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Images"? Is it rrcail>lo that Babylon—the onemy of

j,,;,,^|„ni-Ishc)-^.'^lf ivaily the spiritual Jerusalem^- the

l^^l^. ^-ify
"_*. the place wirich [he Lord hath ( '.losca " M

the'.rntrc .f His Church on c.r'Ju? that whih^ the mystical

,unnr Is suggestive of Idolatn,, the i>!„<c itseU should be tha

swrcc and scat of frMO C/nLsianiir'j ?

ihit there is one important chciunstance. which destroys,

at once, both these intcrprclations of the luophecy. AVo

fuid that Babylon is nn-tlcally described as " th.' Great

ilmlntr and her sin ! that of spiritual fornuatum with

ihc kln-s and iuhabltan: s of the curtu ( llcv. %vii. 1,13).

Now thiols an emblem v.-hieh i^ frecpiently e, .ployed in

th- 'Vid Testament, to denote, not the sin of /'-/-./» I'M-

air,,, but tV.c coynq>t;cm of t:.: tr,:e nJi^lo^K and the intro-

duction of idolatrous practices, lu'.o the vi^.
.

Church of

rjod amou- die JeM-h people; nnd therc.ore, avUcu it i»

e.mploval in the Xcw T.^stamcut, it must relate to a corrcs-

ponding siu in the visible eh:.l~Uan Church. " l^al)ylon

therefore, mean^ not only a e;/f/. 1-tit a prolessmg (-A«/tA,

or reli-ious system, and Bome rsthe head of that Church;

and e.-..sc'qucntly it cannot roilr to Rome P./ -^/«, either

,,,s^ or M::rr, but to Kome 7V;..'/, or a corrupt Christiaoi

'church ; VN-lnle the "many waters "' on which she sits : :o

explalnrd as denoting - peoples and multltuc.es, and na-,

,.i.vis ^-1 tongues" (llev. xvih lo), or the puueipal

kin-donis of modern Europe, whick have subnutted to.

the'Vap-v. Again, we find that l^^abylon is described as.

a «n-.cc«/;-/;-powei—"I saw tho woman drunken with,

the Hood ofilu SalHts, and with the blood of the martyrs

of Jesus" (Rev. xvii. G). " And in her was Ibund the

hluad of rrojd^cts, and of Saints, and of all that were slaia

upon the earth " (Rev. xviii. ^ It is this which ex-

nlaias the eircumstauce of St.. John '• wondering with
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