
TIIK SCIKNCK m- KDICATION

llir (lonti Xrirs fniiii lllinil In M.r hhiiIiI lie parliculiirly

iiilcri'nliti;; t(i liovs, while 'I'hf ItitiiiniKe of a Sinin's .\esl

woiilil 1k' (if ^Ti'iitor intiTcst to (.-iris. A» to mcnml
<iiiiii(itics, Ihivs lire iisimlly wuiicrior in iIkwi' fields wlioro

li>«iciil rcnsdriin;.' is (IctimmliMl, while ;;irls iisuiillv siir|iass

Ikivs ill those lields iiiMilvii:;; pencplixe powers and verbal

iiieiiiory. For instance, hoys suc<'ec'l hetler in mat hematics,

Kcieiice, and tlie relli'clive phases ofhistorv; jjirls suciced

lii'tter ill sp<'lliii(.', in hnnniiiiizin^' colours in ar* work, in

clistin).'iiishiiij; fine shades of meaniii); in laii^riiiiKe, unci in

metnoriziiijr poetry. The averajje intellectual ahility of

encli w;x is nearly tlic same, but lioya deviate from the

averape more than p'rls. Tims while t!ie most brilliant

imjiils are likely to be boys, tlie dullest are also likely to be
iKiys. It is a scientific fact that tliere are more individuals

of po'ispicuously clever mind, but also more of weak
intclle 't, nmons men than there are among women.

A Caution.—While it has been stated that the teaclier

should take notice of individual differences in his pupils,

it may lie advisable also to warn the stuilent-teaeher

against any extravagant temh'iiey in the direction of such

a study. A teacher is occasionally met who seems to act

on the assumption that his eliicf function is not to educate

but to study ehihlren. Too much of his time may there-

fore }ie spent in the conducting of experiments and the

making of observations to that end. Wliile the data thu.s

secured may he of some value, it must not be foif,'otten

tliat control of the subject-matter of education and of the

method of presenting that subject-matter to the normal
cliild, togetlier with an earnest, enthusiastic, and sym-
pathetic manner, are the prime qualifications of the teacher

as an instructor.


