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despatch with a tomahawk. He also helped the mis-
sionary to instruct a Huron captain who had not
yet been baptized and who was begging to receive
the sacrament.

Preparations for the departure to the Mohawk
country were begun at once. When the Iroquois had
bound their wretched prisoners tightly with cords
they flung them into their canoes. They then started
across Lake Saint Peter and halted only when
they had reached the mouth of the Richelieu river.
There they divided among themselves the supplies
which were destined for the missions on Georgian
Bay. As they opened the various parcels—‘the
riches of the poor Hurons and things very precious
to us,” exclaimed Jogues—their shouts of joy echoed
throughout the surrounding forests. When the news
reached Quebec, Father Vimont wrote: “All these
things have fallen into the hands of the barbarians.
The poor Fathers will regret the loss of their letters.
The Iroquois scattered them here and there on the
bank of the river, and the waters carried them away.”

The mournful convoy with its score of prisoners
then started up the river and over Lake Champlain
Gardled %o e and Lake Ge?rge, a journey which
Mohawks was the occasion 'of new tortures for

the unhappy victims. They lay tied
and crouching at the bottom of the canoes without
food or sleep, exposed to the excessive summer heat
and writhing with the pain of their still fresh and
bleeding wounds. In a letter to France shortly after
this tragic capture, Vimont wrote: “Of the twenty-
three taken some were massacred while others were




