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A LESSON OF THE SEASON,

¥ Tho present senson of large crops of coarse
& craios, with a considerable quantity of stuff
¥ which it will bardly pay to ship out of the
country, again poiuts farmers a lesson which if
they are wise they will take advantage of.
There are many avenues of profit open to our
farmors in-which they could diroct their atten.
K tion to the very bLest advantage. Timo after
b time cxpericace has shown openiogs for the
@ profitable diversification of the interests of the
& farmors, but these have bLecn largely dis.
regarded. Many farmors have confined their
cfforts to growing grain, and have neglected
these exccllent onportunities of improving their
condition.
To-day there is probably no more inviting
field for Manitoba farmers than that of raising
hogs. On several occasions during recent years
Tur ConmmeReias. has endeavored to bring this
B matter before tho people. Now circumstances
i havo arison which will force the matter upon
the attention of our farmers, though too lute
to take full advantage of the present situation.
There is an immenss quantity of coarse grain
in the country, as well as alot of damaged
stufl, which is only useful for feeding. Some
of this it will hardly pay to ship, but it could
be fed at home and return a handsome profit,
if we had the animals here to consume it. Un.
fortunately the country is almost bare of hogs
and the opportunity is largely lost for the
present.
As to the profit in raising hogs, there can be
no difference of opinion. Agricultural journals
E refer to this as a very profitable {adustry, and
E an Oatario journal recently claiined that rais-
f ing hogs is tho most profitable branch farmers
b in‘that province can engage in. If profitable
there, it would certainly be equally profitable
hero. The return is rapid and the profi¢ large.
t A six months’ old po:ker, weolghing 150 pounds,
would at the present time be worth $10 live in
E the Winnipeg inatket. About 75 per cent. or
more of this would be clear profit. The present
. value is abuormally high, but even at a couple
of cents per pound less, the profit would be
f equal to 50 per cent. or more.
In & country where coarse grain yields so
E heavily and can be so cheaply grown, it is a
§ shame that we should be obliged to import our
hog producis. The present season pork has
brought fancy prices in this market, and the
f supply is hardly equal to locul reuirements for
¢ consumption fresh. All cured hog productsare
§ imported from tho States, or hrought in from
the Kast. The cost to the consumers of
E Western Canada of imported hog products, in-
. cluding freigut and duties, is probably not less
R than $2,000,000 per annum. This should all
[ be produced at howe. Manitoba is paying
F duties bota ways Ly exportiog stuff which
t should be consumed at home, and ijwmporting
¢ stuff which should be produced at home. We
: ship barley and potatoes to the United States,
f upon which we are obliged to pay the duty
goiog iate that oountry, Then we import

bacon, hams, lard, ete., from the United States,
upon which we are obliged to ‘pay our own
customs tax of thrco conts per pound. On
accouat of the smallness of our market, and the
largeocss of the market to which we ship and
in which wo purchase, we are obliged to pay
the dutics both ways on exports as well as im-
ports. Tho common sense way would be to
use our barloy and potatoes at houmo. By
following this plan we would save the duties
both ways, as well as thu freight charges both
ways. \Vhen we ship potatoes to St. Paul the
growor hero pays freight and duties to get
them to that markot. When we buy bacon in
Chicago, the consumer here pays freight and
duties to bhring them to this market. The
smaller markot is thus forced to pay tributo to
the larger. Besides saving freight and duties,
a profitable, industry would be established in
the country. Furmers would make a much
larger profit by raising hogs cnough to supply
the home market than they canby selling their
coarso grain.

It is a mattor for surprise that Manitoba
farmers have so uneglected this profitable
industry. Hog products to supply the homo
market could be produced at home, without
interfering with grain crops to any extent.
The packing and curing of the preduct would
provide a further profitable industry at home.
The raising of hogs is within the reach of any
farmer. The outlay is small, return quick and
the profit large. It would appear from the way
in which this aod other interests have heen
neglected, that Manitoba farmers do not make
the best of their opportunities by a long ways.
The neglect of tbe industry in question shows
this very plainly. :

EGaS,

In view of the high duty placed upon eggs by
the recent tariff bill adopted in the United
States, it is worth while taking a glance at the
egg trade. The exportation of eggs to the
United States is one of the most important
itemsin our trade with that country. The
total value of aggs cxportel from this country
for the year 1889 was $2,159,510. Oaly eight
articles of export exceeded in value that of
eggs. Of our total export of eggs last year,
all but about $3,000 worth went to the United
States, and only $18 worth were reported as
Laving been sent to Great Britain. This shows
that our ogg exports have heretofore found
& market in the United States for practically
the entire quantity. )

Eggs were formerly freo of duty in the
United States, but the new tariff places a duty
of five cents per dozen on them. This isa pro-
hibitory duty and it mesns that Canada will
have to find a new markot for this articiv; or
failivg this we will be obliged to kill off
our heuns and lose this valuable item in our
trade.

An attempt has been made already to ship
e3gs to Great Britain, with a view to finding a
market there for our surplus quantity, and it is
said that the shipmenta have turned out satis-
fuctorily. These light shipments, however, will
not aettle the question as to the.yalue of British
markets for our egg toade, and the matter will

vemain in doubt until next season, The imma.

diate offect of tho now tarifl on eggs going into
the United States will not bo known untll next
spring. The Canadian ogg trado is over for
this year.  All availuble stocks were hastily
shipped over the boruer to the United Statces
befero the new tariff came into force, and we
will not have any considerable surplus again
until next spring. Then tho value of the
British warkots for this commodity will be
thoroughly tested. With a fast steamship
sorvice, it may be possible to lay our cggs down
in British markets in good condition, but it
hardly seems probable that the trade will be as
valuable as it was with the convenient markets
previously onjoyed in the United States,
Fagland imports vast quautities of eggs, im-
ports lust year of this article being placed at
1,000,000,000 cgys, and these came wostly from
France and Ireland. The Koglish market is
doubtless large cnough to take our surplus, and
the only question will be to get them there in a
fresh state. In cool weather in the fall this
may not be difficult, but in the warm spring
and summer weather it may be different.

It is not probable that the higher dutics wil)
advance the price of eggs in tho United States
materially, as the quantity imported by the
republic is simall in comparison with the home
production. Less than 200,000,000 ogys are
imported, while from six co nine billion are
produced at home. The shutting off of the
Canadian supply will therefore not effect prices,
and a little cxtension of the home praduction
will make up for the quantity formerly import-
ed. The tendency of prices for eggs in the
United States is downward, prices having
declined during the past five years from an
average of 21 cents per dozen, to an average of
14 cents per dozen. 7The imposition of the high
duty it is likely will not do moro than stop
for a timo the dowoward tendency in prices.
While the new tariff puts a duty on eggs,
formerly .-ee, it lowers the duty on live
poultry from ten cents per pound to three cents,
and on dressed poultry from ten cents to five
cents,

Exports of eggs from Canada are altogether
from the eastern provinces, In the west the
opposite is the case. Manitoba and British
Columbia both import large quantities of eggs,
from the states to the south. In British Col-
umbia especially imports of eggs are large.
Manitoba for some years pearly supplied the
home market with eggs produced at home, but
it bus been a peculiarity of the present season
that the production of eggs in this province
has dropped away to a surprising extent. For
the past few years imports of eggs into Mani-
itoba were only necessary during a short time
about the close of the winter season. This year
reccipts of country eggs in the Winnipeg mar-
ket, for sgome unaccountable reason, have fallen
away to such au oxtent that the market has
bcen mainly supplied ever since last spring by
imports from Minnesota.

Eggs come into Canada free of duty. It is
reported from Montreal that a movement
is on foot there to induce the government
to place a duty on eggs coming into this
country. This would mean an additional tax.
upon consumers of this article in the west,
while it would be a very doubtful benefit to the
producers of eggs in eastern Canada, The



