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fation ngrjnft him, but liis frlciuls (lill fouml means to pofl-

pone the tliicafion, ami to atljoiirn the dccilion. Latterly,

the petitions contained a double obje<Sl, that of the depo-

i:Uon of the Kin<^, joined to the impeachment cf La Fayette,

and thev became daily more numerous and more forcible.

Tlie King, alarmed at the one which he knew was to be
prelented in the name of the City of Paris, feized the pre-

text ot the rediculoufly infoletit nranifefio of the Duke of
Jirunlwick, to write to the Aflembly with frclh protcftations

of his xcal and attachment to the conftitution. But the

manifcfto of the Duke, and the letter of the King were
treated by the public with equal contempt. He had now to-

tally forfeited the confidence of the people, and repentance,

even if ihicerc, was now too late.

Immediately after the reading of his letter to the Aflem-
bly, Petion appeared at the bar, and prefented a ilrong and
energetic petition in the name of the Commune (the City) of

Paris, which had been adopted by 47 out of the 48 fe^iions

of Paris, and hi moft part of them, imanimoufiy. After

tracing the repeated trcal'ons of the cliief of the executive

j)owers, and the too great indulgence of the nation, they

folicited the depolirion of the King, and the convocation of
the Primary Alfemblies to ertablilh a national convention

which fljould regulate the future form of government.

Thefe they confidered as the only meafures capable of faving

the country. Their petition was feconded by equally ftrong

ones f/om the Federates, in the name of their brethren of
the Departments, and from the 5^7;^?^ Cuhites, in their own
names., who, moreover dem.anded the abolition of the unjuft

diRinction?^ of ailive and p.dlixe citizens. Still the tottering

Monarch continued daily to infult the nation with fome new
neb of treachery. The Federates who were appointed to

form the camp of .SoilU)Us, had found it unprovided with

neceilhrlcs, and no ofHccrs appointed to inlhnii^t them.. Se-
veral of the petty German Princes, of whofe friendfliip the

King had before aiPurcd the AlTembly, now openly fliewed

their hofrile intentions.—^Thc Affembly had ordered the

IVIinifter at War to remove from Paris the two batallions of
the Regimt-nt 01 Swifs Guards, which were in garrifon there,

^pd were known to be devoted to the fervice of the court;

The Art. V. fedlion i, chapter 3, of the Conftitution declares

f.x^orefsly, that the executive power cannot retain any troops
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