's- bigger
y I am. I:won’t hit him”  Then
he ihardened his voice. “But Tll re-
d 'you, Clark, that personally .1
give a— — whether you swing
t. . Also that I can keep my month
walk out of- here, and have you
10d in the: next hour, if I decide

9

ut you won't’, Bassett said
ly. “You won’t any more than

;did it last spring, when you sent
little letter of yours to David Liv-
e !

0. You're right. I won’t. But

j tell you what 1 came here to say,

jett, get this straight: It’s not be-

" 'm afraid -of you, or ‘of him.

aldson’s. dead., What value would

’s _testimony have after.ten years,

pi_put him ‘on the stand?  It's not

Tt’s because you'll put your blun-

dering foot into it and ruin her career,
uniess.. I tell you' the truth.”

It was to Bassett then that he told

his story, he and Bassett sitting, Dick

standing with his elbow on the mantel-

e
piece, tall and weary and almost de-
tached. :
' “I’'ve got to' make my own position
lain in this,” he said,y"l dldl:": like

lark, and I. kept her from marrying
him, ~There was_one time; before she
met Lucas, when she almost did jt. 1
was away when she decided on that
fool trip to the Clark ranch,, We
couldn’t get a New York theatre until
November, and she had some time, so
they. went. . I've got her story of what
happened there, You can check it up
with what you know.”

He turned to Dick for a moment.

“You were drinking pretty hard that
night, but you may remember- this:
She had quarreled with Lucgs-at dins
ner that night and with you. That’s
true, isn’t it?” :

&lYes‘,’ : S n

“She went to her room and .begsn
to pack her things. Then she thought
it over, and she decided to try io per-
suade Lucas; to go, too. Things had
begun all right, but they were ‘gettin
strained and unpleasant.” She'wenf
down . the. stairs, and Melis saw her
the valet. The living room was dark,
but there was a light coming through
the billiard room door, and against it
she saw the figure of a man 'n the
doorway. He had his back to her, erd
he had a .revolver in his haad. She
ran  across the noom, when hc hcard
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her and turned, she sdw it was Lucas.
Do you remember, Jud, having a re-
volver and Lucas taking it from you?”

“No. Donaldson testified I'd had a
revolver,”

“Well, that’s how we figure he’d got
the gun. She thought at once that
Lucas and you had quarreled,. and that
he was going to shoot, She tried to
take it from iim but he was drunk and
stubborn. It went off and killed him,”

Bassett leaned forward.

+“That's straight, is it?”

“Im telling you.”

“Then why in God’s name didn’t she
say that at the inquest?’ : ;

“She was afraid it wouldn’t be be-
lieved. Look at the facts. - She’d quar-
reled with Lucas. There had been a
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notorious .situation - with regard to
Clark. And ‘remember this, She had
done it. I know her well enough, how-
ever, to say that she would have con-
fessed, eventually, but Clark had beat-
en it. It was reasonably sure that he
was lost in the blizzard. You've got
to allow for that.”

Bassett said nothing. After a silence
Dick spoke: :

,“What about the revolver?”

“She had it in her hand, She dropp-
ed it and stood still, too stunned to
scream. Lucas, she says, took a step
or two forward and fell through the
doorway, Donaldson came running in,
and you know the rest.” ! i

Bassett was the first to break the
silence,

“She will be willing to testify
now, of course?” -

“And stand trial?”

“Not necessarily, ' Clark would be on
trial. He’s been indicted. He has to
be tried.” :
“Why does he have to be tried? “He"
free now. He’s been free for ten years.
And 1 tell you as an honest. opinion

to that

/{tHat the thing would kill her. Aecci-

dent ‘and all, she -did it. And there
would be some who’d never believe she
hadn’t tired of Lucas, and wanted the
Clark money.”

“That’s a' chance she’ll have to take,”
Bassett said. doggedly., -

“The only living witness who could
be ealled would be the valet. And re-
member this: for den years he has be-
lieved that she did it. He’ll have built
up a story-by this time, perhaps un-
consciously, that might damn her.”

Dick moved, .

“There’s only one thing to do. You’re
right,  Gregory.
to that.”
“Yow're crazy,” Bassett said angrily.

hide behind a woman. As a matter of
fact, Pve learned what I wanted. Lu-
cas wasn’t murdered. I didn’t shoot
him. That’s what really matters. I'm
no worse off than I was before; con-
siderably better, in fact. Afnd I don’t
see what’s to be gained by going any
further.” 2

In spite of his protests, Bastett was
compelled finally to e. He was
sulky, and disspirited.,
profound anti-climax to all his effort,
of Dick wandering out again, legally
dead and legally guilty, and he swore
roundly -under his breath, - {

“All right,” he grunted at last, I

conscience,”

“Pll not tell her anything about it.
I'm not only her brother; I'm her man-
ager now, And I’'m.not kicking any
hole in the boat that floats me.” g

He was self-confident and slightly
insolent; the hands with which he light-
ed a fresh cigarette mo. longer trem-
bled, and the glance he.thfew at Dick
was triumphant and hostile, -

“As a man sows, Clark,” he said,
“You sowed hell for a number of peo-
ple once.”

Bassett had to ‘restrain an impulse
to kick him of the door,

When he had gone Bassett turned
to Dick, with assumed . lightness. i

“Well,” he said, “here we are,, all
dressed up and nowhere.to go!”

He wandered around the room, rest-
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less and disappointed. .He knew, and
Dick knew, that they had come to the
end of the road, and that nothing lay
beyond. In his ewn unpleasant way
Fred Gregory had made a case for his
sister that tied their hands, and the
crux of the matter had lain in his final
gibe: “As a man sows, Clark, so'shall
he reap.” The moral issue was there.
“I suppose the Hines story. goes by
the board, eh?” he commented after
a  pause. i
. “Yes. ‘Except that I wish I'd known

way you look at it, and he had a rot-

ten deal. Sometimes a man sows,” he
added, with a wry smile, “and the
other fellow reaps.” :

Bassett wernt out after that, going
t> the office on the chance of a letter
from Melis, but there wag none, When
he came back he found Dick standin
over a partially packed suitcase, ang
knew that they had come to the end
of the road indeed. &

bluntly,

“I'll have to leave here.
pensive.” A

“And after that, whatp”

“I'll get a job, I suppose a man is
as well hidden here as anywhere. I
can grow a beard—that’s the usunal
thing, isn’t it?”

Bassett made an impatient gesture,
and fell to pacing the floor. “It’s in-
credible,” he said. “It’s monstrous.
It’s a joke, Here you are, without a
thing against you, and hung like Maho-
met’s coffin, between heaven and earth.
It makes me sick.”

He went home that night leaving
word to have any letter for L 22 for-
warded, but without much hope, His
last clutch of Dick’s hand had a sort
of desperate finality in it, and he car-
ried with him most of the way home
the tall, grave and patiently courageous
figure that saw him off with a smile.

By the next afternoon’s mail he re-
ceived a note from New York, with a
few words of comment pencilled op it
in Dick’s writing, “This came this
evening. I sent gack the money, D.”
The note was from Gregory and had
evidently enclosed a one-hundred dol-
lar bill. It began without superscrip-
tion: “Enclosed find a hundred dol-
lars, as I imagine funds may be short.
If were you I'd get out of blere.
There has been considerable excitement
and you know too many people in this
burg.”

Bassett sat back in his chair ang
studied the note,

“Now why the devil did he’do that?”
he reflected. He sat for 'some time,
thinking deeply, and”he came to one
important conclusion. The sto
ory had told was the one which was
absolutely calculated to shut off all
further inquiry. They had had ten
years; ten years to plan, eliminatc snd
construct; ten years to prepare their
defence, in case Clark turned up.

It’s too ex-

something. ' He’s my half brother, any
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assured? But he had not been content
to let well enough alone; he had per-
haps over-reached himself.

Then what was the answer? She had
killed Lucas, but was it an accident?
And there must have been a witness,

\

rd

o she would have had nothing to fear.
He wrote out on'a bit of paper three
names, and sat looking at them:
Hatlie Thorwald,
Jean Melis.
Ulifton Hines.
(To be Continued)
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