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^'4 THK PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT.

regard ngtho Spmt, and receives him into his heart, knftyields to h.8 holy suggestion., in conformity with th^Word, has in his own heart the earnest of the Spirit b\rwhom he IS sealed till the day of redemption, and 4 thu^

Go^Wri'/"^' 'Tf't' ^"^' ^'-^onstrLd to he one
"?

Gods children. And thus the believer has not only tlr6witness 01 theSpint in his own sou), but he himselfbeJomS

mnT.M . M^ 'r; "^i
""''^^y ^'y ^^'^ testimony of his

cTu^ch r h*"
•'^'' '^''' '^' ®P^"^ '^ '"^J«^<^ i« tlfe

wl^pf ''';"^'',f^"'^''>^'"^^' «»^ comforting tb6people of God, and inakmg them meet to be .ome part«iieraof the inheritance of the shifts in light.

in tK° r\^ ^'r'^"?
""^ """^ ^^ ^^^ P^'"^^''« ^>^ the Godhead,n the Church, whose special oftice it 'is to watch ov§r

IniHh? '
^''.''''''^ it. bouud^rie.s and promote ite

«v dll /'f
1'"'^' 7' ^"'" ^"" ^^ ^^^ '"^^«* touchingCMdences of the condescension, and love of God, whicfimay wel draw forth our liveliest admiration, and most fer-

whtlfn " '"'"* ^^''^' ^"^^ one of the strongest guarantees

wIL^ ' to prevail against it. But let irie 'ndt b^^isteken here. By the church, I do not mfean -rfny pai^-

iiS! K
^''"''^^'^"'^^^^^"Selical Christian., but theinvi^-

^J^'church, coniposed of all true believers, to whatever oift-Wd organizationthey may belong. Th^s is-thfe tnie 'church,the general assembly and cli'urch of the first-born who aV^
written i" beaveh In thischurcb the Spirit is, and evi-f
will be, till the kingdom -of grace is nrerged 'into (be•kingdom of glory. And hi^re he is ernp-Ioved in enliijhten.
ing counsel ,ng, comforting, khd s^nceifying {he people ot
*Go(l, and fitting them to be instrurfients 'fc,r carVying dn
Christ s work ,n the wo.M, and enabling them to d6
greater worb, than any wl,?ch Jesus bim^elf perfornied
;on earth He raised dead bodies, 'it is true, to naturi/l
life whilst on earth; but his di ciples, throu^'h the pov^er
;of he Si)irit dwelling in them, are enabled to rai^e dcrf^IioW.to spmtual life. Jesus no doubt al.o quickened

„..„.,. „„,j^-,, „^ «(.jounied on eartn, Lut his Kuccm
hn the conversion of souls wa« comparalively limited,
'becttu.-e the nSpini was not «ent forth till Je«us w as .^lonfied'


