
xu. Eastern Boundary Question. 1885

With rofi;ar(l to tliis ([uestioii and answer it is to be i-(Miiarkwl tliat tlic lioundary of Canada
licrc rcft'iTcd to is determined l)y tlie limits of Rupert's Land, under the ehaiter of ("hailes II.

Question 71H.— ^'ir Georyt^ Simj)son, (Jovernor of tlu; Hudson's Uay Company for 37

years, is asked :

—

" How would you describe the limits of Rupert's Land to the west?"

Answer.— " Tlie Rocky Mountains to the west."

(Question TJiT.— " I (Mr. (iladstone) think you have spoken of Rupert's Land as ineluditi;;,

" fiom west to east, the whole country beginning from the Rocky Mountains and tnoving
" eastward '/"

" Yes, to the shores of the bay [;. c, Hudson's Bay.]"

T.'iS. -" l)o you understand that to have beini the orifjinal signification of the term
" Rupert's Land, dating from tln^ jieriofl of the uharterT

"Yes ; that it includes the land on all waters falling into Hudson '.s Hay. They form the
" boundary of the tei'i'itory."

7'M). "There is a refereiic" in the charter to the fall of the water, is there?"
•'

I cannot call that positively to min<l ; that is the impression on my mind."

740. -" It is dilliiult, I suppose, for you to state what you would take as the northern
" boundary ?"

"The northei'n boundary of Rupert's Land I call the Methy Portag<' and I^ake, dividing

"(lie waters that fall into the Arctic Sea. There is a height of land at the Metliy Portage."

(.i)uestion 'IHHI. (Sir John Richardson, C. It., is asked :

— "Thenthei'e has been no mine
" o|)eMi'<l on the Hudson's I'.ay territory?"

Answer.- " N<it that 1 know of. The water-shed into Hudson's Ray, I sujipose, divides
" the two Oovernments. The water-shed into Lake Superior belongs to Canada, and the
" water-shed in Hudson's Bay to tlu^ IhuLson's Hay territory."

<^)uesti(in III")*). Tlie Hon. Mr. |)ra])er. Chief Justice of the (jourt of Common Pleas of

Upper Canada, de])utcd by tlie Canadian (Jovei-nment to attend the Committee in Canadian
interests, is asked ;

"Taking the points in the oi'der in which you have mentioned them ; first of all with
" regai'd to the <|uestion of the limits of the Province of Canada, arc there any statements
" which you wish to lay befoi'c the ('onnnittce on that head ?"

Answer. - "
I should say with regard to that point tliat the view which is taken, be it

"sound or unsound, is this; At |>i'esent it is under.stood by us" [/. c, in Canada | "that th(!

" Hudson's liay Couipany claims as a legal right all the land whicli is di'ained by any streams,
" no matter how remote their sources may be, which How into the Hudson's Bay Straits or
" Hudson's liay. We consider that as an ill-founded claim" [i. e., as it atl'ects the Canadian
boundai-y].

(AiMiexure7| See Parlianii!iit)iry Paper 224-260 of 1S.57, appendix f), enclosure memo-
randum.

Question 4130 [by Sir John Pakington]- " We see on that map" [plans referred to in

the lvept)rt Parliamentary Pajier 224-2()U of isr)7 - Annexure 7] "a district close to the line

"of boundary between the United States and the British teri-itory f)f very considerable extent,
" marked pink. I ap]iri'liend that that is so marked ])ink becaus<- it does not come witliin the

"di'tinition ;)f Rupert's Land, as described by the waters whicli fall into Hudson's Bay. Is

" not that so V
Answer—" I su[)pos(^ it to be so."

It is to be here noted that the map alluded to [Airowsmith's] shows a water-slied boundary
to Kujiert's Land, as in the map [Annexure 7| attached to Parliamentary Paper r)42 of 1 HnO

;

and of these majjs .Mr. Hicliaitl King says, in reply to rpu'stion 50 1 1 :
-"

I hold in my hand
" one of Arrowsmith's very best and ri'cent maj)S, he being the great authority upon that

"country" [/. «, British North.-west America].

(.Question r)833. —The Right Honourable I'ldward Ellice, M. P., connected with the Cana-
dian fur trade ai'd Hudson's Bay Company since 1.803, was iisked ;

—

"Have you ever considered the ipiestion of a boundary between your territory and
" Canaila?"

Answer --" Yes ; i liave considered it very much. Until you ha\i! some decision of a
" court of law against it, you must take the words of the charter."

"Taking the grant in connection with the \arious occasions on whii^h the Legislature and
" the Ciovernuieiit of this country have been cautious to save th(^ rights of the Hudson's Bay
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