
304 CANADA LAW JOVRNAL,La decisiont of a court of competent jurisdiction, by declaring
rotrospectivoly that the law always was and is different
f rom that laid down by the court."

Simili.riy ini 1893 Sir John Thoxnpson, in his Report regard.-
ing a provision ini a Nova Scotia Act whieh, as wua alleged,
a«fected certain righti then in Utigation, distinctly recognizes the
doctrine that this allegation, if estabiished, would fuirnish a suffi-
dient ground for the interfererice of the Dominion authorities.

In the saine year Nfr. Oujiinet, Acting Minister of Justice,
rernarked vith regard to an Ontario enaetment thon under con-
sideration:

"Assuniing the statute to hunve the effeet whieh the
railway eonipany attribute to it, the case would apipear to
be thaet of a statute wvhieh interferes with vested rights of
property, anrd the obligation of contract, without providing
for compensation, and would thorefore, iii the opinion of the

ÎIP!un<lersigned, furnisl: sufficient reasoi; for thre exercise of the
power of disallowanee.

The foregoing citations, it ivill be seen, furniish an ample
gtipport for the followinig adisision runade b>' the present ilinister
of Justice in bis reeent report:

''The-re seeros to lio iiuiel groiind for tihe belief that the
,~ ~.,framiers of the B3ritish North Arnerica Act eonitenrplated,

and probably intended, that the power of disallowance should
afford to vested intorets and the rights of property a safe-
guar1 and protection ngainst destructive legisiatioin."

It irrilht natturaliy bc expeotedl that a disputant wi]Iing to
irrae a oncssion wlich weiglis 41) heavily aantlso'

theory imuat bave ini roerve sorne very decisiveli uthoritie in
favour of that theory. It will bie found, however, that this
reasonable expectation is not satisficd either hy the Report .just
mientioncd or b-r the speech whieh ho delivered in tire flouse of
Cormmons during the debate on the motion for the production
of î>apcrs relating to the disallowanee of the Act discuissed in
that Report.

So far as the courts are eoncerned, it would appeur that only
n ingle judieial dietiiii con bie produeed irn favour of his position.
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