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EPILOGUE.

At first the revolt of the Gallic legions onder Vindex did

not seem very serious. Csesar was only in his thirty-first

year, and no one was bold enough to hope that the world

could be freed so soon from the nightimre which was stifling

it. Men remembered that revolts had occurred more than

onje among the legions, — they had occurred ia previous

reigns, — revolts, however, which passed without involving

a change of government; as during the reign of Tiberius,

Drusus put down the revolt of the Panuonian legions.

" Who," said people, " can take the government after Nero,

since all the descendants of the divine Augustus have per-

ished ? " Others, looking at the Colossus, imagined him a

Hercules, and thought that no force could break such power.

There were those even who since he went to Achaja were

sorry for him, because Helius and Polythetes, to whom he

left the government of Rome and Italy, governed more
murderously than he had.

No one was sure of lite or property. Law ceased to pro-

tect. Human dignity and virtue bad perished, family bonds

existed no longer, and degraded hearts did not even dare to

admit hope. From Greece came accounts of the incompara-

ble triumphs of Cajsar, of the thousands of crowns which he

had won, the thousands of competitors whom he had van-

quished. The world seemed to be one orgy of buffoonery

and blood ; but at the same time the opinion was fixed that

\irtue and deeds of dignity had ceased, that the time of

dancing and music, of profligacy, of blood, had come, and
that life must flow on for the future in that way. Ca'sar

himself, to whom rebellion opened the road to new rob-

beries, was not concerned much about the revolt of the

legions and Vindex ; he even expressed his delight on that

subject frequently. He did not wish to leave Achica even

;

and only wlien Kelius informed him tliat further delay might

cause the loss of dominion did he move to Naples.

There he played and sang, neglecting news of events of

growing danger. In vain did Tigellinus explain to him that


