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Shame, yes, shame, on tlie defamcrs of S. Augustin whm the name of that m.hlesthearteil of men, in the name
that hiaven-liijjh an<l heaven hmacl soul—<lare to justi
the hell-voniitcd .itroritics of the /,ir/iirr of heretics; the t(
tiirmK fKK)t .ind the thiinih-screw, th<- rack and the wheel, t
stake the lianKiriK and the div mlxiwellinK and the drawii
and the (|narterm(,' "f the poor dehided vxtims of misbch
or unbelief.

(,5Xo| The kdlmjj of lieretics in the name of religici
a more o<lious form of murder than even the killing of t
incurables in the name of lunuanity.

Mahom.t's "Fl«>lieve or die" was not the doctrine tnu-
less th<- pr.icticc, of the saints: tlu-v loved "vehemcntl
vehcment<r," not only the household of the F.iith, but all tho
outside of It. X.iy. their < \avding grent kindness went o
to the brute cr<ation itself Listen to S. Chrysoston
"Sunt enim sancloriiui anima- veheiiienl«T amantes, n'on solu
erga domc^ticos sed ,ili,-iios. it,i nt iianc suam inansiutudine
etiam ad animantia I'nd.i <\l<nd,int. Proptrrea et sapici
quispiam dixit

: Justus niiseretur animaruin jumentorur
iiuilto iii.igis houiiaiiui" S. Chrys. in lip. ad Roiii. ca|). I

sernio 21 u cire.i lineiir.

Even in dealing with the "ferocious" Donatists, S. A
guslin "cont<nd<(l ag,iin>t tin- penalty of death, u-htch to,
away irom llic coiiditniitil the mcji'is- of repentance" 'Flat
fel<l : Life, etc., p. 136).

A-, w<' have seen already, .S. Augustin most heroical!
notified the ci\il authorities that -rather than consent to tl

death of heretics- he iiiniself would gladly accept inevitab
death from the-c, by nmaining at their nie'rcv and fcegoir
the prritrctinn of the law.
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.As regiird- the pri secutinn and coercion of heretii

otherwise guilty of no ntminal oihnsr. Augustin remaine
to th<' last its most fnrui'dable r^jiponent. lie writes: "Oi
must never conslrahi any one to eome back to the unit
of Jesus Christ, and no arms should be eniploved other tli.i

di'cou "s and reasons, for fear of making falW- Catholics c

tho-L i.in we know now as (hrl.ired heretics" fEp. Q^V
'i lx>g of you ,-ill wlio are in the Chiircli to t.ike care not 1

insu!t these wIk, are not in it. Ratlu-r ask God that the
may enter."

He wrote to the Manichcans: "Let those Ix: s<'ve;-e wit
you who do not know with what labor trutii is disrovcrei
arid how hardly one escapes error Those may treat yn
with rigor who do not know witii what sighs and groans or
comes to understand God ever so little" 'Contra, ep. Manich

"We have in view, and w< wi-h finlv for what is goo(
the ,c;eiitleness whicii makes the word of "truth loved" ^1 ettt
Ii3^_
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"Xothing," says .S. Justin martyr, "not/iing is more cot.

trary to Religion than coercion" '\.\'^.


