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ed in my text. Now, faith the Lord, turn ye C'ven to

me with all your heart, and wiih fajiing, and with weep-

ing, and with mourning ; and rend your hearts, and not

your garments, to turn to the Lord u ith all the heart

implies a reparation from all idols, a renunciation of

every fin, and fincerity in oppofition to all hypocriti-

cal fervice. Many in the time of trouble will difcox er

fome marks of humility and concern ; they may be

anxious that God would remove their afilidiojis : but

their hearts may be unafFeded ; they may ftill cleave

• to their idols. And while their hearts are unbroken

for fin, the great purpofe for which afflictipns are fent

is not anfwered. Though fuch people may faft and

pray, they are neither penitent nor humble. Hence

God addrefles them in this manner : When ye come to

appear before me, who hath required this at your hands,

to tread my courts ? Bring no more vain oblations ; incenje

is an abomination unto me ; when ye fpread forth your

hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when ye make

many prayers, I will not, hear. Wajh you, make you clean,

put away the evil of your doings from bcfire mine eyes ;

ceafe to do evil, learn to do welL Now inftead of offering

to God mere lip fervice, we muft return to him with

all our hearts. We muft be filled with felf abafe-

ment and felf abhorrence, with godly forrow and un-

feigned contrition ; our hearts muft be broken off

from fin. With unfeigned fubmiflion to the righ-

teoufnefs of God, we muft earncftly fupplicate the par-

don of our fins and the fins of this nation. This

fliould be accompanied with fafting, and other tokens

of humiliation. To abftain from food, fo far as health

and circumftances will allow, is a fuitable acknow-

ledgement that we have forfeited our moft common
mercies ; it is fome proof alfo that we are fo deeply

engaged in our religious fervices, that we cannot fuf-

ter the leaft interruption, not fo much as to eat and to

drink. In this way we ought to fubmit to the chaf-

tifemcnt of a righteous Providence, and to crucify the

£e£h with it« alSdlons and lufts.


