
powor, tliolr chancoa nro very blun for ever
jrettlnu into powor atjalu. Well, Mr. Spcjiker,

let me ask : Wby am I discussing tlieao

matters ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Hoar, hoar.

Mr. MONTAGUE. I will tell my ' hon.

friend In a moment. My hou. friend (Mr.
Davio.s) Is smillnff, but it Is a smile of the
lil)s and he will know it before I m-t thron;;h.

Wliy do I discuss these matters ? I discuss
them because my hon. friend from Queen's
(Mr. Davies) last nlj^ht said : When we get
into power, we will do just the same as we
did when we were In power before. My
h(m. friend will know that there is very
little chance of my making any comparison
with the future record of the Ijlberal party.

That is away in the dim and distant future,

and the House will therefore pardon me if

I say som^thlnj; this afternoon as to their

past record, more particularly as we have
the certificate of my hon. friend from Queen's
(Mr. Davies), that when he {?ets into power :

" He will do the same as they did before."
I want to say. Sir, in the first plac e : that
standinjr here to-day, twenty-seven years
from confederation, the records of this coun-
try show that hon. gentlemen opposite as a
party have been wrong on every great pub-
lic question upon which they ever declared
a policy. In all the history of our years as
a Dominion, these men have never propound-
ed a policy that subsequent events had
shown to be a proper one. Why, Sir, let

me in the light of the present, read the
announcement of their great leader in 1871,
as to a great public enterprise In this coun-
try. Mr. Mackenzie on page 072 of the i

" Hansard " of 1871, says as follows, as re- i

gards the Canadian Pacific Railway :—

men opposite
of the gi-eat

us a A\ater

Mr. LAUPvIEl:,
from ?

What are you quoting

Mr.
1871.

MONTAGUE. The "Hansard" of

Sir, that was the policy of the Liboiul party.
Looking back now, was it right or wrong ?

Looking back now, is there a man who will

say it is right ?

Mr. Mcmullen. Yes. It was right.

Mr. INIONTAGUE. My hon. friend from
Wellington (Mr. McMulIen) says that it is

right. Well, he has always be(Mi a narrow-
gauge politician, but no Canadian having an
atom of regard for publh,' opinion of his
Judgment will say as he says. 1 am old
enough to remember, and old enough parlia-

mentarian to know, that hon. gentle-
opposed the con.structlon

Sault Canal which gives
way Independent of th(>

people of the United States. ^ly hon.
friend, the leader of tlie Opposition,
last year could not refrain from expressing
his pride at the construction of that great
work, and thus admitted that he was wrong
with regard to It when he oppo.sed it. Wliy,
Sir, let me just read a few extracts, because
they are matters of history and the people
of this country ought to know them, as to
what these gentlemen opposite thought of
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Here Is

Mhat my friend the member for Queen's.
P.E.I. (Mr. Davies) says :

This was a contrac;. from which there was no
escape politically or commercially, excepting one,
and that 's annexation to the United States. It
is escape that no politician likes to talk nbout,
but it will come one day, and, when it comes,
we must take our chance and make the best bar-
gain we can.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Where is the hon.
gentleman reading from ?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I am reu-Hng from a
report of a speech delivered in Charlotie-
town in the year 1880.

(PE.I.) Wh(>re is the !'e-

Mr. LAURIER. Tiiere was no " Hansard "

in 1871.

Mr. MONTAGUE. There is a " Hansard "

in tlie Library made from " Globe " reports
of the debates of that year.

Mr. LISTER. There was no " Hansard "

then.

Mr. MONTAGU^:. My hon. friend is

taking refuge behind a very slim willow.
I want my hou. friends from the west to
listen to what Mr. Mackenzie said" then, an 1

I want hon. gentlemen opposite to take a
mental note of it, too, and to say what they
think of their policy. Mr. Mackenzie said :

He would recommend a cheap narrow-gauge
rail way, with steamers on the lakes, instead of a
costly broad-gauge road, for the North-west and
British Columbia, and the railway across the
prairies need not be constructed for many years.

Mr. DAVIES
port ?

Mr. MONTAGUE. I will show tlie report to
my hon. friend. Does ht deny the utter-
ance ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) From wliat paper V

Mr. MONTAGUE. My hou. friend has a
custom of denying statements in this
House

Some hou. MEMBERS. Order, order.

Mr. MONTAGUE. I will show to-day thatmy hou. friend denies tliem sometimes

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) The hon. gentleman
knows, if he will allow me

Mr MONTAGUE. Mr. Speaker, some days
ago I asked a question of hon. gentlemen
opposite, and you ruled, very strongly in-
deed, and very peremptorily 1 thought, that

1


