
CHAPTER IV 
GRASPING THE NETTLE

We are told that the way to handle a nettle is 
to grasp it firmly. Never having had any need 
of handling a nettle, I have not tested the 
truth of this popular saying and consequently 
have some hesitation about using it in connec­
tion with our international relations. It is 
quite applicable as far as the stinging quality 
of the subject is concerned ; but whether taking 
hold of it firmly will help matters remains to 
be seen. Anyway, I propose to set down the 
truth as I have found it without further persi­
flage or evasion.

It is beyond question that there is a growing 
bitterness between the United States and 
Great Britain — including the Dominions 
Overseas. On both sides of the borderline be­
tween Canada and the United States there are 
constant bitter expressions of opinion, and un-


