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of the French. They were ihrewd enough to know that if the Eng^
hsh were entirely triumphant with, or without, their aid the result
would be equally dangerous to their own power. In 1685. during La
Barre's incapable rule, and as a result of his foolish strategy, they at
one time had the French colonies at the mercy of a united attack.
Yet they seem to have deliberately refrained. Again, during the
European War of the Spanish Succession the English and Indian
allies appeared once more to have the game in their hands when the
Iroquois held back at a vital moment, and failure followed.

THE ENGLISH COLONISTS AND THE INDIAN
Thus the Struggle went on and spread its complex course over

the greater part of the continent. In the history of Canada the
Indians continued to take an important but very varied part up to
the War of 1812. From the days of Frontenac they fought on
one side or the other, on behalf of the English or the French
Broadly speaking the Iroquois stood by the former through thick and
thin, while the bulk of the other tribes supported the authorities at
Quebec. In Washington's expedition against Fort Duquesne, in
Braddock's defeat and in Johnson's attack upon Crown Point, in the
campaign of Montcalm against Fort William Henry, they tn-^k an
important and characteristic part. In Acadie. during the mucationa
of French and English struggle, they were never numerous enough
to hold any considerable place as combatants, but in cutting off
isolated settlers from time to time were quite sufficiently successful.
During the middle of the eighteenth century, when Halifax had just
been founded and the English were trying to conciliate the French
inhabitants, the Mic-macs of Nova Scotia-as Acadie was now
called-fell largely under the malignant influence of a priest named
Le Loutre. He was a merciless and tireless supporter of the French
regime at Quebec, honest with the flame of a fierce and cruel patriotism
but devoid of any real spirit of Christianity and honour. Under his


