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Ihrougli tlie curlier stajfes of our own laiifninffc. For
fixanipln, we find nn explanation of the use of the apos-
trophe and .1 as a sipi of possession, hy tracing it haik
to the early English use of /•^• as a sign of the genitive
case. This type of explanatory grammar is called

iliSTORirAL grammar. Again, we may find nn explanation
for the grammatieal facts foiind_in our language hy com-
paring them with similar facta in another language to
which our own is related ; as when we are ahle to explain
a fact in English grammar by comparing it with a similar
fact in the Dutch or the Ocrman language. For example,
hy noting the use of m as a dative sign in ficrman pro-
nouns, we understand more fully the nature of such pro-
noun forms as him., them, and whom.. Because the forms
of kindred languages are here compared, this phase of ex-

planatory grammar is nsually called roMr.<nATiVE
grammar.

Note.—The teacher may also find It useful at times to
refer to known dialectic forms for purposes of explanation.
For example, in teaching the forms it and his, as Inflected
forms of the same word, being originally hit. Ma. It would
be well to call attention to any tendencies the pupils may
have noted among their acquaintances to drop ft In a similar
way at the beginning of words or to retain the old form,
" hit " for " It ".
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IN* liRLATIOX TO SPEECH

Although grammar is the science whicli treats of the
general laws and principles which underlie the structure
of sentences, it does not necessarily have n direct inflnence

upon spoken, language . The mother-tongue is acquired

chiefly through imitation nrior to its fnrmal stiulv in the

scliool. Thus some mastery of the vernacular language


