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ONFEDERAT101’ANADAPUBLICOF V..
that they supported him. Between eloquent eulogy delivered on the me- 

‘ ory of the Father of Confederation wascial autonomy and federalism under the 
Canadian constitution and was accorded 
a sympathetic hearing. The Dominion 
Government did not interfere with Que­
bec’s action.

Laurier Adopts Reciprocity.
In 1889 Laurier moved an amend­

ment to supply extending the offer 
of unrestricted reciprocity in trade 
to the United States. This move was 
significant, disclosing as it did a policy 
which was to be consistently adhered 
to throughout the Liberal leader’s long

man.
Sir John and Laurier, while they wereSir Wilfrid, as the Parliamentarian of His Earlier Years that of his opponent, Wilfrid Laurier, 

"Canada's greatest son." said Laurier, 
a term of appreciation which may well

actors on the same stage of statesman­
ship together, there was ever the 
friendliest of feeling in personal re- .......
lationship, and on the death of Sir John be shared now by the man who applied 

in 1891 perhaps the most feeling and it to the dead Conservative chieftain
Found InKeynote of 

Valedictory McGill Declares Stand as Result 
of Manitoba School CaseCanadian, Favored ae9**--.

British Preference---A Firm Ex- in (883, a «member 
of the Opposition Constitution, took a leading part. On 

March 3. at the second reading of the 
bill. Laurier said:

"So long as 1 have a seat in this 
House, so long as 1 occupy the position 
1 do now. whenever it shall become

!The Liberal party came into power 
again upon an issue which has been

career. Not always was there any re­
ciprocal sentiment distinguishable in tin- 
United States, and there arose a time 
when Sir Wilfrid, embittered by his 
lack of success in winning the United 
States Government to a more liberal 
policy in trade with Canada, said, 
"There shall be no more trips to Wash-

ponent of Provincial Autonomy 
at Many Critical Periods.

confused in the minds of the electors 
to some extent ever since. In 1890 
Manitoba abolished separate schools in 
that province by an act of Legislature. 
Agitation arose in certain circles seek-

my duty to take a stand upon any 
question whatever, that stand 1 will 
take, not from the point of view ofthe ing* federal veto of the provincial act 

as unconstitutional and depriving Protestantism, but from 
view which can appeal

a point 01 
to the con-

ington."
Reciprocity with the United States 

dropped from sight in the Liberal 
platform for some years, but not be-■ 
cause Laurier had lost faith in the! 
trade principles that, had animated! 
him all his life, but because there 
cannot be reciprocity on one side 
alone. Both Sir Wilfrid Laurier and 
Sir Richard Cartwright were active 
exponents of the reciprocity prin­
ciple. It was tins issue that arising 
again in 1911 was to defeat Sir Wil­
frid and the Liberal party after fif­
teen' years of the most progressive 
administration the Dominion had en­
joyed since Confederation.

There arose in the 90‘s an extreme 
party, who, headed by Mr. Goldwin 
Smith and Mr. Erastus Wiman, ad­
vocating what was called "Continent- 
alism" or "Commercial Union." The 
individuality of Canada as a separa 
political entity was one of the things 
Laurier held most precious through- 
out his political career, and he re­
fused to ally himself with Continent- 
alists.

"For myself, 1 am a Canadian," he 
declared in a speech delivered at this

Catholics of a right they had enjoyed
sciences of all men. irrespective of their 
particular faith, upon ground which car 
be occupied by all men who love jus­
tice. freedom and toleration."

The debate ended in vigorous ob-

of having the Catholic religion taught 
in the publicly-supported schools. Sir 
John Thompson, who had followed Sir 
John Macdonald as premier, died sud­
denly in England. Sir John was a

Right Honorable Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the McGill University law course of 
P.C.. G.C.M.G., D.C..L., LL.D., K.C., three years, attending lectures in 
leader of the Liberal party in Canada both French and English, with such 
since 1887. premier of Canada for fifteen result that in 1864 he was the valedic- 
years, an honorary member of * 
Cobden Club, grand officer of the his class.

the torian, and graduated at the head of Roman Catholic, but lie was not fav- struction and the last sitting in com-
His speech delivered on 

Legion of Honor of France, and the the occasion of his valedictory was 
holder of honorary degrees from Ox- a remarkable one at the time, and 
Sord, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Toronto, I still more remarkable in view of 
and Queen's Universities, was born on what the brilliant young student after- 
November 20, 1841, in the French-Can- wards became in the social and 
adian parish of St. Lin, L’Assomp- political organization of his country, 
tion County, Quebec, near the New and of the place he achieved in Can- 
Hampshire border. His father, Caro- |adian history. In his address. the 
lus Laurier, was a land surveyor. His first one delivered in the hearing of 
mother, who died when he vas four a larger public than that of his col- 
years of age, was Marcelle Martineau, lege associates, the young speaker 
a lady of gentle accomplishments and voiced ideals of public service in his

orably disposed to interference with 
the provincial rights in the matter of 
the regulation of education, which is 
unquestionably a provincial matter. It 
fell to an Orangeman to succeed to the 
problem, lion. Mackenzie Bowell, and, 
acting as he thought advisedly, he in- 
troduced the remedial bill. by which; 
separate schools were to be restored| 
in Manitoba. Seven ministers of the

mittee lasted from 3 p.m. Monday un­
til 2 a.m. Thursday.

Sir Charles Tupper. high commis­
sioner in London, and an influential 
member of the Macdonald Administra- 
tion, had been brought back from Eng­
land to lead the Conservative side of 
the House upon the defection of sup­
port from Hon. Mackenzie Bowell. He

As leader of the 
Liberal Party,1891

0 and his Government went 10 the coun-
cam-and after one of the hottesttrait- 

said
Cabinet resigned—the "nest of 
ors." amidst which the premier 
he had been living for weeks.

Meanwhile Manitoba confirmed

try.
history of Canada, inpaigns in the

which the issue became one of separate• lady 
tastes.

of gentle accomplishments and 
His grandfather on his chosen profession of law, ideals so 

the 
the

the or national schools rather than that 
of provincial autonomy, the Liberal: 
were returned with a big majority, 
The campaign of 1896 made the names

entitle 
from

lofty and so noble as tofather’s side was a farmer with a action of the Provincial Government in 
an election from which the administra- 
tion came back to power with 36 seats

considerationspeech tonatural leaning towards science and 
mathematics. Sir Wilfrid, after the point of view of literature 

from that of the legal profession. The 
principle he thus early enunciated 
formed the keynote of his public 
career.

as well as
Dalton McCarthy, N. Clarke Wal-out of 40. The Federal Parliament met | ofdeath of his mother, was brought up

il aJnuary, 1896, and the remedial bill 
to coerce Manitoba in the matter of 
its national schools became the one 
crowning matter of controversy in the

lace and Joe Martin household words 
throughout the Dominion and set the 
name of Wilfrid Laurier before the 
Empire and the world, as a unifier of 
races and creeds in Canada, and a

father’s second wife, Odellineby his 

‘family.
who had been nurse in the
and for whom the child en-/ Race Hatred Done With.which contin-tertained an affection "The law," declared the young stu­

dent, "is called upon to another role 
in an elementary school in the parish I in this country, an immense role, and 
of St Lin. He was sent for some one which belongs to it nowhere else, 
eight or nine months at the age of Two races share today the soil of 
12 to a Protestant chool at New 
Glasgow, a Scotch settlement 18 miles

House. In this great debate Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier, as leader of the Oppos-| 
tion. and as a staunch upholder of! 
provincial rights under the Canadian to support.

ued into mature years.
French-Canadian whom even English-Wilfrid Laurier was educated first period. speaking Canadians were enthusiastic"N. P,” Election of 1891.atm In 1891, Sir John forced the issue 

upon the question of Reciprocity and 
Continentalism as against the protec-i 
tive, "National" policy and loyalty to 
the Mother Country, making that fa­
mous declaration, "A British subject 
1 was born, a British subject 1 will 
die. Willi my utmost effort. with
my last breath, will I oppose the 
veiled treason which attempts by 
sordid means and mercenary proffers 

! to lure our people from their allegi­
ance.” Laurier argued for commer- 
cial reciprocity with the United 
States, and unsevered political alle­
giance witii the Motherland. To this 
principal of reciprocal trade relations 
with the United States, without dis-

Canada. I can say it here. for the 
and 

been British Preference Is One 
of His Early Achievements

the Frenchtime is no longer. 
English races have not alwaysfrom St. Lin, to learn English. Here 

the impressionable boy received that 
first early association with the Brit­
ish elements in the nationhood of 
Canada, which in after years was to 
be of such service to him in putting 
him Into sympathetic touch with 
people of English, Scotch and Irish 
origin alike. Sir Wilfrid spoke irre­
proachable English, and he could also 
tell a dialect story in broad Scotch, 
as on his campaign tours in certain

friends; but I hasten to say it. and 1 
say it to our glory, that, race hatreds 
are finished on our Canadian soil. 
There is no longer any family here 
but the human family. It matters 
not the language the people speak or 
the altars at which they kneel. We 
are coming every day upon the happy 
results of this holy work, and at this 

I celebration we have still another 
i proof of it. You have heard French

and English names here graven upon 
tablets of honor. You have heard 
some address the word to you in 
English, and I, who am now speaking 
—I am speaking to you in my mother 
tongue, I am speaking to you in

as one of the leading figures of that 
great assemblage of imperial person-

On the accession of Sir Wilfrid Laur- 
ier to power in 1896, his first concern 
was to effect a settlement of the Man-

ages. His 
his old-time

dignity of comportment,
manner of the French 

imperialA compro- seigneur. his knowledge ofitoha school controversy.
bymise was suggested and accepted and world politics, and. above all, 

that he was a,French-Canadian who 
confessed himself an English Liberal, 
touched the imagination of the people

frequently which, though separateparts of the country he Manitoba, by
with to he recognized bydelighted to do, and always schools were notAt thirty, as a law- 

yer and journalist
Asa member of the Mac 
kenzie Ministry, 1878

the state or to receive support from 
public funds, religious teaching was to 
be allowed according to the faith of 
the majority of residents in any com- 
munity within certain prescribed times.

effect. It was at New Glasgow as a 
child—where he boarded with an Trish 
Catholic family named Kirk, went to 
a protestant school to learn English, 
and visited at the home of Mr. John

of England, 
place and 
never before

and he was accorded aturbance to Canada’s political place1 
within the British Empire. Laurier 
remained consistently faithful through- 
out the remainder of his career.

consideration 
so quickly won

perhaps 
by any 

knighted
jubilee 

visit to

French. There is in this fraternity a1 
glory of which Canada cannot be 
proud enough, for many powerful | 
nations might come here to seek a 
lesson in justice and humanity."

Always Fervently Canadian.
Although associated at the outset of 

his professional career with extrem­
ists somewhat after the type known 
nowadays as the English Radicals, 
men like his partner, M. Lanctot, and 
others who opposed Confederation. 
Wilfrid Laurier is described by those 
who knew him in those days as a 
fervent Canadian, devoid of racial 
bigotry. Laurier was called to the 
bar 111 1864, and entered into partner­
ship at first with two brilliant fel­
low-students under the firm name of 
Laurier, Archambault & Deslauniers 
This partnership was dissolved the 
following year, chiefly for lack of 
clients. As junior partner, the young

statesman. He wascolonial 
among 
honors.
France.

a staunch Presbyterian so as not to interfere with the cur- those 
He 

and

who received 
paid a short

Murray,
States. His speech received the high - I authority as this, claimed the right to In 1882 came the Ontarien d 
est compliments from both Sir John A. 1 advise electors how to vote, with the mande ■ by which Sir John Macdo ind 

result that something like a religions increased his majority in Ontario 
war raged throughout the campaign, hiving the Grits" at the redistribution 
\ Protestant Defence Association was | following the census of 1881. Laurier 

political was a strong opponent of the measure,...
weight as the postmaster-general of the and a champion of provincial rights as katchewan was brought about. Sir Wil- 
Mackenzie Government felt called upon affected by the Ontario boundaries dis: frid Laurier was to be attacked by 
to denounce ultramontane dectrines pute, and the question of control of the those who held him inconsistent upon 

political platform and urge provincial resources Sir John Macdon- 
aid in 1885 proposed a measure of uni­
form franchise of so sweeping a char-

riculum proper Laurier is said by thisan elder 
general

friend of his father, who was 
in the church and kept a.

clared that any man who sought to 
was unworthy of settlement, satisfactory to all parties, made A speech which 

the French
destroy that union 
British citizenship, 
ligious liberty was

to have won the I eedom of Canadian 
politics from the Catholic hierarchy. 
Later, when the creation of the two 
new provinces of Alberta and Sas-

store—that Sir Wilfrid became a thor­
ough all-round Canadian.

A Classical Scholar.
At 12 years of age, and for 

seven years following, the youthful 
statesman studied Latin, Greek, Eng­
lish, French literature, history, geog­
raphy, mathematics and mental 
philosophy. At L’Assomption College 
Wilfrid Laurier, It is said, became a 
leader by reason of his natural gifts 
of character and intellect. Never 
robust, Wilfrid Laurier did not go in 
for athletics while at school. His

Macdonald, leader of the Opposition, 
and Premier Mackenzie, who welcomed

completely 
people, and

Our civil and re- 
not surpassed by

won over
reconciled his position in

Frenchman living 
Bonfires blazed

to the debating their eyes 
under British rule.

him as an addition as athose, he held, of any other people in 
the world. Also, he spoke in favor of 
reciprocity in trade with the United

of organized, and even such;strength of the Canadian House 
Parliament. along the banks of the St. Lawrence 

as the ship upon which Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier returned came up the river. 
He was accorded ovations at Quebec, 
Montreal and Ottawa, and was the 
guest of honor at banquets given by 
the boards of trade of Montreal and 
Toronto.

Last Trip to Washington.

Louis Riel Shows
Belief in British Fair Play

the school question. Provision being

Debate on from t 
■ English then made in the constitutions of theCatholics to unite with Liberals separate schools.new provinces for 

the school•
was brought

in the upholding of the supremacy of acter as to have included the Indians 
This measure was naturally offensive 

to the Liberals inasmuch as it threat- 
I ened to overwhelm all restraints upon

electoral irregularity. Obstruction 
was resorted to. and Laurier proved

of 1896 
to show 
issues were

question 
upthe state over the church aggression.

"To vote for a Liberal. one parish was inconsistency. That the: old by its priest, "is to set out on the 
I road to hell.” failed of perceptionquite different 

among those
election of 1896

1897 Sir Wilfrid Laurier was 
of the Canadian commissioners 
visited Washington to take up

In 
onewho supposed that the 

was fought out on the
was the strength of an 
gentle, lovable youth, a 
scholar, an unconquerable 
and a delightful conversationalist.

earnest, 

debater,
campaign had been made against himThere followed now one of the main aurier had never hesitatedWilfrid 

to make wh0by the church, as well as by the Con- where he stood init clearincidents in Laurier’s early career, that 
associated with the first rebellion of 

halt |Louis Riel and the settlers and half 
the Northwest, title to which 

maintained by the Hud- 
son Bay Company under the charter of 
1670. had been sold to the Government 
of Canada in 1869. After violent politi- 
cal agitation, the Wolseley expedition 
was dispatched, and the rebellion col- 
lapsed. Riel was elected to represent 
the constituency of Provencher, in the 
new province of Manitoba, and appear 
in Ottawa, where he sig e the roll ■ had been regarded as a certainty by 
membership of the House of Commons: the Liberals. as a surprise and for con
Scott had been executed, however. 
his orders during Riel’s provisional governorship, and the bulk of the people 
Of Canada, held Riel guilty of cold- 
blooded murder. He was accordingly 
called upon to appear to answer V and fought the election to a successful 
charge in the House. He failed to issue on November 28, when he was 
so, and his seat was declare * n : returned with a majority of 315. Quebec
It was upon this issue, the expulsion i East from that moment remained the of Louis Riel from the House of Com-I 
mons that Wilfrid Laurier there made 
his first speech in the English tongue

It had been argued in the protracted 
debate that followed Riel’s disappear­
ance from the House that he had been 
guaranteed amnesty by the representa­
tives of the Canadian and the Imperial 
Governments both, and that he had 
since given his services to the pacifica- 
tion of the country. A committee had 
been appointed to consider these cir- |Liberal party out of power turned in 
cumstances. Mackenzie Bowell, now-1 the main upon the issue o' the tariff 
ever, moved that Riel be immediate , | in Quebec, a large share of attention, 
expelled from the House of ( commons, especially in the French counties, was 
Laurier spoke in support of an amend- -
ment to this motion, calling for the 
report of the committee before further 
action were taken. While disclaiming 
any sympathy for Riel, he argued for 
the preservation of Riel’s legal rights 
and the opportunity for the entering of 
his defense according to the privilege 
of a British subject. He claimed that 
the execution of Scott was a political 
crime, and that Riel, in signing the 
death-warrant, acted in the same 
capacity under his office in the so- 
called Provisional Government as that 
of a judge. Riel, he argued was not 
a rebel against the flag, but against ism was the "most inveterate and the 
injustice under the flag, which is itself| 
a guarantee of justice. The half-breed 
rights had been bartered away by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company without re-1 

* for or any reference to them as

question of national vs. separate 
schools. Laurier’s fight was for pro­
vincial autonomy, in the first in-

the vexed question of belter trade re- 
lations, and at Quebec the following 
year the joint high commission tools 
up other outstanding issues between 
the two countries, including those of 
the seal fisheries, the alien labor 
laws, the Alaska boundary, and the 
lake fisheries. The result of this 
conference was embodied after-ards 
in Laurier’s declaration. "No more 
pilgrimages to Washington." An at­
titude far from compromising or con-

a resourceful and aggressivea himselfservatives, who concentrated their en- 
tire forces in the riding to defeat the 
young minister of the Government

Such were the lengths to which this 
! campaign were taken that it is recorded 
that Catholics were told that Laurier

ultramontanisme, and inHe obstructionist.
The Second Riel Rebellion.in Quebec in 1877— 

to be a landmark in 
Liberal party—he had

speech deliveredis described by a fellow-pupil of that 
period as "calm, dignified, reserved, 
almost timid." His health was for 
many years an object of concern to

Laurier then entered the office, 
: legal, half journalistic, of the brilliant, breeds in 
but extreme, Lanctot. Wilfrid Laurier vast territory 
in the association formed at this im- 
pressionable period spoke once at an 
anti-Confederation meeting at St. Julie, 
In Montcalm County, on February 25,

a. speech declared
the history of the

stance, and for the protection of the 
religious rights of the minority, in the 
second, wherein provincial autonomy 
as such, inasmuch as the provinces 
were yet to be created, did not appear.

The British Preference.
Second of the early achievements 

of Laurier as Liberal premier was

The second Riel episode formed an­
other noteworthy chapter in Laurier’s 
career. On March 17, 1885, Louis Rielmaintained in the face of English Con-

servatives and Catholic 
liberalism

clergy alikehis family and friends, but by a sys­
tematic and simple haihlt of life, and 
an early practice of self-control. Sir’ 
Wilfrid became eventually a man who 
could endure the most arduous elec­
tion campaigns and speaking tours

was elected president of the "Provi- 
T , Isional Government" of the Northwest,
Liberalism the force at St. Laurent. His second rebellion 

great reforms roused the anger of the whole country, 
and a ‘ in this country. 1 Itra - > despite the fact that the undoubted 

he declared, was - ---------- 1 . . . . .........................

had become a Protestant minister, con- that Catholic was not the
fusing the term minister of the crown|same as politic:

which had wrought such;in the understanding of the more 
simple-minded of the electors. The

reforms
Ultra- 

incom- 
of this

1865..
Throughout the period of his young 

manhood, however Wilfrid Laurier 
embodied in his own personality the 
ideals of the Confederation of the 
provinces of Canada into a nation. 
From the first he was himself bi­
lingual, and he frequently read deep 
of English literature. It is said that 
he habitually spoke and wrote in 
French and thought and read in Eng­

in En
Orange vote was. on the other hand, montanism. the British preference—the first great 

measure towards the Liberal, ideal as 
regards the tariff possible since the

grievances of the half-breeds had tailed 
of redress at the hands of the Mac­
donald Government, although repeat­
edly called to its attention. Settlers

ciliatory was discovered among the 
politicians oi the United States at 
that time. The Canadian contentions 

I nited States, made small headway, and when trade 
the tariff of reciprocity was suggested the Amer­

icans would hear nothing of it unless 
discussion upon the British Canada granted free access to Amer- 

preference measure. ican manufactures This. of course,
"The intention of the Liberal party was impossible, and the Canadian 

is not. and never was, to establish commission returned. determined to 
free trade in this country," declared cultivate a wider market within the 
Sir Wilfrid. "While fully recognizing British Empire. This policy cont 
the superiority of the British system in force in the councils of the Liberal 
of freedom of trade as an abstract ! party until 1910, when a change came 
principle, the convention came to the over the political cast of thought of 
conclusion that under the existing the United States. The tariff had 
conditions of our country the fiscal been growing steadily higher in the 
policy best adapted to its require- republic, and there was arising a
ments, its economic situation, its great complaint against the favorit-
enormous financial obligations, is aism which allowed the enriching of 
revenue tariff." the manufacturing classes, while the

The tariff preference extended to|cost of living in every department or 
Britain gave the mother country a life’s necessaries and comforts had 
preference of 127 per cent in 1897, 23 arisen to a well-night intolerable 
in 1898, afterwards increased in 1900 point. and was still advancing. It 
to 3316 below the general tariff on was not until the American presi- 
manufactured goods entering Canada, dent. Mu. William Taft, made the 
and no compensating advantage was first advance looking to a reduction 
asked for or was involved. This feature in the tariff between Canada and the 

the concession impressed itself: United States That Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
remarkable power upon the relented from the attitude he took as 

of that day. who look- | a result of his experience in 1897. Two 
minister went from Ottawa 

to Washington, but they went upon 
invitation, not as pilgrims.

The Klondyke Rush.
In 1898 gold was discovered in the 

Klondyke, and *n the rush to the ( an- 
adian* Yukon developed the necessity 
of Canada taking active measures to 
administer the laws and maintain the 
sovereignty of Canada in that distant wilderness. The Yukon Territory was 
accordingly organized, with capital at 
Dawson City, and Col. Steele and 3, 
force of Mounted Police were sent nr 

the civil authority.

patible with the constitutionwithout fatigue, when often it hap­
pened his companions and colleagues, 
even those of the most robust phy- 
sique, were at times likely to suc­
cumb.

canvassed with a. very different story. 
The result of this by-election, which

This speech formed the abrogation of the reciprocity treaty 
with Canada by the

foundation 
when the 

election.
iderable discussion of mixed French and Indian extraction 

on the Saskatchewan River were 
alarmed as to their rights being in-

attitude on 
was well enunciated bv hima shock. A seat in Quebec East was Laurier s

Canada 
in the (

House met after the
From the first Wilfrid Laurier’s 

mind turned towards the law and 
literature His was not the mathe­
matical faculty of his grandfather.1 
By temperament, Wilfrid was a. classi­
cal scholar. His power of oratory, 
developed by college debates and ar­
guments in courts of law. together 
with the well-known natural propen- 
sity of an educated French-Canadian, 
led him into politics, and politics 
made him a man of affairs. But even 
as premier of Canada, it is said. Sir 
Wilfrid distrusted his command of
figures and statistics. To the minds 
trained in finance and business by 
which ho took care to be advised in 
his cabinet councils, he delegated! 
precise details and calculations of 
mathematical kind, although no mind 
was clearer than his in the broad rea-

immediately thrown open by the self-1 active speakers made haste to
the impression which had varied and their titles disputed by the 

Government. Surveyors had been over- 
running the lines of their farms along

sacrifice of the Liberal holder. Mr. I. modify
Thibeaudeau, who resigned for that gained ground as to the alliance be-
purpose. Laurier went down to Quebec! the English-speaking wing of the 

and the Catholic extremists in
twee 
partylish.

"So long 
mothers the

the river, cutting new survey lines 
without regard to the river frontages 
claimed by the settlers, and established 
before the organization of the terri -

as there are French 
language will not die.” 

he said once. In Quebec his enemies 
have often taunted him with speak- 
ing French with an English accent. 
The truth was. as he himself main­
tained. that though descended from 
the people who came to this country 
from France, he was neither French 
nor English; he was simply a Cana- 
dian. An accomplished student of| 
English literature, he translated, 
Shakespeare from the French back 
Into English as a mental exercise, as 
he did in the case of most of the 
works of Milton also. He was a great 
admirer of Macaulay, of Tennyson, of 
Burns, and Goldwin Smith as writers 
of English, and of Bright. Cobden, 
and Gladstone as orators and states­
men. Of Americans, he held Abraham 
Lincoln in the highest veneration and 
esteem as a prophet of democracy.

Quebec.
The change of Government now in- 

augurated eight % years of opposition 
for the Liberals, i long period in which 
Wilfrid Laurier rose to the natural and 
acknowledged leadership of the Par­
liamentary party.

Laurier in Opposition. 1878.

tories. There were only some 40,000 or 
50.000 acres involved, yet in the settle- 
ment of the rebellion which arose from 
the ignoring of the complaints, as ad­
mitted now in the light of history, 200 
lives were lost, $6.000.000 wasted, and 
the reforms and indulgences asked for 
by the half-breeds in the first place

constituency of the Liberal Chieftain 
up to the end of his parliamentary 
career. •

A year later, however, the Mac­
kenzie Government was defeated, the 
issue being incrcased protection and the Conservatives adopted 

polity, while the Lib-
In 1876 theLaurier, however, 

Quebec, although
national policy. protection 

erals held
as atained East the were eventually granted after the 

fighting was over.
Wilfrid Laurier was a firm supporter 

of the rights of the half-breed settlers 
throughout this unfortunate affair, and 
placed blame for grievances upon the 
Government’s carelessness, stupidity 
and neglect. After the rebellion had 
been suppressed Riel was tried and 
found guilty of treason and executed 
in the fall of 1885. Landry, one of the 
French supporters of the Government: 
in the following session, moved a reso­
lution, condemning the execution as 
unjust. Laurier’s speech on Louis Riel 
at this time was declared by no less a 
judge than his desk-mate. Edward 
Blake, to have been the "finest speech 
ever delivered in the Parliament of| 
Canada since Confederation."

The issue was clouded in the mind 
of the people, however, and the fact 
that Riel had instigated the rebellion 
in 1870, and that the murder of Scott 
was committed, obscured the injustice 
against which the settlers of the Sas­
katchewan had been suffering. Loyalty 
to the Dominion, and suspicion of the 
disinterestedness of Riel’s defenders in

to the principle of a lowConservatives, under Sir John A. Mac­
donald. came back with a majority of tariff. The United States had abro-

reciprocity treaty of 1854,gated the 
and Canada

86. While the election which put the undergoing a severe 
In the general elec­
place in 1878, the

soning of a problem, nor was any 
argument than his more logical and 
just.

Wilfrid Laurier’s first practice at 
law was in the office of Mr. Rodolphe 
Laflamme of Montreal, which he en­
tered in 1861 at the age of 20. He took

|trade depression.
! tion which took
i tariff formed the issue and Sir John

National Policy 
new Government

of the concession impressed itself 
with remarkable power upon the 
British public of that day, who look-

! ed upon it as a remarkable demon- cabinet 
stration of kinship and affection for 
the mother country on the part of 
Canada. The facts that, the proffer 
was made by a government presided 
over by a French-Canadian, and that 

it came at the time of Queen Vic- 
:toria’s jubilee tended to increase the 
i impression, and the appreciation of

Canada’s attitude was heard through -

devoted to the old quarrel of liberalism Macdonald and the 
, came into power, theand ultramontanisme.

Ultramontane Doctrires Developed having a majority
Ultramontane doctrines had developed : Mackenzie resigned the leadership of 

among the clergy and the more ex- the Liberal party in the House in 1880. 
treme of the Roman Catholic adherents During his tenure the Red River Re- 
of that province, and they had received

of 86 seats. Mr.

Deprived of Youth’s Gaiety
By a Delicate Constitution

bellion had been dealt with, and the 
C. P. R. project mooted, if not launched. 
Mr. Edward Blake followed Mackenzie

a certain amount of authoritative sup­
port from Pope Leo XIII. Liberalism 
was defined as "generosity towards as Liberal leader, 
error.” Catholic Liberalism, as de-

He opposed the C.
P. R. project as proposed by the syn­
dicate, and Wilfrid Laurier, his desk 
mate, had opposed the land grant fea-

nounced by the pope, was confused by 
the zealots and Conservative partisansLaurier’s first majority was 1.000. Tills 

victory in the midst of general Con­
servative triumphs called the. atten­
tion of the whole country to the now 
star in the political sky, and Liberals

Laurier is described at this period 
as a delicate youth, with a weakness 
of the lungs, sad. grave, indifferent 
to the bisterous life of his associ­
ates. He devoted himself assiduously 
to his clients, and allowed his taste 
for journalism and politics to lie

out the United Kingdom.
Laurier at the Jubilee.

Laurier, as the premier of Canada, 
attended the jubilee, and made a dis-

He was regarded there to enforce

tures fo it. Sir. Hugh Allan, a promi-with political Liberalism. Pope Pius 
TX had declared that Catholic Liberal- lient C.P.R. promoter, had contributed 

largely to the Conservative campaign 
funds and the Liberal Government wasmost dangerous enemy of the divine tinct impression.defeated. The C. P. R. was then under­
taken.

his advent 
His public

with great 
career had

constitution of the church." Priestswelcomed 
heartiness. and bishops of Quebec, upon such

Prosperity Follows
Accession to Premiership

Country’sdormant. In 1886, however, Erie Dor- begun.
ion, the owner of a publication called Laurier at the age of 30 made his g.ird 
Le Defricheur, which was devoted to first parliamentary speech, being in 

French-Canadian reply to the address from the throne 
in the Quebec Legislature on Novem­
ber 7, 1871. Success was emphatic. 
In his speech he claimed that the 

! exodus of French-Canadians to the 
|United States could be stopped by the 
encouragement of industries introduced 
|from the older countries of Europe. It 
was time, he said, for the French of 
Canada to take their places side by 

analside with the progressive elements of 
the country, and to join with them in 
enterprise rather than to remain ex­
clusive and aloof. He urged a generous 

emulation in the-arts of peace. He 
expressed sympathy with the free 
institutions of the British system of 
government, and called for an end to

of the racial jealousy and prejudice. | Wilfrid Laurier was in 1875 a moder-
His second speech, made shortly after ate protectionist. But he refused to 

.in the same session, argued against dual hold with the Conservatives’ espouse- 
representation. At that time repre-ment of a high protective tariff such 

sentatives of the provincial house as was in force in the United States, 
i were allowed to be elected and hold 
seats in the federal house. This system 
! was a few years afterwards abolished.

;Quebec led the people of Ontario and 
the English-speaking people of Quebec 
generally to take a prejudiced position 
on the subject, and Riel was hanged 
with the approval of the majority. At 
the same time it must not be thought 
that Laurier tried to influence the 
French vote and segregate it to his 
support along racial or religious lines. 
That was the line of action he endeav-

inhabitants of the country.
The speech, in the opinion of such 

an authority as Dr. Frechette, carried 
him at a bound to the distinction of

Leadership Forced Upon Him
by His Admiring Colleagues

the uplift of the
life in Quebec, died, and the paper 
became the property of the young 
idealist. Laurier accordingly re­
signed his law partnership, and re­
moved to the scene of his home for

being almost without a peer among
English-speaking debaters of the Do­
minion.

The debate waged bitterly without 
result in a decision during the session.

portance of its development to the rest 
of the Dominion. Under his adminis­
tration and the executive management 
of Hon. Clifford Sifton, minister of 
the interior, began a campaign of 
world-wide publicity as to the richness 
of the prairie empire awaiting agri­
culture. Canada was made known In 

the potential "bread basket 
The participation of 

the South African

In 1899 the South African war broke
out. Here, again, some confusion was 
encouraged by Sir Wilfrid’s opponents 
as to te Liberal premier’s attitude on 
this imperial question. Sir Wilfrid had 

all his life been a student of the Eng-

the next thirty years, Arthabaska- 
ville, where he opened an office for 
the practice of law and for the con- 
ductof his paper. Owing to the op­
position of the clergy to the liberal 
tone, of Le Defricheur, however.
to lack of capital to carry it over the 
period of depression Into which it had 
fallen previously, its publication had 
to he abandoned.

Arthabaskaville, situated in the 
eastern counties as it is, in the midst 
of a mixed English and French popu- 
Dation, and the judicial centre‘ 
district, was admirably chosen as the 
home of a man whose principles of 
racial unity in this country were to 
develop and dominate his life. The 
people of the countryside tributary to 
Arthabaskaville comprised English, j 
Scotch. Irish, French and Americans, 
the latter of whom had originally 
crossed the border as Empire Loyal-|

It was on the resignation of Mr. September 30. 1889, and addressed a
ored always to avoid. Sir John Mac -| 
donald commanded the support of bothpublic meeting in Horticultural Pavilion 

which was then the chief place of pub­
lic assembly in that city, and situated 
in grounds which have since been des­
ignated Allan Gardens. He gave a clear 
enunciation of the principles of provin-

In 1875 the contentions were com- Blake in 18S7 that Wilfrid Laurier was
promised by Riel’s banishment for five: 
years. Laurier again distinguished 
himself by a speech in which he con-[ 
tended earnestly for the principle of| 
Viewing public questions apart from the:

chosen as the leader of the party in 
the House. He refused to accept place 
over Sir Richard Cartwright, but was 

[prevailed upon to lead the Opposition 
I provisionally until the end of that ses- 
Ision. He conducted the Liberal side 
:with such success and dignity, how- 
|ever, that the party leaders would not 
|hear of his refusal to accept the rec- 
Iognized leadership. Among those most 
i insistent was Sir Richard Cartwright

French and Trish Catholics, and If 
there were Catholics, in the supporters 
of Wilfrid Laurier, and French-Cana- 
dians, there were Protestants and Eng­
lish-speaking supporters in equal num- 
ber, and it was as a Liberal, and a

lish Constitution and the growth of 
the. democratic system of self-govern­
ment. Admitting that the Canadian | Britain as 
people were intensely loyal to Great of the Empire. 
Britain and at one with her on all Canadian troops in, 
questions of foreign policy, it would war had already directed upon Canada 
nevertheless, he thought, have been a the favorable notice of the Engsn 
dangerous precedent to engage the mil- people, many of the more unletter it 

6 ’ whom had until that time not infre
quently confused Canada and the Unit- 
ed States as parts of America and a 
under the Stars and Stripes. An ag­
gressive campaign of education was 
undertaken, not only in the British 
Isles, but in Europe generally, and in 
the United States, especially in the 
states of the American northwest, 
where the climate and agricultural 

committally, and instantly the Opposi- conditions were similar to those to be 
met with in Western Canada. Ine suc­
cess of this polio was remarkable in 
its results almost from the lust, but 
when an exodus of American farmers 
to Canada became so great as to draw 

from American news-
were con-

prejudices of race and religion. The 
controversy, however, continued for 

1 two years further.
Tariff Issues Arise. SITE OF SIR WILFRID LAURIER'S BIRTH Canada in an Imperial war initia of

of the world withouta distant part
question or say into the circumstances 
of the declaration of war or control 
over the making peace. Under the 
statutes of the Dominion of Canada it 
is provided that the militia of Canada 
are to be used for the defence of Can­
ada ond. Sir Wilfrid, in the House of

%F
/

He held for a tariff sufficient to provide: 
the necessary revenues of the country, . Theral canens June 7 1887 and affording incidentally such measures of at the Liberal caucus June 7. 1887, and 
protection as would develop the infant | the nomination was unanimously rati- 
industries and the natural resources, fied.
The depressed market in the States | Laurier as Liberal Leader.

himself, who nominated him as leader

Commons, pointed out the facts noil -Entered Federal Parliament 1874.
In the year 1874 Laurier resigned his . c

seat in the legislature to enter the; The depressed market in the States, 
federal arena, being elected for Drum-at that period had made Canada ai One of the first questions that had 

39 gtta mtih the rat Libert had rate in A short interval from to be taken up after his assumption 
parliament in the history of the Do- I $217.000.000 to $172.000,000. Theoretically : of the Opposition leadership, was the 

and the last one for a period he believed in the principles of free proposed disallowance of the Jesuits’ 
until when he him- trade, but felt that Canada, as a youngestates bill This issue originated in country, was not vet strong enough to estates DIL.Inis issue orisinaied 

the Quebec Legislature, where a meas-

ists. In the one district was com-i 
bined all the chief elements of Can­
adian national life. It has been said 
that Sir Wilfrid Laurier particularly 
appreciated the Scotch character, and 
it is evident from the proportion of 
support he received during his career minion, 
from th.- Scotch Liberals throughout of eighteen years, 
the Dominion that the esteem must self, in the historic election of 1896, be- 

mu al F. r I ny years, can........ entier His first speech in the ! practice them. Protection, he said, was | 
however, as > lawyer, he had to House of Commons was delivered in the Price a young country must pay 
Indergo the auggles of poverty and French, when he seconded the address 

debt that & many another build- from the throne made by Lord Dufferin. 
lawyer by urienced in the build- March 30, 1874. Mr. Laurier, in his 
ing up of • profe esional practice ' speech. likened the French-Canadian In wirrld Lauriers at the age Liberals to the Liberal party in Eng- 
-tion that was to endureZoe Lafontaine, iMontre-of Madame for the 1emai n f his life. He saw in possil e in that e nd he Li 

has b en an the Can adian constitution the means of ! party were defeated at the polls.
aid and an encouragement to her dis- 
tinguished husband.

In 1871 Wilfrid Laurier was.
to the Legislature Of Quebec for the 
constituency of Drummond and 
Arthabaska. The Dominion of Canada 
was now an accomplished fact. Con­
federation having taken place in 1867. 
four years previous. His first oppon- 
ent for a seat in a legislative as- 

- asmbly was a Mr. E. J. Hemming, and

tion seized upon the speech to weave 
charges of Liberal disloyalty to the 
Empire and lack of sympathy with the
British cause on the Dart of the 
French-Canadian premier. Ten days 
later, however. Sir Wilfrid made his forth protests 
position plain when he introduced the papers, the British peopl 

iresolution to organize a. volunteer Can- -‘-----a,I’”* the1Canadian West wasvinced that thewaste it had for twonot the frozen 
centuries been

adian contingent. He asserted his prin- represented by the Holl­
and popular Brit-!ciples upon this subject in a very not­

able speech, disposing of the disloyalty son’s Bay Company be , the in 
cry and expounding the policy of send-ish misconception to b n the, imi- 
ing a volunteer contingent, a policy «ration policy of the Laurier. Sovern- 
which has been followed of recent ment lay the foundation of the modern 

Himes by the Conservative Administra- development of (anada which, ina 
109were fruitful fifteen years, saw the country 

opened up from coast to coast with 
new provinces, the birth of new cities, 
and the growth of old provincial towns 
in the east and frontier trading posts 
in the west into manufacturing cities 
and busy distributing centres. Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier’s fifteen years of power 
and administration will thus always he 41 - -------1 engulfing

ure had been introduced to reimburse 
the Jesuit Society for the confiscation 
of their estates after the abolition of 
the legal standing of that religious 
body. The money to be voted was to 
go to the Catholic universities of Que­
bec. There arose a demand in Protes­
tant Ontario for disallowance of this 
Quebec legislation by the Federal au­
thority as an unconstitutional act. Both 
the Government of the Dominion and 
the Opposition under Sir Wilfrid: 
Laurier, however, although both par­
ties were divided upon the question.|

for development. He opposed the idea
of tariff retaliation against the United
States. This policy, so early enunci­
ated. Sir Wilfrid held to consistently

tion when volunteer contingents 
enrolled in 1914 for the war in Europe.

through his parliamentary career, and 
leaders he had long held it was upon the reassertion of it. when 

a practical step in.that direction seemed Canada’s Wave of Prosperity.
Early in the first decade of the 1900’s 

began that great wave of prosperity 
and immigration which was given 
pause only at the outbreak of war In 
Europe in 1914. although it is probably 
true that a pause in the unprecedented

y-
His First Defeat.

On October 8, 1877, Wilfrid Laurier 
was appointed to a place in the cabinet 
of the Mackenzie Government, as minis­
ter of inland revenue, succeeding Mr. 
Cauchon, who was made lieutenant- 
governor of Manitoba in the by- 
election made necessary by his appoint- 
ment to office Laurier was defeated by 
29 votes, where he had previously on-

attaining all the reforms desired by 
French-Canadians and all the possibil-| 

elected ities of unity and justice for the com-| 
ponent parts of the young nation. He ■ 
held the Canadian constitution as

associated with the great 
wave of prosperity which 
country and which did 
make Canada a nation 
itself and faith in its own future, and 
to check the drift of her ambitious 

Continued on Pane Five.

expansion and development of this 
country was due to occur even had no 
war broken forth, after the abnormal 
years. Sir Wilfrid Laurier had always 
been one of those who held to a faith 
in the future of Western Canada and 
lu an unshakable belief in the im-

swept the
much tosuperior to that of the United States. 

I conceived in the spirit of liberty and
so
with pride in/ House and blacksmith shop now occupy ground of theequality though that constitution had 

been. He asse ted the enthusiastic 
loyalty of the p of his own’ 
affinity to the < federation, and de-

held out for the principle of provincial original Laurier home, removed more than forty years ago. 
ptporv nd I uriesfe orontojoyed „mai
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