
can be irriagliited'fbr \eKtclr it moilld be prefcr<r

red to common vdflels of conimoii clay. ^" /

The fate of Prints and Coins is equally in-

explicable. Some Prints are treafureid up as m--

cftimably valuable, becaufe the impreffion was

made before the Plate was iiniftied. Of Coins

th^ price rifes not from the purity of the metal,/

the excellence of the workmanihip, the de*
gance of the legend, or the chronological ufe,

A piece, of which neither the infcription can

be read, nor the fsCce diftinguifhed, if there re-

main of it but enough to Ihew that it is rare,

wiil be fought by contending nations, and dig-

nify the treafury in which it fliall be (hown.

Whether this curlofity, fo barren of im-

mediate advantage, and fo liable to deprava!-

tion, does morp harm or good, is not eafily

decided. Its harm is apparent at the firft view.

It fills the mind with trifling ambition -, fixes

the attention upon things which have feldom

any tendency towards virtue or wifdom ; em-

ploys in idle enquiries the time that is given fof

better purpofes ; and often ends in mean and

dilhonefl practices, when defire increafes by

indulgence beyond the power of honefl grati-

£cation» These


