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VIMY RIDGEENEMY FROM SLOPESCANADIANS CLEAR
illedHundredsPlant Razed 1InnitionsAmerican ■ V

ALONG LINETAKEN BY CANADIANS BRITISH DRIVEGERMAN PRISONERSCANADIANS CLEAR 
FOE’S TROOPS FROM 
BOTH SIDES OF VIMY 
Boys From the Dominion Foil Counter-Attack and Hold Solely

Ground Won Yesterday—Germans Reach the Support 
Trenches Near Ypres. But Are Promptly Ejected—9.000 
Prisoners and 40 Guns Taken Monday.

PRESSING HOME NEW OFFENSIVE; 
MUCH BOOTY CAPTURED TODAY 
a 1 1------ — Haig's Troops Are Smashing Enemys Line
I Hindenburg's Bastion Gone ._ From South of Cambrai to Lens-Record 

Barrage Fire Breaks Up Great Preparation 
By Germans For Counter-Attack Many

Hindenburg’s Bastion Gone 
By Canadians’ Victory

London, April 10 -one military critic, commenting on the present! 
a = ai h Ec ERE NDIR e 

ever else has been allowed to go, h fortification and defensive skill that 
and lavished upon it all the arts it hinges the whole strategy of the 
the war has taught him. Upon it vims firmly held, he can swing his 
enemy's rereat in the west each part of it reaches the position
line farther south slowly back un cover the French industrial
where he has a mind to stands much for supplies. But with Vimy 
districts upon which he depends hardly be maintained, the pivot

Pre W/nole retreat shirts and gives backward. and is in instant risk of

Officers Taken Prisoner.London April 10.—The British offensive betweenishs 
and St Quentin, with which the spring operations have 
been opened and which is still in progress, has proved 
even more successful than the earlier accounts indicated.

Gen. Sir Douglas Haig today reports that yesterday 
captures exceeded 9,000 men, while 40 guns fell into the 
hands of his troops.

SLOPES ARE CLEARED.
The Canadians, who had one of the haidest bits of the 

front to contend with, are now in complete occupation of 
the famous Vimy Ridge, even the eastern slopes of the 
ridge having been cleared of Germans. The Canadians 
also have repulsed German counter-attacks..

These reactions by the Germans indicate the import­
ance they attach to this position, whence the conquerors 
look down over the plain of Douai. With Vimy ridge, gone the whole German line covering the Fiench towns 
and industrial districts to the north becomes awavering 
one, and any leisurely retreat the Germans may have 
planned is made uncertain and precarious.
8 TIGHTENS THE CHAIN.

With the capture of the famous ridge the British 
made a considerable stride along the road to Douai, while 
the capture of the high ground northwest of St. Quentin 
tightens the chain which the Anglo-French forces are draw­
ing around that town..

A German diversion southeast of Ypres, according o 
Gen. Haig's report, met with no success.

The Germans succeeded in reaching British suppo 
trenches but were immediately ejected.

With the British Armies in France, April 1.0—Via. 
London 2 p.m.—(From a Staff Correspondent of the Asso- 

against the Germans today all along the line from a point 
south of Cambrai to the vicinity of Lens. So much booty 
was taken in the first rush of this new assault that it has 
not all been reported, but it is believed a large number of 
guns were captured. ___r
° SURPASS SOMME GAIN.

Yesterday s fighting and gains far surpassed the first 
days of the battle of the Somme last July. The Canadians today command the Vimy Ridge and are reported to be 
^ed^ty • theZeXn of chmbrai, and the fighting- 

there is intense.RECORD BARRAGE FIRE.
Clearing weather yesterday afternoon permitted the airplanes to detect German trains moving toward the rail 

airpl apparently for a counter-attack on Vimy Ridge. 
This fact was reported to the artillery, and all long range 

is for ten miles around were concentrated suddenly on 
the indicated point in what probably Stinted NW record for long-distance barrage fire with heavy 80n 
Thus the plans for a counter-attack were absolutely d " 
stroyed before the reserve troops could detrain.stroyea OFFENSIVE EXTENDING.

Correspondents at the front report the fighting: 
afe Erkauasiy axemans northward, there being 
offensive his morning in the direction of La Bassee. fighting his MANY OFFICERS TAKEN.

Some 150 officers are among the prisoners already 
taken these including five battalion commanders. Al 
though forty guns captured is the official count thus far, the number is expected to reach three figures, while quart 
titles of trench mortars, bomb throwers, machine guns and 
ammunition also have been captured. The Germans de. 
stroyed great quantities of supplies at the last minute, 

revue weather continues bitterly cold, with snow Our 
ries, but the British forces are clad in sheepskins and are 
being kept well fed. _________________ _____________

Advertiser Illustrations. _____________________________ __ __________————’—'

BRITISH SMASH MAY NET 
15,000 MEN ANO 100 GUNS;

“PUSH" NEAR LAST WORKS

fracture."

BIG DRIVE OPENSTHE WAR SITUATIO NEW CHAPTER IN 
WEST CAMPAIGN

As a result of the offensive be- 
cun yesterday along the line from Lens to Arras the British have cap­
tured and hold apparently firm, 
possession of Vimy Ridge,carried by the Canadians, and considered 
the pivot of the German retreat in 
Northern France.

The German lines along the 
Scarpe, northeast of Arras, have been penetrated as far as the town

British and Canadians Facing Final System of Defences 
Line »—Dominions Fighters Capture of Vimy Ridge Is of 

distance of 3243192- F Vital Importaance to 
British.

Before "Hindenburg
Go Into Battle Sin ging Ragtime. of Fampoux, a ’-----T P PACERT drivesin one of the most forceful drives :

of the war. ___ A
More than 9.000 Germans were 

taken prisoner in one day s fighting 
and forty guns captured is pro-

Further south the battle is P 
pressing favorably to theBritish, 
who have drawn closer to St. Quen- 
tin, taking commanding ground to 
the northwest. sectorNorth of the Lens-Arras sector 
the Germans made a drive on a 
narrow front, penetrating the Brit­
ish lines southeast of Ypres, but 
being immediately ejected in a 
counter-attack.

The French, for their part, are 
continuing to fight their way for­
ward northeast of Soissons, andre. 
port progress east of the lower 
Coucy forest. _______________  

GRAVE DANGER OF

[Special Cable to The Advertiser.]
By William Philip Simms, U. P. Staff Correspondent.

With the British Armies Afield. April 10. — There is 
every reason to believe by to night the great British smash 

! will have netted Field Marshal Haig 15.000 prisoners and be-

KEY TO THE GERMAN LINE
Success May Cause Germans 

to Retreat to Their 
Meuse Line.

tween 50 and 100 guns. .
The driving force of the great offensive was undimin- 

ished today, even with bitter onposition from the enemy.- 
While these figures are unofficial they 6 

are based on careful estimates and cal-| 

culation.

London, April 10.—The news of theI 
successful opening of the new British 
offensive lias stirred intense Interest 
and high hope among the people 
throughout the country. Whatever the 
enemy may have claimed as to the re-1 
treat in the Somme sector having been 
prearranged and strategical, it is con-: 
tended that their recoil before the blow 

1 delivered in the Arras-Lens region can- 
not be explained away in any such 
manner. It is urged that there is no

THE NIGHT FIGHTING

The announcement, which is timed Tie at sues northern end of Vimy

“Our troops advanced and seized the 0180 
defences north and south of 9,000 PRISONERS.

-The number of prisoners taken yesterday exceeds 9,000, and over gun 

have been captured. c Quentin the enemy has been driven from the Nie round between Be verier and Harkcourt- Fighting continues 
throughout the whole battlefront. made a strong attack last night

"After an intense bombardment the succeeded in reaching our support
on a narrow front southeast of ores a our trenches, leaving several dead." 
lines. He was immediately ejected 19 vu _________

HUNDREDS LOSE
Facing Last Defences.

To the south of Scarpe today the 
British and Canadians were facing the IFE BY RAZING A GERMAN THRUST

AT RUSS CAPITALGerman line, which islast system of the OF GREAT PLANT"Hinden-nearly opposite the famous possible voluntary element in this re- 
I tirement, and that there can be no dis-

I pute as to who took the initiative.
_. , Provisional Govt. Announces A New Chapter Opens.Munition Factory at Chester, Provisional Govt. 0 | A new chapter in the conflict on theMunition y Situation Is Serious.| western front has begun, and whether

___________________________ ior not it is to prove the beginning of aI 
decisive battle, it is bound, according to| 

Petrograd April 10—Via London.— 1 the prevalent opinion here, to lead to!
The Provisional Government has issued j a Teature of the battle thus far, on 
a lengthy proclamation directing at - which attention has been focused, is 
tention to the grave danger of a Ger. ; the capture of Vimy Ridge. The im-, 
man effort to deliver a decisive blow at ; mense value

I: 

i right to hide the truth The state is in 
danger and it is necessary, to employ 

our powers to save it. The old re- 
|game left Russia In a sadis disorganized 

RARCe Too SuPPW. transport and 
munitions.'

burg line."
From this point the fighting front 

runs by Feuchy, Chapelle to the east 
of Neuville, Vitasse and southwardly. 
All along in this section the troops are 
now attacking the Hindenburg de­
fences.

Troops Are Pleased. :
The fighting had not slackened in the| 

slightest degree today. The troops, 
are immensely pleased to be moving| 
again after the inaction of trench war-, 
fare. When the "push" started one| 
could hear thousands marching through 
the blackness of the night singing and 
joking. The Canadian divisions, be it 1 
known, stepped along to the lively| 
singing of Canadian songs and Amer-1 
can ragtime in midst of a howling snow-;

Pa., Destroyed by an 
Explosion.

GERMANS ADMIT LOSS
Berlin April 10—Via London, 4:50 p.m.—Regarding 

the heavy fighting on the western, front today he AY headquarters’ statement reports that the battle ne 

Arcibuernly resisting the superiority of the enemy, 
adds the statement, “two of our divisions suffered con- 

siderable l British, ' continues the statement, "succeeded 
In penetrating our positions on the roads radiating from 
Arras, but did not break through. British attack was on a front of 

The German statement announces ha exceedingly violent artillery fire.
20 kilometres, and was launched after penetrated beyond the third British line, 

southeast of Ypres, the Germans pent shelters, returning with fifty prison- says the headquarters report, and blew IDSLS
ers and seven machine guns and mine tihe artillery fire was very lively yester- Along the Aisne and near Rheums the 
day from noon on.

TH FRENCH MOVE AHEADBRAZIL BREAKSmain feature 
which attention has been

of Vimy Ridge. The im- 
mense value of this series of heights, 
which dominate the plain from an ele-| 
vation of 400 to 500 feet, has n 

|recognized throughout the war, and 
|great sacrifices have been regarded as 

justifiable It they resulted in its DOS

WOMAN AND GIRLS KILLED NORTH OF THE OISE 
DURING THE NIGHT

GERMAN GOVERNMENT
Loss of Life Is Reported To Be 

Very Heavy and May 
Total 300. London, April 10, 1:13 p.m. 

__ Diplomatic relations be­
tween Brazil and Germany 
have been broken off, accord­
ing to the Evening News.

session. GATAAfcImportance of Heights.
The French and Germans fought 

fiercely for control of the ridge in the summer of 1915, both sides suffering 
heavy losses, but in the end the Ger- 
manssheld the main portion of the posi- tion. Later the British took over he 
French line, and were ousted by the 
Germans from the part of the ridge 
which had been won by their prede ressors. One military critic, commenting 
on the present battle, thus describes 
the importance of Vimy Heights:

They are admittedly the bastion of 
the enemy’s western line. Whatever 
else has been allowed to go, he held 
Vimy Ridge with grim * 
lavished upon it all the 
cation and defensive, aleill

I has taught him. 1 
j whole strategy -

Enemy's Artillery at This Point 
Slackening Up.

storm.
Prisoners Cheerful.

Prisoners continued to pour back of 1 the lines today, most of them Wurttem- 
burgers Hamburgers and Bavarians.| 
They appeared quite cheerful, seemedI 
many officers among them seemed 
much relieved. ____________________|

Chester. Pa., April 10.—A terrific 
explosion at the great plant of the 
Eddystone Ammunition Corporation 
at Eddystone. Pa., a mile from this 
city, is reported to have killed from 
125 to 250 persons and injured at 
least 300 more. A railroad official 
asserts that nearly 300 were killed, 
but this estimate cannot be con­
firmed.

KILLED BY TRAIN.
North Bay, Ont., April 10—Charles 

Calvin the 10-year-old son of M. J. Gal- 
Gal of this town, while playing with ,, 
number of other boys on the C.
tracks last evening was run over by a 
freight train. Both legs were amputated. 
The lad has since died from his injurie».

Paris, April 10.—A further advance 
was made south of the Oise by the 
I French last night, the war office an­
nounces. The statement follows:

; "North of the Oise the enemy's artil- 
lery showed less activity than on preced- 
ing days. Patrol encounters and riue

Rio de Janeiro, April 10.— 
Switzerland will take charge

SH BAGGING U-BOATSBR
BRITISH CASUALTIES LIGHT.| 

With the British Armies in France. 
With Ivia London.—The British I 

rescue 

coveringMost of the casualties are 
sHeht wounds.■ who are walking back to the 
hospital stations from the forward hosting front give glowing accounts of 

ow the Germans are being done 
everywhere. After being bandaged hur- 
riediv in the forward dressing posts, the 
redly 111 1 +: ino or sing-wounded men return, whistling oi E 
ing. in high spirits.

Fun at the «Cages."
The crowded cages for prisoners at 
sand divisional headquarters have 

corns a source or greatest interest to 
the Tommies who arc awaiting their 
urn at the front They gather about 

the outer circle of barbed wire and con- 
verse with Germans who arc able to 
speak English. Even in this third year ■ 
of the war waiters from London hotels 
who are captured anxiously inquire how 
things arc going there, and if the 
zeppelins left any visible signs of the 
city. Loud laughter rings about the; 
cages at some of these questions, and 
rhe replies of the Tommies cause laugh- 
ter in turn within the cages. The pris- oners toss out water bottles which the 
British refill and fling back. There is 
also a lively exchange of souvenirs.

atresolve, and of Brazilian interests 
arts in fortifi-1 Berlin

-skill that the war Deri 
„Upon it hinges the 
of the enemy's retreat t 

in the west. With Vimy firmly held, 
he can swing his line farther south 
slowly hack, until each part of t| 
reaches the position where he has a 
mind to stand. and he can cover the 
French industrial districts upon which 
he depends so much for supplies. But 

e c nto for maternent 
gives backward, and is in instant risk 
of fracture.” Immense Issues.

firing in the first lines occurred.
"South of the Oise we made progress 

east of the lower forest of Coucy. The 
artillery lighting was rather heavy in 

the region northeast of Soissons, and 
• especially severe in the sector of Laf 
faux. Southeast of Rheims we repulsed, 

a. surprise attack against one of our 
trenches north of Sillery. Fighting with 
grenades occurred in the Champagne, 
west of Maisons-de-Champagne."

Chester. Pa., April 10.—An explosion
i occurred in the Aetna plant of
I munition works at Eddystone, near 

here Many persons are reported to 
have been injured, and doctors were 

: rushed from this city and surrounding 
|towns to the scene of the accident.

Two Explosions.
: There were two explosions shortly ; 
I after 10 o'clock, and in about ten mini-| 

utes a third explosion occurred, heavier| 
than either of the two preceding blasts. 
One building near the Delaware River 
front of -he plant caught fire and was 
still burning at 11:15 a.m.

The Chester Times reports that fifty 
persons were killed and many injured. Physicians are flocking to the scene.

The president of the Baldwin Loco 
Imotive Works denies stories of death

FALL FROM CLOUDS 
CAUSE OF HIS DEATHAT RATE OF ONE PER DAY: 

TWENTY-THREE ONE WEEK

J. H. BROWN DEAD
[Special to The Advertiser.

Winnipeg. Man.. April 10. 
Brown deputy registrar of land titles • 
aged 37, one of th. best-known citizens 
Of Winnipeg, died suddenly today from 

The body will be sent

H.

LOCAL TEMPERATURES.
Following were the highest and lowest

to

'temperatures recorded in London during 
the 24 hours previous to 8 o’clock last 
night: Highest, 31: lowest, 20.

The official temperatures for the 12 
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were: 
Highest, 33; lowest. 20.____

THE WEATHER
Submarine Chasers Sinking M ost of the Submarines With 

Bombs--Air planes and Armed Mer-
The issues depending upon British 

ability to hold the ridge are therefore, 
Immense At the moment there is 

E DC en. Suthe lathelie 
still fiercely continuing, and there is 
little disposition here to indulge in con-| 
fident predictions. Nevertheless, the 
opinion is expressed that if the Germans 
are definitely driven from the ridge 
without hope of reattacking, they are 
likely enough to be compelled to ack 
nowledge defeat, and retire to what is 
naled the Meuse line, running from

1Verdun through Mezieres, Maubeuge
Iand Lille....|Fight on Wide Front.

65 TOMORROW—FAIR AND MILDER.
Toronto. April 10—8 a.m. 

Forecasts.Explosive -c
chantmen Also A ccount For Some. ?and injury. , ,,Heavy Loss of Life.

The greatest confusion prevails,and 
no one is allowed to approach the plant no which the explosion occurred. The 
trolley line to Eddystone is not 

------ 

the last figures given writhe bodies. 
Chester morgue is filled the sidewalk 
and they are piled upon the 
outside the building.,. in which 

it is stated the building used for 
the explosion occurred was the The 
making time fuses for shrapn young 
workers were mostly women an .
girls._____ __

ON RUSSIAN ORDERS.

New York, April: 10—In for Mid- was received at the offices of the that 
vale Steel Company in this he powder 
the explosions occurred iin th Ammuni-

: department of the Eddystone 
I tion Company. nitioa Com- The Eddystone Ammunitio an in- 

pany is understood here to is engaged depengcattuca an Page three:

Today—Fine.. 
Wednesday — Southeasterly winds;

fair and a little milder.
Temperatures.

The following were the highest and 
lowest temperatures during the 21 hours 

° a.m. today:
High. Low.

....50 38
50 30

....52 34
20
14 
21
20 
18

CANADA WILL BE 
PROUD. MONARCH

TELLS GEN. HAIG
London, April 10—2:55 p.m. 

King George sent the following 
message today to Field Marshal 
Sir Douglas Haig, commander of 
the British armies on the western

“The whole Empire will rejoice 
at the news of yesterday's suc­
cessful operations. Canada will 
be proud that the taking of the 
coveted Vimy Ridge has fallen to 
the lot of her troops. I heartily 
congratulate you and all who 
taken part in this splendid 
achievement."

New Methods Used.
British naval officers assert their 

methods in fighting the submarine 
are being improved constantly. The 
small motorboat, known as the 
"submarine chaser," following in 
the wake of destroyers dragging 
cables or chains between them, has 
sunk most of the U-boats with a 
new explosive bomb, effective with­
in a circumference of 200 yards. 
Airplanes are used also while the 
practice of equipping merchant 
ships with guns forward, as well 
as aft. has caused the destruction 
of several U-boats.

British officers say the Germans 
profess to be turning out a sub­

April 10.—The NewNew York,
morning publishes previous to 8 

Stations.
Victoria........
Calgary........
Winnipeg ...
Port Arthur.

;Parry Sound.
Toronto........
Ottawa........
Montreal ....

York Times this 
the following:

Weather. 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Fair 
Clear| 
Clear 
Clear I 
Fair 
Cloudy 1 
Fair 
Snow :

The British have been destroying 
U-boats at the average rate of one 
a day since February 1, and latterly 
at an even higher rate according 
to information brought to New 
York yesterday by persons return­
ing from Europe, who said they had 
the authority of naval officers and 
officials high in the admiralty for। 
the figures. In the month follow­
ing the declaration of unrestricted 
submarine warfare British ships, 
sank thirty-two submarines. Since 
then, it is said, the average num-

32 
.30

In the meantime the fighting goes on 
over a front of about fifty miles, roughly 
from Lens to St. Quentin, the core of 
attack being around and north ot Arras, wucucy ......

far as information goes, everything Father Point.... 28 
I is going well for the British and justi- weather Notes.
Ifies their sanguine hopes, but the com-1 The disturbance which was 

ments today generally include a warn- middle Atlantic coast yesterday has 1ing not to allow these hopes to run too middle into the Maritime Provinces. 
Ihigh. The enemy is known to have anevenpanled by gales with snow and 

reserves at hand, and an iron accompanie
i compulsion binds him to make every ram weather continues very cold 
'effort to avoid defeat. The papers throughout Ontario and Quebec, but in 

warn the country that it should await t Western provinces there has been the event in a spirit of sober expects- ,th change to somewhat milder condi­
tion. and that it is not the time for|Cionsens 
exuberant boasting.

30
28 10

18Quebec.

off the

MARTIAL LAW PROCLAIMED 
BY GOVT. OF GUATEMALA

Advertiser Illustrations.
LIEUT. HAROLD TALBOT, BA 

son of Postmaster John Talbot of Tots chester. who died as result of injuries 
received at Camp Bordent.

Guatemala City, Guatemala April 9.— 
Martial law has been declared in Guat- 
rmala. The action was taken on inform- 
action of disturbances along the Mexi- 
.an and Salvadorean frontiers, supposed 
to have been created with German 
assistance ---

been be- marine a day, but they do not see 
with the . how submarines, manned by com­

petent crews can be sent to sea at 
this rate.

ber destroyed a week has 
tween seven and fifteen.
number running as high 
three in the week.

as twenty-
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