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A ONARLED. AND KNOIIED HICKORY.

-leaf off. Other buds have large
leaf-like scales, as the horse-chest-
nut. The bud scales are often lined
with a soft wool, or the buds rnay
be covered with a substance like
varnish, to keep out dampness.
Buds have many enemiez, as want
of nourishrnent, insects, severe and
early frosts. When a tree makes
what is known as a definite a-nal
growth, on the new shoots buds
forin and ripen for the next season.
Trees that make an indefinite an-
nual growth, as ail rounded and'
spreading top trees, depend on buds,
and the trunk is, broken up into
branches, wlich in the sarne way
divide and sub-divide into innumer-
able sinaller branches.

The Oalcs.

There is a great variety of these
the most valuable of our forest
trees-over seventy species ini ail.

The oak is the embodiment of
strength, dignity and grandeur.
When enough room is given to let it
follow its own bent it is inost rnajesr,
tic. No other tree has sucli gna-rled,
twisted, crooked, and knotted
branches, or displays such irregular-
ities and contortions. Its angular-
itýy of branching, its inllexibility of
spray and its great size cornpared
with its height, ail proclaim its
Power to -resiat, storms. Hence it is
the monarch of trees, surpassing al
others in dignity and nobienesa. The
foliage of the oak rnay readily be
distinguished, at all seamons. It
cornes out in the spring ini neatly
p]aited folds; at fir8t having a ail-
very lustre iutershaded. with pu-rple,
crirnson, *and lilac. When fully
developed the leaves are deeply àcol-
loped, of fine texture and glossy
upon the upper surface. Qaks sel-
dom grow as densely as pines, and.
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