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who won A Rtniinch Riipporter of th«

Finance Mitiintflr. He fuiind that iron

paid H (Inty of I ^ por wnt. ; RpikcH,
jj
of

a c«int i»er pound and 10 |H»r cent, ml
valorem ; ItrHNHwoik, 30 p«r cent.

;

plumliei'n' Htting<4 tor thn ouliinH, 30 |M-r

cent. ; wire rigging, 20 \wv c»»nt. ; cord-

age, 10 |N>r cent. ; cottonH for HuiU, R

per cent. ; hardware, 30 por c«mi*. Mh
hogany and cedar wood, only required in

the oabinH, were admitted free, Init tliiH

wan the revision of tlie tariff in the in-

tereat of the furnitnie manufacturer.

They were alHo allowed to import rock

gait frani Tiirk's iHland for the purpose

of sealing their vohh<'Is. The Riiiphuilder

had to pay 20 per cent, duty on |>itch

pine imported, an<l, as these large s')i|»s

took a long time to huild, the result was

that even aRsuniing the drawback,

the interest on his ca[iital would be

Vt^ry much indeed.

Ai I. TILLEY said pitch pine wasfroe.

It had been omitted from t.ie free list,

but it had been rectified in this respect

the other night.

Mr. WELDON said his impression

was that pitch pine was taxed, and it

was quite clear the collector at St. John
had construsd the tariff as he (Mr. Wel-
don) had, but he spoke subject to correc-

tion. Ilia impression had been that

there was a duty of 20 ]>er cent, on it

when brought from Savannah in a hewn
or partly manufactured stat^?. Then, be-

aideii all these duties the materials had to

be purchased, and the result would be

that shipbuilders would have to carry

more capiul to enable them to meet these

additional expenses. The shipbuihUng

interest also stood in another position.

He would take only the 1,000 ton

ships built at St. John, N.B., principally

of pi'ch pine and oak, the cost of build-

ing and making ready for sea wa.s about

$40 a ton, which would make the cost

of the ships, in labour and materials,

$10,000 ; and as labour and n):ti:«)rials

bore about the same proportion, the cost

of each would be $20,000. It had been

stated that the poor man's wages would
bo increased, but he (Mr. Weldon) did

not think that was a necessary result of

this policy ; and. at any rate, supposing

they were increased, it would take the

whole of the increase of remuneration to

meet the increased cost of living. If

the value of labour were not increased,

this achlitionul expense of the neceHsaricH

of life munt be borne by the poor

labourers, but assuming the additional

co*t of living would lie ten |)er cent., as

stated by his hon. friend the mtudivr for

Queen'R, the other night, it woult', on a

ship Hiich as he had been Rpeaking of,

cauxe an extia cost of $2,000, which
woidd, by no menuR, be returned to the

shipbuilder. Besides the drawback, there

would be this additional $2,000,
at a time when their shipping was
in a most depresNed state, when
the ships in the harbour of St.

John were not getting remunerative
prices for the carriage ol deals etc.,

acrosi> ^*» Atlantic. Those slii|is were
owned y their i)eoi)lo, and he wo\ild

ask wliether the increased price of

Ik' our VMS goin'' lo enhance ono shil-

ig per ton *1.« value of these ships f

This t'^'ifl would prevent American
sliipp fi n going into St. John for re-

pair.-*, and in that way thcr merchants,

nianiilacturrrs and labourers wo\dd lose

the benefit derived from repairing those

aliips. There was aaulher 'nid very im-

portant feature in reg rd to Hie ship-

ping interest that would be disadvan-

tageously affected. Shipowners con-

sidered the cheapness of a port a very

important featiir« in the employment of

vessels. He had known many ports

where the prices were so high thnt many
ships would not go there. There were
neces.sary expenses connected with the

loading and unloading of veswels. Then
there were very often expense-* which
resulted from storms ; a vessel might
lose her sniln, or her yards might be car-

ried away, and other damage done, and
even if she escaped without injury,

ordinary wear and tear would necessitate

her replacing articles at some port. He
ventured to state that 25 per cent, of

the disbui-sements expended by the ves-

sels loading at St. John was incurred in

repairing or remedying of sails, rigging,

etc. Under this new tariff, St. John, in-

tead of beint: a favoured port for repairs,

Wo lid b"i sliimned. The hon. member
for Queen's (Mr. King) had shown that

the lumber aiivl farming interests suffered

under this tariff, and the hon. member
for Shelburne (Mr. Robertson) had
spoken in regard to the fisheries, and he
(Mr. Weldon) thought he had shown

I


