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rental tcnclernefs. An occafional flower may indeed

Inid forth in the fhade, but every encouragement is

ncccfi'ary to expand her productions to perfedion* If

ncccllity (as fome contend) is the mother of literary

fame*, Liberty (at leaft) participates the claim of pa-

rentage. Sheltered under her wing, fhe has ever been

obfervcd to flourifli, and to tower the moft envied and

arduous heights ; while abandoned by her fofter parent,

fhe has degenerated into folly or frivolity, and funk

into annihilation with the utmoft rapidity of defcent.

The prefent flate of literature in South America will

ferve at leaft as one inftance to illuftratc this pofition.

—It produces nothing conducive to the good or hap-

pinefs of mankind ; and its prefent fterility will pro*

bably remain as long as the people are content to con-

tinue under bondage. Two fatal antidotes here ope-

rate to retard all fcientific progrefs, (namely,) " The

*' Inquisition," and " The want of the liberty of the

«' prefs."

* ' " Venter,

Magiller artis ingenique largitor.

Persius,
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