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The foxes here think the farmer's yard beneath their notice, as tiny fiml fufticicnt '•J""-

fubfiilnue in ilic woods. I heir liair is thick, (mooth, of a dcc|> brown colour; un-

dernealh it is long, and filvcr coloiireil, which has a jilealant cft'tit, th.y are vartly iiu-

mcious ;imon^ t!ic wo"dsof the fma!l hills, and here alio t"ie fj^tr and pichou moll

commiii)ly inl.abit, nothinc; but imnger bringing them down to the farms.

The Wild cat of Loniliami is very dift'erent fiom that ot' Qinadi, or indeed from any WlU-cat.

other vi the ipecics, and very improperly lo named, it having nothing of a cat about it,

but i:s nimWeiief!:. It is cafily famiiiarilcd to a houfc, and then it becomes larger and

fatter ; but its ikin is not fo beautitul as tliat of a fox. It is not above S or lo inches

hr^h, fmeiimis i 5 l^ng, and when tamed full of diverting tricks. This animal ii

ioiiKtimes fcrvcd up to tabic, and not bad food. It lives upon fruit and vegetables,

and is not fond of game ; to catch which its fhort claws were never formed by na-

ture.

The head and tail of the wood-rat are like thofe of the common rat, only his WogJ-nt.

fjil lias hardly anv h..ir upon it, if you take hold of it, it winds about your finger. It is a

How, lazy aiiimal, wliitli icartcly any thing can put out of its common pace; but it

has cunning ciKiiigli on apprchenfion ord..nj;er, lo counterfeit death '0 well, tiiat the

riectit was n .t to be dilcovcr-jd, nor %sill it llir, though you llio Id toi's it about till you

a c weary. It is very common, and eafi y taken. Nothing can be more dcfcncelcfb ; and

t'mugh it is a violent enemy to poultry ; ih^- blood ot which it fucks, one would iina-

rjne it bad no cticmits among the br. tc creation. 1 he down is thin, grtyilh and

roU'ih
i

theii-'ti^es fpin it, and makes uirdics (jf it, which they die red. It climbs

well, and leeks its prey in tlx "^ight. '1 he iUlh is very go d food, tafting like young

pi?
J
the fat is laid to ailay the pain ot the rheuiiuir:i;n and lliatica. ^cc more particu-

lars of this lit le animal, and our account cflliiiirrcls, porcupines, 6cc. in the Natural

H.ftory of LmaJii, p. 3*^.

The beavor, hedge-hog, crocodile, and lorn c land tortoilVs are foimd in thefc re- O^ha liu.li.

r'oas, with fogs a toot and half lonu, the croak of which is loud and horridly difa-

nccible. In thj woods and Savannal.- are fevcr..l lorts of lerpcnts, nine of which is

10 much fo be feared as the ratle fnak •, whole t .il, in whicli is a rattle, proclaims the Rattl? r„»ke.

danger of li;s coming, and that plant wiiich is an antidote 3;:ainll his poifon, is always '^"'i'"'"-

f.uiul ne..r him. We have iiere alio ciiamclions, various other forts of lizards, and

vcrv largt Ipidcrs.

VVc Ihall now proceed to the birds and fiilrs peculiar to this part of the world, in
Birds aiJ

which our author contini"; himfcif, wish his ullul ti iclity, to dclcnbing fuch only as liihej.

'

he had an opportunity of knowing; a:id tlielc, iit oblervcs, are very few in compari-

f il with what the country affords. The eagle is not here lb large as in Europe; its
j:^ ,.

tfaiuirs -re white cd^'.ei with black, v.,lby cllcmcd by the natives, and uled in

adorning their calmut, or lignal of pcaje. They have ahj Icveral forts of hawks; but n.uvl;s.

thcr birds ot pttyratlur level their rage a^jainll lures, rabbits, fquirrels, and other qua-

liriipeis, than againll their own fjetiei.

Their fwan is large, tat, and good eating ; and its feathers in high cflimation for^^.,,„

adorning crv)wns, and making hcad-drclVcs tor women, and tipiiets. It flics high, and

is larger than ours.

The faw bill f> named from part of its bill being indented like a law, lives only, asi.i«L;ii.

it is laid, t)ii ihrimjis, \\ Inch it piiks fiom the Ihell, after breaking it with iti bill.

Thccrook-biU [/' ccicchc] is as larj;e as a cap^n ; its ttaihcrs arc white, and its flclh, cvouk-LHl.

thou .'h red, pood eating. It teeds on cray-hlli. 'I'he hatciiet-bill [/»tv^/i-/6tfr/{' ] takes ,

its nan-.e from the relemblance of its bill, which is red, to the edge of a hatchet, it is

r.)nict.mcs called rr.l-foot, the legs and tcet bcinu of a beautitul red. It hunts by the

lea-fide in fcarch of llicU-tith, on whicli it lublifts, and its reinat within land is an in-

lalliMe li.'n ot a iln:ii. 'I he kiig tidier ditfcrs tiom that in hurcpi^ only by the Iv;.l^,'rlll.er.

kauty of his plumige, whiJi dilplays all the colours of the rainbow.

Our author obtcrves, that when the booby, the nun of w..i-bird, and chefs bird,

(one f rmir!.'Iy 1 f the lame f( eclfs but fwifter flighted, ami checiuercd with brown

and white) lly liw, they arc lure pr gnoftics ot a llurni; whereas the appearance of a Pnigmnicks

halycon is quite the icveric ; an oSfrrvation known to all the world. He dellribesi^t' '
it"'",

the lall ab lonu.wh.t larger tiian a Iwallow, with a longer bill, and the tinell violet
"'''^ '"

feathers, with two llrcaks ot ycliowilli brown near the extremity ol its wings, and one

I min/ over the back.

He


