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The Art of Sorting Lumboeor.

Peuple unacquainted with the Jumber business usually think
that it is the handling of a coarse, bulky commodity, that re-
quires little knowledge of details, or skill in management.
It is the common notion that any man can be a lumbertnan
after a short experience.  Surely the buying and selling of
boards, scantling, timbers, shingles and lath must be a simple
and casy matter.  Such a business, in the common view, has
no comparison, in detail and minuti, to the dry goods, grocery
or hardware trade.  This opinion may have some application
to the Lusiness of a small retail yard, at a railway station in
a farming district, in which hall a million feet of common
Tunber would be a large stock, aad the list of sorts would not
comprise more than a dozen  Bul when we come to one of
the great wholesale yards, such as are to be found in this city,
and other leading markets, the common notion is wide of the
correctone. A wholesale yard has come to be the depository
af @ vast list of articles of wood, in which is embraced coarse
and manufactured lumber, from a stick of 12x12 to a picket
with an ornamental head on it, or a shingle with a hexagonal
bott.  If a yard price list that Jics under the eye of the writer
were to he thrust into the visual range of a dry goods merchant,
he would be astonished at the multiplicity of articles named
therein, and the wide divergence of value attached to them.
He would make up his mind that a novice would have to re-
ceive a long and painstaking tuition before he could engage
successfully in such a business.

Jet us take a glance at the list in question. It embraces
nearly 60 different classes of rough and dressed ** woad goads,™
as the English say. Included in this classification are fully
900 different grades, sizes or styles of mrnufacture.  In white,
or solt pine flooring, there are 41 grades or items, with asmany
different prices.  There are 13 grades of Norway flooring 5 71
of hardwood flooring, including maple, red oak, white oak,
walnut, cherry, ash and southern pine.  Ship lap has a list of
22 items, There are patent sheathing and lath, soft amd Nor-
way pine partition, Geruan siding, o. g. drop siding, soft pine
ceiling, Norway ceiling, wainscoting, corrugated ceiling and
well tubing, each with from one to twenty grades, sizes or de-

scriptions.  There are a dozen different makes of ¢ fence rails”
—not the kind that Indiana and Ohio farmets use, that are
spiit ou, o logs, but fancy rails, that are priced at $10 to $40
a thousand, .casured in lumber feet.  There is a class of lum-
ber denomina'od *saps,” which comprises seven items; a
style of lumber tnat is much csteemed at the east because it is
clear and cheap, and just as good as any when inside and
covered with paint.  Stock boards, 10 and 12-iach, have 36
items on the list.  Finishing lumber «nd thick uppers include
nearly a hundred itemns.  Panel stock has 20 grades ; rough
pine strips, 34 ; Norway, 12 ; pickets and palings, 16 sizes and
grades; short lumber, rough, 42; car builders’ stock, 32.
Then, there are common and cull boards, Norway boards, com
mon and cull fencing, and Norway fencing ; mill culls, rough
maple strips, timber, joists and scantling, cach class with a
numerous fist.  There is beveled corn cribbing, bridging and
furring which the novice should know is not stuff with shich to
build bridges, or anything that pertains o teitrics taken {rom
the backs of animals, but simply little sticks with which to
brace joists in flours, and strips to mil lath on. In plain
shingles there are 22 kinds and grades, and there are 14 de-
descriptions of dimension and ornamental makes, with geomet-
tical terms—squartes, diamond, hexagon, cctagon, circle and
segment applied to them.

Enough has already been mentioned to Lewilder the ordinary
merchant.; but the list further includes bLuilding paper, lath,
hattens, poplar cave troughs, sidewalk plank, porch post stock,
turning timber, turncd hitching and stable posts, cedar posts,

ete.

All the different kinds of tumber are sold rough or dressed,
as desired.  Much of it has to be manufactured into stuff ready
to Le put into place in buildings, articles of use, fences, or
what not. It can be casily seen that this involves a large and
varied amount of mill work. Hence we find attached to this
trade list a schedule of prices for dressing, making, kiin drying,
ete.  There 3 also g sash, door and blind list, with the cus.
tomary discounts.

All the rough dressed and manufactured material referred
to in tlis:list is offered for sale, at specified prices, by onc
bruse, ’l‘hc job is undertaken to supply any customer in the

Uaited .>t:ucs, with any item on the list, on short notice. It
Joes not réquire a strong imagination to reach the conclusion
that there can Ie no seeds in the wool, moss on the back, or
hair on the teeth of the man or men who devise and mam-.
tainsnch a comnplex business as this. Though a wooden trade,
there can Le no wood in the head of the men who keep
all these Cetails in proper arrangement, so that there shail not
onlyabcmo loss:in the business, but handsoine profit at the
year's ead.. -

There are several wholesale yards in this-clty, the stock of

the most complclc. Thc sncccuful conducl of such a lr.\dc is
enough to show that the lumber business can be mnde to em
ploy the ablest and brightest mercantile faculty of the country.
As the years pass, raw material diminishes in supply, and for-
est resources lave to be gathered from a widening reach of
territory 3 as e necessities and tastes of community shall
require the use of a greater variety of wowls, the wholesale
collector and distributer of stocks will become mare and more
a man of extended and minute knowlutge pertaining to his
vocation,—Nvrtheestern Lumberman,

Tonslon In Saws.

Tension is the principle in hammering a hugh speeded saw.
In the luwer speed the tension is not such an item, and many
aws are now running that require o tension at all anly the
natural stifiness of the steel.  This term tension is new to
many saw hammerers, and a great many so-called experts and
instruc:ozs in hammering saws do not understand the proper
relation of the tension ina high speedad saw,  “They can make
the avemage saw do good work,  Inthis way many men get up
their *“rep.” and are ready to tackle anything in the shape of
asaw, knowing that the saw reguires to be opened in the centre
to the required speed.  This may be done and yet the saw won't
go.  The wnerual tension is corrected, but of no avail. 1
have seen such men hammer a high speeded saw until the
centre would dish back and (orth as it should apparently, and
he never did wmake that saw run, hammering it half a dozen
times, opening and stiffening 3t o the eatreme both  ways,
1rying to get at the limitand the saw got worse,  Remember
this man could correct unequal temsion fairly,  The tronble
was the saw was not opened in the proper relation to the action
of centrifugal force.  This is sometiing that nine-tenths of the
saw hammerers do not undentand, that a saw can be hamer-
«d 1o be as stiff at any required spead as the metalin the plate
will allow. They do nat know the extent of the centrifugal
strain on the rim.  How many know the masimum or **viee
versa” line in a gircular saw?  We often see men hammer a saw
in segments from centre to rim, 1o matter what the condition
of the sawis. The first thing is to sledge hammer tesaw for
a while to “liven up the steel,” and thea goabout t) regulate
it to the speed. By the time this is done there has been ten
times as much work done as was necessary, aud the saw will
soon be in worse condition than ever, as the tight and loose
lines bring about more buckles from rim to center than all his
hammering can get out ; the rim at regular intervals gradually
assumes the shape of the letter S,

Years of experience in average speed does not make a man
proficient for a speed of 12,000 feet rim speed.  The trouble
with such men is this, as above stated, they can make an aver-
age saw go very well, have hammered saws that so many have
failed on, that the man naturally is led to beheve that he as chief.
He can talk about the saw makers and what he can learn them,
knows it all and don’t care to learn any more, but talk to i
abowt a saw running on 12 and 14-inch feed, and you will catch
his jack, and he won't believe it then, saysit's some newspaper
talk, and a trick. s a man of this kind remarked tome, it
“scalping,” the saw being allowed 1o rub the log while gg-
ging, to display the feed marks, ete.

Saw makers tre not very old on heavy feeds.  The best saw
maker in the United States to-day claimed 15 years sgo that
no saw - ould he made to stand the stram of a 10anch feed m
a 12-inch cut. At the Centenmial in 1876, 10%-inch feed was
all that was aimed at.  The same saw cut 21 34-inch feed at the
World’s Fair, at New Orleans in 1885. Why could not
213 inch feed be cut just as well 11 years ago as now? The
steel in the saw to-day is undoubtedly the same asthen,  This
shows that there has been a wonderful increase in the capacity
of the circular saw, all brought about in the hammering of it,
getting the tension in the exact relation to the centrifugal force,
and feed stenin.

Saws arc sometimes bursted on heavy feed, but my exper-
ience has been that whenasaw was adapted to the work and in
a first-class condiiion, they have never been firoken by heavy
feeds.  There are but vty few men who can put a saw in that
condition, and it being so far above the calibre of the average
saw hammerer, it is {olly to attempt to explain here the sensi-
tive and most cssential parts of a perfect saw.  Petfection has
not yet been attained by any mas, but the difference between
a botch and a good job on a circelar saw, comes very near
demonstrating perlection.

The adjustment of 2 saw is more cssential than the most
vital part of 2 watch.  Two saws may be fixed up and appear
so nca alike that the average man can not tell which is in the

best condition, and yet one saw will cut twice as much lumber
as the other and equally as good. My limited experience has
taught me that the best results are obtained by not hammering
near the center.of 1t of a saw. ~ZLoreman, in 1Weatiworker,

which takes a wide range, but perhaps thetone referred o is

~There -is very little doing just now in the Quebdc market.
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What Is Forestry ?

What is forestry? It ivthe sune thing as agriculture—a
business.  The difference is only in the kind of crop and In
the manner of treating the crop, 1t is the production of a woodl
crop we aie nfter.  Thix i« the erop which grows, or can be
made to grow, on those partts of the farm which are uscless for
all other crops.  Itisa slow growing crop, to be sure, but it
grows while you are asleep, anid you need put it in tae ground
but once, where it will thrive without further care for many
years : and, if properly started, it needs no hoeing, no cultiva-
tingg, no worrying abort the weather,  And when you come to
reap it, it will prove to yiell a profit from ground that would
otherwise have been 1efl not only unproductive, but unsightly
in addition.

If only for the Iooks of it a picce of young timber thriftily
growing enhances the value of the farm.  Therefore plant the
unsghtly waste places to teees, remove those ugly spots from
the farm that spoils its gowd looks, It costs bat little more
than an oceasional day of enjoyable work.

Dan't figure un the profit of sticks that you are going tocut §
there is profit inditectly 1cceuing from such planting, which
defies all strict financial calculation, hesides your own satisface
tion which will surely reflect from such work beyond any
direct money gain, though this will not te lacking, vither, in
proper time, 1t has been proved aver and over again that a
wood-lot will sell the farm-—if sold it must be -at a letter price
than it would have brought without it.

Amnd you who are the happy owner of a wood-lot tzeat it as
the goose that lays the golden eggs 3 the eggs will soon be high
in price, the goose is worth caring for ! If you cut, don’t cut
the good trees only and leave the bad ones to spoil the fooks
of the lot and to injure the young growth, that would be better
off if the gnarly ol fellow over head did not stand in its way
with shade and drip.  Always give some light and room to
the young folks ¢

Forestry means more than tree planting 3 it is the art of
managing a wood crop so that it will repraduce itself sponta-
neously by the seed from old treesand afterwards helping the
young growth 1o make the best timber in the shortest time,
Nature will reproduce the forest and grow timbe. without care
if allowed by man, but she takes time, and time is money-~at
least to a careful manager.

Then use your odd moments in improving your crop ; the
axe, tou, is a cultivator—in judicious hands.—-#. £ Fernaio,.
Chief of Forestry Division U. S. Department of Agriculture.

A Curious Blli-Head.
A correspondant of the .fntiguary says that recently, in
turning over a bundle of London teadesman’s accaents of nearly
a couple of centunies ago, he came across the following, which
is certunly cunious, and seemis to be a sort of cross between a
ll-head and a book-plate.  The plate-mark has a margin of
half an inch all round, the full size of the sheet itself being 634
by 42 inches.
WiLLIAM GaRbAER at the Sign of the one
Cane-Chair, on the South Side of St Pauls-
Church, London, maketh and sclleth Cane-
Chairs, Couches, and Cane-dashes at reason-
able Rates. Of dry Wood.

At the Iack of this 1s Mr. Gardner’s account, as follows : —

Mr. Duglas bill for cheres Nov., ye 6, 1709,

L os L
8 walnt Cheres, fine moulding, the finest
Caine of all,at 12s.......... ... 4 -16 o
2 Elbow Cheres suttable at 18s......... . 1 10 0
T T T il 66 o

Reced Nen. ye 8 1709, of Mr. Duglas the full contents of this
bill and all demands, 1 say Reced by me
Wat. GARDNER.
Gardnzr must have been a celebrated chair-minker, from thic
fact of the goods having been seat all the way to Newcastle
on-Tyne, where the Mr. Duglas referred to in ais bill resided.

They Pald for the Mistake.
Northwestern Lumberman. .

A Bangor Me., lumixr dealer recovered 10 cents a thous.
and on 800,000 lath from the Western Union Telegraph Co.,
because a telegraphic offer to ;. Philadelphia dealer had been
Jelivered making the price 1¢ cents less than that writeen by
the sender.  The waiving clause in the telegraph blank, releas.
ing the company’s liability for error or non-delivery, ami the
ground that plaintiff was not bound by the crroncous message,
furnished the strony points in the company’s defense.  The
supreme judicial court of Maine decided against the ‘compsny
on both grounds, holding that the printed stipulation did not
bind the sender, but was void, beeause the public good de-
manded the use of care and dilligence by the company, and
that the sender of the. message was bound- by it in the farm
delivered, but:that he had remedy against the company.,



