
PREFACE.

The well known and popiihu uutluif id' " IMiiple Jjoavus " in his J'rct'jitT

({uotcs the words of u youthful writer who sayn that "every book

ought fo have .souiethiui:; of a Preface, were it only a note of interro-

gation '. In the short I'rel'aee wlncli I lay bel'ore my readers, the

first point is to reijucst that any inaccuracies, which nuist necessarily

occur in a Work oi' this kind,—l)Oth froni the difficulty ol' obtaininii;

fresh specimens, as well as from tlio inutility of dried or preserved

spcciujcns as a rcl'erence, and the scarcity of any reliable works on

this branch of Natural IIist<try,—may bo overlooked. In collectinu;

into u small couipass extracts from the works ol' various explorers,

with regard to the habits and haunts of tlie finny tribe, I have

endeavoured to place within easy access of the generality of readers,

as pleasing and at the same time as instructive a hand-book on the

Fresh Water i^'ish of this continent as possible. Fishing, as a recrea-

tion in itself, to the business man as well as to the regular disciple of

"Meek Walton", has been the theme of many a writer; but a

knowledge of most if not all the species inhabitnig our waters is so

difficult to acquire, that the v/riter trusts liis present efforts inay not

have been in vain, by carryii>- ihat knowledge into quarters where a

more costly work could not gaiu admittance. At the present time

when the working of the Fish and Game Protccticc Club is bein" so

nobly carried on, an additional interest will probably be taken in a

study hitherto so neglected ; and the thanks of the community at

large arc due to that society, for its untiring zeal in the sportman's

cause. That this work then may be useful and instructive to all is

the desire of
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