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sas, that had they not locked up their Great West, and turned it into

a hunting ground, which it is now, we might have had behind Can-

ada, three or four magnificent Provinces, enlivened by the industry

of millions of British subjects, toasting the Queen's health on their

holidays, and making the vexed question of the defence of our fron-

tier one of very easy solution.

I parade these pictures or' disparity in no spirit of querulous com-
plaint, but to shew you that if the British Provinces are not stronger,

the people who have struggled against all these disadvantages, and
made them Avhat they are, are not to blame. There is a British

Statesman, now rendermg good service in another department, who
in 1839 had the sagacity to see through the rottenness of this old

Colonial system, and who had the boldness to try an experiment,

which has been croAvned with the most signal success. Lord Russell's

despatches, written in that year, conferred self-government on the

North American Provinces. Not self-government, in the sense in

which some shallow politicians in this country advocate it now, and
Avho, if permitted, would destroy this Empire. But self-government to

the full extent that it was then demanded. Self-government, which did
not change our allegiance, that guarded every Treaty and every pre-

rogative of the Crown, but which left us free to change our cabinets,

dispense our revenues, control our officers, open our lands, and
regulate our trade. Above and beyond all that Lord Russell has ever
done, or said, or written, not excepting his services in passing your
own Reform Bill, when he dies, his fame will rest upon his despatches,

and on his colonial policy of 1839. The system then established has
spread to the Eastern and African Colonies, and it will continue to

spread, wherever hereafter our people occupy the waste portions of
the earth, and establish a British community.

Under that system the North American Provinces, for the last

twenty years, have grown and thriven. Old controversies have been
settled, old grievances redressed, old abuses swept away. We have
no disputes with England, except when you send us a Governor de-

ficient in constitutional training, tact, and common sense. The
authority of the Crown is everywhere sustained by a parliamentary
majority. If we do not govern ourselves well, we have nobody but
ourselves to blame.

Here lies our first great source of strength, in any future contest

with the Republicans across the border. Our future is assured, and
it includes every element of hope, every security for rational freedom.
The advaucmg enemy can no longer hope to find, in any of the
Provinces, a divided population. His proclamations, oftering us the
benefit of Republican institutions, would produce even less effect than
the droppings from a fiock of wild geese flying over the soil. We
have been guided by experience, they by theory. We have clung to

institutions which have borne the test of centuries, their's have been
tried in the recent content, and have yielded to the simplest strain.

We have secured, in combination, the largest personal liberty with a
strong executive. They appear to be unable to protect their country
without sacrificmg the guards of public and social life.


