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have the effect of clearing the atmosphere and im-

proving the weather under a free Constitution. You
will agree with me after having attended to the fol-

lowing narrative of recent events.

Sir Charles Da^ot's determination to admit the

French Canadians to a share in the government of

their country, produced an Administration enjoying

the confidence of a very large majority of the people

of United Canada ; a majority which at the opening

of the Session of Parliament just closed was repre-

sented by more than 60 of the 84 members com-
posing the Assembly. Lord GnEY's administration

in 1833 was hardly so strong as respects the consti-

tuencies, whilst the cordial adoption of Sir Charles
Bagot's policy by Sir Charles Metcalfe gave

a degree of security to the Lafontaine—Baldwin
Ministry on the side of the Crown, which Lord
Grey never enjoyed after 1832. Most people

said of this Provincial Administration, " How strong

it is !"
: only a few expressed some vague fear of its

being in dangar, by asking whether it was not a little

too strong. Such was the as])ect of our politics

when the late Session cnemmericed. The Opposi-

tion in the Assembly, numbering hardly 20 votes,

were manifestly without a policy either for the

country or for themselves as a party : their utmost

efforts were confined to a muttered repetition of old

stories about disaffection and loyalty : and the Go-
vernment introduced a T^rjts of legislative measures,

with every prospect vc'. Slaving its own way with

resp?ct to iliemj and indeed with respect to every
thing besideb'.


