
«» A HISTORF OF THB

Though, considered as a whole, the Journal of
Bishop Asbury is somewhat dry and monotonous, on
account of its diurnal details of incidents of a private
character

; yet the historian of Methodism will find
It a rich depository of important facts, illustrative of
the rise and progress of the work of God in this coun-
tey

;
and he will be both delighted and astonished at

the immense labors and no httle sufferings which
this man of God performed and endured in this holy
cause. With a view to do justice to his character,
I have made Bishop Asbury the principal hero of whe
narrative, borrowing freely from his journals whatever
might tend to throw light upon the subject, and to
present fairly and fully the active part which he tookm the erection of this spiritual building. He was
the father of Methodism in this country, and, as such,
deserves a conspicuous place in that temple which
his own hands contributed so effectually to erect, that
Ins sons in the gospel and successors in the ministry
may look to him as an exemplar for their imitation,
and be stimulated and strengthened in their work.

As to Lee's History, though it might have been
more amplified in some particulars, and less minute
in others, yet I consider it the most important narra-
tove we have of early Methodism in these United
States, and a most valuable text-book for the future
historian. Next to Bishop Asbury, Mr. Lee travelled
the most extensively through the country, and took
an active and important part in the various transac
toons of the church, both in the Annual and General
Conferences, as well as in the fieW of itinerancy,
being a preacher of most indefatigable industry and
steady perseverance. And, what enabled him to state


