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P{ei;aii and Australasian trado. (Loud cheers.) By the exertions of
the present Administration we have managed during the Iai»t year, by
a judicious exhibition of what Canadian industry can do under a re-
venue iariff, to show to the people of Australasia that we can
make better agriciJtural implements, carriageii^ edge tools, and other
r rticles, and build better iships than they can ; and within the first six

months eiiier the Ej^ibitidn cloeie'd We had! exported nearly half a mil-
lion doilars wortlji of our products to that region. (Cheers.)
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But these gentlemen want ut tb use all those ships ourselves ; they
insist on us, as Canadians, consuming all that Canadians make ; they
will not allow us to sell unless we pan find a nation so foolish as to
buy our goods #n our terms and ^ell theirs on otlr terms also. Now,
Sir, ypu cannot possibly buy just as yoii please and sell as you please.

The map who trades must .
sell, l>efore he can buy. Look at the fully

of the United States in this' respect. There are three articles, and
only three, I think, that their iari^ absolutely prohibits the importa-
tion of, and they are spurious coin, obscenia prints, and ships. (Loud
laughter.) They class them tog^th^r'as th^ three artides which they
will not allow op any account to come pto the couritry. All those-

who have been in the Vnited States know that a great deal of spurious
coin is imported, nevertheless, and :4any indecent prints, but they
don't seem to think very much about it. But froin the time that that

country adopted its present navigation laws there has never been a
ship imported into the United States. The]^ passed these laws nearly
one hundred years qgo, when th^used tp weai* the old slouched hats
and small knee-breeches of the ruritanijll a,nd they seem to have for-

gotten that the world has progressed since that time. And what is the
result of )heir foolish policy 1 At thfi present moment there are leaving

the ports of the United States for Europe nearly ] 50 steamships laden
with the produce of the country, and every one of them but four are

sailing under forei^ flags., (Hear, hear.) Kow, it is not that the
Americans are deficient in mecnanical effort or skill. As a people they
are able to make as good ships as the British are. The best proof of
that is given in the fact that before England repealed her Navigation
Laws, when they were pursuing the old and restrictive system as well

as the United States, the latter were then on equal terms with Britain,

and were fast gaining on the tJnited Kingdom shipping. I do not
know the precise: difference between them, but my impression—speak-
ing from recollection— is that at the time these Lav73 were repealed the
United States were not more than from half a million to a million tons
behind the entire tonnage of the British merchant navy. To-dav Great
Britain has over eight millions tops of shipping, and the United States

have no more than they had twenty years ago,—(hear^ hear),—and
Canada, with four millions of people, and with a seaboard that may be
said to be confined to Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brimswick, and
Prince Edward Island, is fast overhauling the United states, and il

they persist in maintaining theiip re[strictiye system it will undoubtedly
be the case that Canada—small in papulation and weak in developed
resources as she is— will succeed in doing so. (Cheers.)
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, I am quite sure of one thin^ an^d I believe you are too ; and that

is that our friends the Conservative leaders do not mean what their

k

V


