
Chriiiiamty and Agnoiticism.

dfcyi frtsay amonc men knew bnt littlo of
»»"" CM'Mter and be»rd only %. f,.« ©f Hi*
word*. Thmwu «»! of other orerlrntml*.
plainer and more striking, to 'apport the
claim, which Je«u> made. We nerd them
ftot The miraolee of Chriit were like the
wile of the church that ring before the
•errice beginn and call men by their moaic
U> come and worship, fiat the belle ceaae
When the congregation ha« wmembled, and
tlie act of worehip commenc*^. And mi we
•ey that it »a« to he expected tbataeiipei-
natural revelation, brought by a doner-
katunl teacher, should, in the ab-ence
Of all earthly power and greatneo*.

.

_,«e<»»np»nied hj supernatural
"Igni^toatteet the truth of the n>e«eenger
•nd of the meeeage ^edMivered unto men.
11 then, miraoleM are not only po^nible, bnt
probable, the only remalnlnfi que-tion for
ne to a»k l», have we any ratiffhctory evi-
deuce thit they have occurred T I have
•werted, an J I think xkL without cauoe,
ttat the Reaurrectiod of Seeun Chrint is,
Metorically, a inO!«t cerUin ftkJt. Thin
Keenrrection wan itself a miracle, ahd If
lee can accept this a- true, it were utterly
Illogical for us to dIobeJieve the other mif-
*ole« which our Saviou r worked. Be who
*»"'?>«'•• Himself from th- dead could
•nrely will thr tempest, feed the hungry,
fcod hei the sick. But lest, by saying this,
we should we should appear to be shirk-
•Bg inquiry into the marvels of Christ as
rtported In the gospels, let us see what
eyidence there is in their favor. Tou will

LT^i.^' *]f^'/ ?° "*•' """^ hate not, alleg-
ea tfeeee ihiricles in proof of the divine
niiM.oB of Jesus I^ fie #ronght miiacle^

i, J! **'!•»•') *en they were credeniialaW Hii mission to those irho witnessed

k !"• ^uw®"'
'*** "• *»»^ have

hot thb siroe evidential power
Wcimse of the lap^e oi time and theHoiig
•od complicated chain of evidence necei^
Mir to etiublish their bocdrreute. To us
the long toea Of ChriaUan history are the
btMentTalaofHi* mia*lb»). these con-

.k^u^l'/ii^ »»»• faiiricles)thit Jesua #ai
the Christ"

.First, I wonM have yon bear in mind
tbM the miracles of Chriat, like the other
witnemea We have called^ are well autben-
tioated flMta, for they were worked in pub-
lic, in the meaence of men, before Hia foes
to well as Hi* fKenda. Tbey were not
oone m a oorner- in the eight of a fe#
eiioaea follo#ere, who were ready to ac-

•j^pt unyihing bnt in the fall light of

1^ 'ritey are fiwts, forth, y aft related by
ihe wriiers of the four Oo-p-ls, in two ofwh ch, e\cn that learned Piench in8del,
Kenan, adinitn we have the personal re-'
iiiinisoences of eye witnesses. Artd it iit

iniporiant for u-« to remember, in theae
davs when we hear so mnuh about the
value of testimony, that once evidence is
written down it is not atre<:ied bv the
Wpse <tf time, but is Just as conolnsive
.iKiusaiidx of year-4 afterwards as It wis in
the days when it wa« first promnlgaied.
They are facts, fhr they w^re proclaimed

far and wide at the time and in the coun-
try where they were alleged to have be»n
»Of«»a.»n«» could easily hive been con-
tradicted and disproved. They are Auita
which Hi" hiscipleri b.-lieved in, and wLo
were Ko likely to know as they T
iThey are facts, for even Hi« enemies ad-

mitted their reality. The Jews did ntit
deny them, but said Ee did then bt
Satanic influence. The liealben bpponen&
of the ChriM, while they maintained that
they were worked bv magic poWer, n#yer
thought of iloubtinK the veracity of tho^e
#bo related them. In the Rabbinical
whiings It is implieil that Jesus of Nata
reth did many mi^hiy wok-, while Celsa«
the heathen acknowledge* thit Jesus
Irrought miracl«'8.

Secondly, the mira< lea of Christ a^ to
be expected. They were the natiiral ac-
companiments of His misKion of love; -
the embodiment of Hia cbaracti>r and
wort, in harmony with all else <fre are tOld
of Him. The^ w^ire perfectly natural and
ordinary in Him, they were Bis powers or
fitculttes. His capacities, ja«t is 4ight
and speech are oiirs. The healing of
the sick, giving sight tb th« Wind,
the raising of the dead—thing* eliitrfcl*
beyond the reach af our powers, yet Is*
entirely within ihe bompa-s of dnf L0rd4
capacities, and Wert in auoordanc* with tbi
laws ol^-His naturit. They wei^ jn«t bhcH
iota *8 might be expected of Hite, like tbfc
kind deeds of the #eltlthv, or the fiood
idvice of the wiae.

Thirdly, the miiicles rif Chriat an
oaique. No other rellgiori %«ii Ibv^t
foundfd upoh miriclee, ita ihib Cbrieti-
ani^. Mahomet diicUimed thfc pow^
of workihg mir»<S»ie, Und W hJ^ iij «a
«her filse Migion^, mlriolte iM oiiit
•orked m the preiienoe df tho^ mA
minda hkira beim |»epared Had trMMd to


