
So saying, he ngaiii lient his liou-, Imt on tliu prt'sfnt occasion

looked witli attention to his weapon, and dianged tlie striii;^', which lie

thoufflit was no lonjjer trulv round, havinif l)een a Httlc fravod l)v the

two former j.hots. He tlien took liis aim witli some dthljcration, and

the multitude awaited the event in breathless silence. The archer vin-

dicated their ojjinion of his skill; his arrow split the willow rod against

which it was aimed! A jiihilee of acclamations followed; and even

I'rince .loliii in admiration of l.ocksley's skill, lost for an instant his

dislike to his person.

"These twenty nohles," he said, "which, with the hugie, thou hast

fairly won. ai'e thine own; we will make them fifty if thou wilt take

i'very and service v. ith us as a yeoman of our body-guard, and be near

to our person. l"or never did so strong a hand bend a bow, or so true

an eye direct a shaft."

"Pardon me. noble Prince," said Locksley ; "but I have vowed,

that if I ev;r took service it sliould be with your royal brother. King
Richard. These twenty nobles I leave to Hubert, who has this day
drawn as brave a bow as his grandsire did at Hastings. Had his

modest v not refused the trial, he would have hit the wand as well

a> I."

Hubert shook bis inad as he received with reluctance the bounty

of the stranger; and T.ocksley, anxious to escape further observation,

mixed w.th the cr(»wd. and was seen no more. Sir Walter Scott.
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