
which he recor We have abundant proofs that England anxiousily desires to settle the controrersy

egotiation. Her saffacious statesmen know tliat, if any thing can give us the whole of

ision forpivinff tlnC"*^^"" territory, it will be time, and the operation of that "American multiplication

i''i- be aliaiidoncd ,)/' so delicately referred to in this debate. England understands her interest too
mil hoiiorundniut not to desire a peaceful and curly settlement of the difficulty. That she does not

re to go ti) war with us is abundantly proven by her own conduct, and by the argu-

led upon to givfMi "f genllemen in this debate, wlio have lahired to magnify the reasons and causes

ermine correcrth''^ make it almost fatal to her to do so. And I apprehend that he who seeks to find

subject all of tlii^^ '**' ^'''^ extraordinary display of that spirit of bullying and of gasconading de-

otice is nothinc'* ^^'''^'' ''•''^ characterised ibis debate, equalling any thing Miat Mexico ever achiev-

» which are pal-Jy^'*^^
'"'^^ ^^ S'oiy, cannot do better than to refer it to the profound conviction which

tice to the otherV"*^'^ entertain that England, by reason of causes having their existence in her

lent, by passin<'ji''*^'>''^'^''''^' cannot be provoked at the present time to go to war with the United

;s, this (Tovern-^*
Mdent, when lic*^ i^ ^^ certain that a peaceful settlement of the difficulty is desired by all who have

>roper to make'!" *^'^ ^^''^ **"^.i^^*^ Gentlemen scout the idea of a partition of the territory. Hav-
! national rights'V^^'^'^*^ tiiemselves that our title to the tvhole territory is clear and unquestionable,

cannot be aban-' Msume that any settlement of the question which surrenders a portion of the ter-

?M to admit ol"X ^° England amounts to a disgraceful purchase of peace by giving away Ameri-

is a peace mea-T^*'' ^"If^^s they are prepared to give England some valuable equivalent for her

tion of negotia-"^" '" ^'^'^^ territory, it is preposterous to expect such a settlement of the controversy

fficulties which^y propose, by any other mode than that of conquest by war. I do no ' lieve

tio can say that H^^^ nation ought to go to war to maintain such a claim to the wh- ^e of Oregti;. I

m of this reso-'*"^"^'""^^y believe that gentlemen who contend for the position to which I Snvi re-

'~ England ne-'^' ground their opinions upon the resolution of the Baltimi re Convention and the

to? To this '©iT'^l of the President, rather than upon ihe facts and arguments of .\t case. I

ive agreed that'*^ believe that this nation has a clenr and unquestionable title to the whole of Ore-

terminate the' ^ ^'^ ^'^^' ^" believe, I would be /.lUing to wage war to make good that title. I

find you must H ""^^ ^''^P ^^ inquire how long, how disastrous, or terrible the struggle might be, I

forcibly ; and, ^^ go for such a war rather than purchase dishonorable peace by yielding up terri-

the end of a ^'I'icb was "clearly and unquestionably ours." But we have no such clear title,

compromises *lnii"istration of Mr. Monroe, of Mr. Adams, and of Mr. Polk, have proposed to par-

belief that she ^:^^^^ territory by making the 49th degree of north latitude the boundary between

nt ? In what 'f^ nations west of the Kocky mountains.

such conclu" '^^ ^'^a\e thus, by solemn acts of our own Government, admitted that England has

"ace ? Is the ^ '" ^^^^ territory as well as ourselves. We are committed to the principle of

ons and mo- Pfomise by a partition of the territory. Shall we be justified in this enlightened

are so pow- ^"'^ before the nations of the earth, and more especially by our own countrymen and

and dishonor ^'^ consciences, in going to war for a territory in regard to which we have placed

ih England 4^'es in this attitude?

it. Chairman, I am endeavoring to convince this committee that there is no neces-

.f0r this noil?e, as a means of facihtating a peaceful adjustment of our difficulties

I England in relation to the controversy about the territory of Oregon. With a
r to this aim, let me inquire whether there is anything in the recent advices from

laifld to induce the belief that the Government of England is not disposed to adjust

cfntroversy peacefully and liberally ? I maintain that there is nothing in those

368 to justify such a conclusion. The newspapers of England reveal to us the

that the conduct of the Executive administration of our Government in relation to

fon has excited feelings of animosity and resentment in that kingdom, which, un-

oidinary circumstances, would have displayed itself in a most imposing form. But
teveal to us also the additional fact that the people of England found their resent-

h England, t about Oregon more than neutralized by that portion of the message which advises

the accom- $!f^^^ ^^ abandon that system of policy which has built up manufacturing eslablish-

te negotia- % ^^ ^^^^ country, which have, to a considerable extent, driven English manufao-

^ut of the American market, and which have entered into successful competitioa

into terms ?

mean, base,

Tovernment,
le high and
tion ? Is it

le American
Executive

justmentof
the nation

ned by the

that if this


